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PREF ACK! 
TH E World may jaſtly expect an Apo- 
/opy from me, for publiſbing theſe Diſ- 
courſes, after ſo many large Works, already 
ien, upon our Liturgy, that have been 
received, with general Approbation. But 
het as theſe have been the better received, 
b:cauſe written in different Ways; ſo this 
Performance, whatever it is in it ſelf, yet 
being the fir## publiſhed upon thu Subject, 
in the Way of Sermons, may, upon that 
account, meet with ſome Reception, and (l 
(ope) prove likewiſe of ſome ſervice to the 
World, 5 | „ 
Beſides, the Reſt have been compleat 
Works apon the whole Liturgy, having gone 
through all the Offices of it; whereas I bave 
only ſeparated that Part of it, which con- 
tains the Service, generally uſed on Sun- 
days, and Holy-days, when there is no 
Communion, and ſo have cut off all bat 
Az auugf. 


— 
— 


| [iv Þ 1 
critical Knowledge of the Calendar, Ru- 
bricks, and Pretaces, coming vre, as well 
as of all the particular Offices {ollowing it, 
namely, of Baptiſm, Confirmation, &c. 
which the others have treated of, For the 
uſe of theſe, tho" of ſtanding Neceſſity to the 
Church, yet as to particular Perſons is 06+ 
cafonal; and, by conſequence, the Knowledge 
of them cannot be of that importance, as of 
thoſe that return in the conſt aut Service of 
the Church. | 

Now there is in our Liturgy, & in moſt 
at her Things, a Iwofold Excellency ; the 
One intrinſict and real, when it is conſidered 
au it ſelf; the Other external and compara- 
tive, when it is ſet off, and, as it were, ſhas 
aed with the Inferiority, or Defetts of o- 

there. My principal Aim bas been to re: 

preſent it in its own Perfection; and if l 
bave been arawn in to give it alſo Advan- 
tage from Campariſon, it has been, where 
2t lay upon me to clear it from Objettion. So 
that if upon this comparative Uiem I have 

had occaſion to glory in the Superiority of our 


Morſbip, let thoſe Objectors know, that 
they have compelled me, ſince doubrleſi 
dot to have been — by 
_ chem 
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c 11 
them, rather than loaded with C. — 
and Accuſations. Bat if they think them 
ſelves bound, in Conſcience, rhus to oppoſe- . 
it, notwithſianding it is both excellent in 
its Nature, and eſtabliſhed by Authority; 
there is a double Tie of Conſcience upon: us, 
who are in poſſeſſion of fo admirable a Mar- 
ſhip, to ſtand up in its defence : N herefore 
had boaſted ſomewhat more on its be- 
Half, I ſhould not be aſhamed; yea, . 
ghould think my ſelf wholly unworthy of the 
Cows { weer, Should | be at all ashamed, or 
afraid, to beak out iu Vindication of char 
Worſhip, which it the Daty, as well ay 
Cory, of my Office, to ofer ap before the Con 
Cregation. 
I nut beg the Favonr of be Reader to 
conſider Two Things; the One is, That the 
Liturgy 2s 4 Subject of vaſt Extent and 
Variety; and that therefore in 4 Work of 2 
zarrow 4 Compaſs as This, which has in- 
deed the Recomendat ion of being the ſmall 
e#t in the Kind, he cannot expect much to 
be compriſed, The Other Thing, | beg the 
Reader 70 conſider, is, That theſe Dido 
ſes were de gnea only or the Hearer, with. 
o the lealt Tho't of making them publick;, 


5 ana 


I _ 
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FT 3 
and muſt therefore be allowed to come ſhort 
of that Subſtance and Accuracy, which] 
ſhould and ought to have taten care of, had 
I compaſed them with ſuch aView. All 
ſhall ſay in the behalf of them, is this, that 
had J been at liberty to have kept them by. 
me, they might hereafter come Abroad ber- 
haps to better Advantage. 
However, being conſcious of 4 ncere Iu- 
tention in them, namely, of promoting the 
Honour of God, in his own thaſs and that 
by edifying the People, in the Offices there- 
of, I 4o, with an humble Confidence, pre- 
fume to preſent them, imperfect as they are, 
as a [mall Offering on God's Altar, at which 
] have the honoar to fjerve ; and where L 
know, that it there be a willing Mind, 
it is accepted according to that a Man 
Datli. | ODE 
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HE Right Reverend Father in GOD 
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Philip Townſend, Prebendary of Liſ- 
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Beauty of Horiness 
IN THE | 
Common-Prayer. 
, SERMON I. 


Worſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſs. 


IN CE the Worſhip of GOD is the greateſt 
and moſt honourable among all the Acts 
and Employments of the Children of Men, 
from which as the Meangſt are not exclu- 

ded, ſo neither are the Grearzft exempted ; 

fince the Higheſt among Men, even they That fit on 
Thrones, muſt bow down before the Altars of the 
| Moit-High, and do never appear ſo truly Glorious 
, in the Eyes of GOD and Men, as when, like thoſpg 
: | 5 above, 


The Beauty of Holineſs 
above, They fall down before the Throne, and caſt 
Their Crowns before the Throne; Rev, iv. ſurel 
this Univerſal Work or Duty of Man ought to be 
ſet off with the greateit Order and Magnificence, 
with the Beauty ef Holmes, When King David left In- 
KruQcions to Solomon fot building the Temple, he 
ga ve in Charge, that it ſhould be exceeding Magnifi- 
cat: 1 Chron. XXII. 5. and the Reaſon, afterwards 
| iven, is it ſelf exceeding Au ſul as well as Juſt 2 for, 
; aith he, the Palace is not for Man, but for the LORD 
; GOD. As the Houſe of GOD, ſs the Worſhip per- 
formed in It, ſhould in like manner be exceeding Mag- 
3 nifical. For it is a Work of a ſuperier and incom- 

municable Nature ; it is not a Reſpect paid to our 
Superiors; it is not an Offering made to our Go- 
vernors; it is not an Homage done to our Princes; 
No; Worſhip is not for Man, but for the LORD GOD, 
Upon this Account, when GOD choſe Iſrael for 
his peculiar People, we find that both in the firſt 
framing of their Worſhip by the Hand of Meſes 
and aiterwards in the enlarging of it by the Hand 
of David, he left nothing to the Invention of Man, 
For as the Tabernacle, with all the Veſſels of the 
Miniſtry, was made according to the Pattern GOD 
ſbeued to Moſes in the Mount ; Exod. xxv. 9. ſo when 
David gave to Solomon the Pattern of the Temple, 
to wit, of the Porch, of the Place of the Mercy- 
ſeat, of the Courts of the Treaſury of the dedicated 
Things, al ſo for the Courſes of the Priefts and Le. 
vites, and for the Work of the Service, and for all 
the Veſſels of the Service, ip the Houle of the 
LORD; All this, ſaid David, the LORD made me n 
weacrſiand in writing by bis Hand ufgn me, even all thi 
orks of this Pattern. 1 Chron, xxviii. 19. 1 a 


5 


| Orders, was to the Jewiſh: For as St. Paid afſerts 
concerning tbis Latter; Heb. vii. 1 2. there being a uꝗ i + - 


F the Prigt bod; there is of neceſſity a Change alſo of the 
| B 2 he: Lau, 


— = 
Now as the Temple was made after the Pattern 
vf the Tabernacle; tho* in much larger dimenſions 3 
ſo the Chriſtian Church is built after the Pattern 
of the Jewiſh, tho' of a much larger Comprehen- 


| fon. Obriſt, the Builder of it; was pleaſed to 


Ere& it upon the ſame Plan, to retain the like Eſ- 
ſeutials; like in Nature, and in Number. For In- 
ſtance; as the entrance into the Jewiſh Church 
was by Circumciſion, ſo the entrance into the Chri- 
tian Church is by Baptiſm. Again; as every one - 
that was Circumciſed, and thereby became an If. 
raclite; was obliged to eat of the Paſſover; Exod; 
x11. 48, ſo every one that is Baptized; and there- 
by becomes a Chriſtian, is bound to partake of the 
LORD's Supper. Theſe two Sacraments; Bap- 
tiſm and the LORD's Supper; being Ordained 
by Chriſt himſelf; are doubtleſs Eſſential to his 
Church; inſomuch that if there be any Congrega- 
tion, that calls itſelf a Church of Chriſt; whilſt it 
rerains not theſe Eſſentials, we may pronounce 
it, that it is vu f bis 2 
Again, as in the Jewiſh Church there were ap- 
e three Orders in the Prieſthood, High- 
Prieſt, Prieſts, and Levites: ſo in the Chriſtian 
Church are appointed Biſhops; Priefts; and Dea- 
cons, in a like Subordination. This Eeccleſiaſtical 
Government, in theſe three Orders, Epheſ. iv. 114 
which was appointed by Chriſt; and planted by his 
Apoſtles; and ſo continued down in all Churches 
of the Saints; is no leſs Eſſential to the Chriſtian 
Church; than the Levitical Prieſthood in the like 
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La, that is, the whole Jewiſh Polity 3 ſo may we 

not as ſtrongly argue concerning the Former, ſhould 
there be a Change of the Prieſthoòd, muſt not there 
be of neceſſity a Change alſo of the Church, that 

is, the whole Evangelical Eſtabliſhment? But how-. 
ever that be, however GOD may diſpenſe with the 
Breach of his own Ordinance, yet let us pour out 


our daily Thanks to him in the Congregation z that 


theſe three Orders are rightly retain'd, and the two 
Sacraments duly adminiſter'd, in our eftablith'd 
Thus then the Eſſentials of the Church of GOD 
were preſcrib'd and commanded to us Chriſtians, | 
as they had been before to the Jews. But then as 
to the Ceremonials, the Modes, the Times, and 
Circumſtances of Worſhip, the Habits of the Prieſt- 
hoods, the Courſes of their Miniſtry, the Veſſels 
of the Sanctuary; in a Word, all that is for the 
Work of the Service in the Houſe of the LORD, all theſe 
Things, which are preſcribed under the Law, are 
now under the Goſpel left at Liberty, without any 
particular Direction or Reſtraint, but only That ge- 
neral Rule or Canon of the Apoſtle's, ler all Thimg! 
bee done Decently and in Order. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 
This Apoſtolical Canon hath been faithfully 
obſerv'd by thoſe Holy Men, who compiled the 
Form of our Eſtabliſh'd Worfhip. Thoſe Wiſe 


Maſter-Duilders, who at the REFORMATION 


had the Charge of that Great Work, contrived 
all its Ceremonies with ſuch Significancy, pla- 
ced all its Offices with ſuch Regularity ; ac 
we may juſtly take up that boaſt of Tyrus con- 
cerning our Son, that ber Builders bave perfetted kat 


Beauty. Ezek, xXVXVii. 4. 3 
1 1 


zn the Common- Prayer. "I" 
My preſent Undettaking ſhall be to vindicate 
and recommend the Publick Service of our Litur- 
oy or Common-Prayer ; that ſo all they who upon 
that Account have evil Mill at our Sion, may be con- 


founded; and that all thoſe, who for the ſake of 


her Worſhip, uiſß ber Proſperity, may be confirm- 
ed. To this end have I Choſe this Exhortation of 
holy David, That Man after GOD's own Heart, the 
firſt of Men defirous to build an Houſe for GOD, 
above all Men Zealous, above all Men SkilFd, in 
ordering all Things in the Offices thereof; and 
whom, as a peculiar Reward of his Pious Zeal, 
GOD hath ſo highly Honour'd; as that His Lan- 
guage hath been the general Lan age of His 
Church even unto this Day. Hearken therefore 
unto this Exhortation, taken out of that Pfalm of 
Thankfgiving, which Daviddeliver'd to the Prieſts 
and Levites, now firſt eſtabliſh'd into a Choir, to 
be ſung continually before the Ark of the Covenant of 
GOD, as weread in the beginning of this Chapter. 
Worſhip the LORD in the Beauty of Holineſs,  _ 
Which Words contain tuo Qualifications, The 
One abſolutely neceſſary, the Other highly fi ting, 
for the Worſhip of GOD. The firſt is, that it be 
Holy; the fecond, that it be alſo Beautiſul; and 
when Both theſe are United, then may we be ſaid 
to Worſhip tke LORD in the Beauty of Holineſs. And 
Both theſe we hope to ſhew to be in the moſt emi- 
nent Degree contain'd in our Liturgy, that is, the 
Form of Common-Prayer eftablifh'd in our holy 
and renowned Church. LG 


I. The Worſhip of GOD muſt be Holy. 
| Davia, who Fr undertook to build an Habita- 
tion for GOD, Declares, that Holineſs becometh bis 
: . | Heuſe 


6 The Beauty of Holineſs | 
nieſs is not only becoming in our Worſhip; to make 
it a Reaſonable, but alſo. neceſſary to, make it an 
Acceptable Sacrifice unto GOD: For the Publick 
Worſhip is as the Garment of the Spouſe. of Chriit; 
wherein ſhe cannot ſo much as appear. before 
GOD, unleſs it. be uithout Spot; nor indeed Glori- 
ous, unleſs it be alſo without Wrinkle., Epheſ. v. 2). 
This her Garment therefore which ſhe wears in the 
Sanctuary, muſt not be in the leaſt defiled; nor if 
poſſible, any way diſcompoſet. | 
In the frame of the Jewiſh Worſhip, of what- 
ever kind the Sacrifice was, whether a Lamb, or 
Bullock, or Sheep, or Goat, it was to be without 
Blemiſh: for whatſoever bath @ Blemiſh, that ſhall ye 
not Offer, for it ſhall not be acceptable for you: Lev. 
xxii. 19, 20. And therefore it was neceflary; that 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt; whereof all the Legal Sa- 
erifices were but Types, ſhould be as the offering 
up of a Lamb withour Blemiſh and without Spot. 
If we look to the End ot all Worſhip, whether 
by Sacrifice among the Jews, or by Prayer among 
Chriſtians, what (next to that Principal End of 
all our Actions, the Glory of GOD, what I ſay) is 
it with Regard to our ſelves; but to make the 
Comers thereunto Holy by taking away Sins, which 
are the ſtains and blemiſhes upon the Conſcience? 
And how can Thar Offering Purify, if it be not it- 
ſelf Pure? How can It purge the Conlcience and 
ſanctify the Affections, if it hath auy tincture of 
Unholineſs? ee a 
But as the Eud, ſo much more the Obje# of our 
Worſhip requires; that it be Holy: | becauſe the 
LORD eur GOD is Holy; Therefore we muſt _— : p 
n 


in the Common - Prayer. 7 
him with an holy Worſaip. He is That inexhauſtible 
Fountain of Holineſs, that fills Heaven and Earth 
with its Glory, and diſcovers every thing in both, 
that offends. And if inthe worldly Sanctuary, the 
Sh:kinab or Glory ſate over the Mercy-ſeat, filling 
the Houſe of GOD with Light; how muſt that 
immenſe divine Holineſs, the true Sbebinab, abi- 
| ding in the Holy of Holies above, fill the great 
5 Sanctuary of Heaven with the Majeſty of Its Glo- 
ry 2 What is it, that is repreſented to us as the per- 
etual ſubject of adoration in the heavenly Choir? 
5 it the Wiſdom, or Juſtice, or Knowledge, or In- 
finity of GOD? No: it is chiefly that glorious at- 
tribute of his Holineſs: This is The Pg — which 
the Angels and Saints ref not Day or Night, crying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, LORD GOD Almighty. Rev, . B. 
Now as the pattern of heavenly Things left us in 
the Jewiſh Worſhip, and theſe nobler repreſenta- 
tions of them given us in the Revelation, ferve ta 
impreſs upon our Minds great and awful Ideas, fit 
for the Sanctuary of our Great and Holy LORD 
GOD; ſodothey abundantly declare, that (above 
all other ingredients and qualities neceſſary to the 
TTY offered therein) it ſhoyld be an holy Nor- 
bp, Th Py a 
Neither bring we theſe things out of Scripture, 
as arguments to convince your anne ſo much 
as to exalt your Affections. For does not Reaſon - 
itlelf, without theſe lights or patterns of Revela- 
tion, declare that Whoever is thus holy, cannot be 
pleaſed with any thing that is unholy, not even with 
our Perſons, much leſs with our Offerings? Does not 
Reaſon teſtify with Scripture, that the Sacrifice of 
e wicked is an abomination to the LORD? Prov. * 8. 
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8 The Beauty of Holineſs _ 
How much more, if the Sacrifice itſelf be alſo 
wicked, if it has any Kind or degree of Sinful- 


neſs in it? | 


Let us now turn our view upon the Publick Wor- 


ſoip eſtabliſhed in our Church, and enquire if it 


be ſuitable to the Holineſs of that ever bleſſed Be- 
ing, to which it is addreſſed, namely, if it be an 


Holy Worſoip. And upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, even 


of its Enemies, nothing that can offend, is charge- 
able upon it: No blemiſh, ſpot, or imperfection 
can be proved upon this our Publick Sacrifice. AN 
its Prayers, Supplications, Interceſſions, Thankf- 


givings, Hymns, Confeſſions, Abſolutions, and 


whatever elſe makes up the body of our Service, 
all theſe are in themſelves perfectly Holy, with- 
out any remains of Superftition, auy tincture of 
idolatry: and they all tend to ſanctify the fincere 
Worſhipper, to enlighten his Underſtanding, to 
purity his Will, and to breathe into his Soul holy 
Affections. 5 | 

Before the REFORMATION, when this 


Church was held in vaſſalage to the Church of 


Rome, we confeſs that then ſhe was greatly defiled 
in her Worſhip with the ſame Idolatries, being 
compelled to wear the ſame garb of Superſtition, 
to admit all the corruptions of Popery to be boun 

upon her, and that for many hundred Years, yea 


fo long, till thoſe Chains might be ſaid to be con- 


ſamed even of their own Ruſt. But at the RE- 
FORMATION, near two hundred Years fince, 
when the LORD called unto our Church, among 
others, ſaying, Shake thy ſelf from the Duft, looſe thy 
ſelf from the Bands of thy Neck, O captive Daughter ; 
Tjai, Iii. 2, then ſhe aroſe, and caſting _ 

all 


in the Common- Prayer. 9 
all her idolatrous Corruptions, did, according to 


that Prophetical Exhortation, put on her ancient 
Strength, ſhe pus: on ber beautiful Garments, as in 
the Days of her firſt Marriage unto Chrift.. 
For, 'tis a groſs miſ-calculation to date the Be- 
inning of this National Church from the -R E- 
FORMATION, as if it was at that Time firſt 
built out of the Old Materials and Rubbiſh of 
Heſery: Whereas it was a Church Ancient and Glo- 
rious many Hundred Years before Popery began, 
being planted by the Hands of the Apoſtles, as 
ome affirm upon no improbable Conjecture z but 
we are aſſured from Hiſtory very near their Days. 
But then the Church of Rome was her ſelf renown'd 
tor her Purity aboye all Chriſtian Churches, and 
o continued for above Three Hundred Tears; tho? 
upon viewing her now in her N Pollutions, 
vv. may weep over her in the Words of the Pro, 
pact, how is the faithſul City become an Harlot? And 
his Hritiſs Church, which was her Cotemporary, 
or an early Succeſſor to her, wasrenown'd through- 
out the World, flouriſhing under Biſhops A 2 
glorjous Prieſthood, till, about the Seventh Centu- 
rv; when the Biſhop of Rome claiming a Supre- 
macy overother Biſhops, the Church of Romeclaim- 
ech the ſame.over other Churches; and from the Pre- 
c-dence of anelder Sifter leapt into the Authority 
0: a Parent, ſtyling her ſelf Catholick, the rere 
ene all, From this Time as ſhe corrupted her ſelfx 
more and more, ſo ſhe brought in her Corrupti- 
ons into the JWeyFern Churches: under which this 
Church, like her other Siſters, ſate down a con- 
tenied Captive many Hundred Years. till the great 
Rcleate of the REFORMATION. But at that 
| S bleſſed 
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10 The Beauty of Holineſs 
bleſſed Time, and in that 2 Work, our RE- 
FORMERS retaining all that was Holy, Sound, 
aud that had the Stamp of Antiquity; and purging 
away all that was Corrupt, Vain, and Novel; did 
as it were Caſt the Publick Worſhip of our Church 
into a New Mould, anfwerable to the Primitive 
Form, * the firſt Original and Ground whereof 
« jhe in her Preface declares, is to be traced out 
of the ancient Fathers, not out of the Brevi- 
ary or Maſs-Book, Whetefore our National Wor: 
ſhip, as now eſtabliſhed in the Book of Common- 
Prayer, is pure throughout; and that not only from 
the grofler Mixtures, but from any Allays or Adhe- 
fions of Popery To uſe the Prophet's Alluſion, 
GOD by the Wiſdom of the REFORMERS barb 
not only purged away all her Dreſs, but alſo took away 
all her Tin. So that thoſe, who {till urge to have 
our Worſhip more Pure, more Reformed, ought 
to be look'd upon not as lawful Refiners, who 
would {eparate the Droſs ; but as felonious Artiſts, 
who would eat away the Subſtance, For when any 
Thing is once perfected, once purified to the Stan- 
dard, any farther Reformation can be but Robbery, 
"Tis but a vain Objection, which the Men of this 
Claſs urge againft our Common-Prayer, that moſt 
of the Prayers, eſpecially the Co/l:#s, are taken out 
of the Romiſh Breviary or Miſſal, and are uſed at 
this Day in the ſtanding Service of that idolarrous| 
Church. But is not the LORD's Prayer frequent 
ly found in the ſame Beoks? Is it therefore become 
Evil? Are not the Two Sacraments, Baptiſm and 
the LORD's Supper, appointed in the {ame Cor- 
rupt Books? Are they therefore to be rejected. 
The Apottles Creed is not only uſed by the Church 
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of Rome, but was anciently call'd the Roman Creed: 
[s it therefore to-be renounc'd > 'The Holy Bible is 
in uſe among the Papiſts, and would to GOD ir 
were a Thouſand Times more ſo: Is it therefore to 
be cait away by Proteſtants, as an unclean Thing? 
GOD forbid. Whatever is in its Nature good, 
whether the Creatures, or Ordinances of GOD, 
cannot be rendred evil, neither by the uſe of Hea- 
thens, nor by the abule of Chriſtians. Otherwife ' 
not only GOD's Holy Word and Sacraments, with 
all our ſpiritual Food, had long ago been caſt out 
of Religion; but eyen Bread and Wine, with all 
5 natural Support, had been baniſnh'd out of 
Life. | | 
Beſides, theſe Prayers, tho* uſed in the Romiſh 
Worſhip, are not upon that Account to be thought 
the Compoſures of Popery, but of pure Antiquity ; 
they have been extant in the Weſtern Church, moſt 
ot them above a Thouſand Years, before the Name 
of Popery, at leaſt long before the preſent Maſs- 
Rook had a Being: So that moreover length of 
Time, which deftroys all Things that are . xy 
manifeſts their Perfection by their Duration. Yea, 
opery it felt, which is made the great Objection 
againſt, gives the ſtrongeſt Witneſs to their Ex- 
cellency: Foraſmuch as with all its corrupt Mix- 
tures it could never Canker, Corrupt, or Eat into 
their Subſtance; ſcarce one idolatrous Sentence 
ever crept into them. If we look into the Brevi- 
ary, or Miſſal, there wg behold them, atleaſt moſt 
them, untouch'd, unalter'd, unallay d: there 
ey ſhine among the Superſtitions that have grown 
up about them, like ancient Medals among Ruins, 
bearing the Image and Superſcription of thoſe holy 
. | . Men, 
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Men, by whom they were firſt com poled. | So that 


at the REFORMATION theſe Collects were not 


re formed; but were taken out thence without any 
refining, there being no Uncleanneſs in them, nor 
any cleaving unto them. WRT 1 
Wee affirm farther in the behalf of our Common- 


Prayer, that as there is in it no Impurity, ſo like- | 


wiſe no Impropriety; which it ſelf, if found either 
in the Matter, Language, or Manner of our Wor— 
ſhip, would (we confeſs) change the Offering 
into an Offence: for if ye offer the Lame or the Blind, 
Mal. i. 8. as well as the Unclean, is it not Evil? 
There is no Impropriety in the Matter of our 
Worſhip; for all the Objections of that kind bro't 
againſt it, which have been leyell'd chiefly againſt 
the fitneſs of the Hymne, of the bleſſed Virgin, 
Zac bar, and Simeon, having been fully anſwer'd, 
and put to filence; inſomuch that at thoſe two 
publick * Revifais of our Liturgy, when tt was 
put to a Trial, and its Hccuſers were had Face to Face, 
not one of theſe Hymns were found Guilty, nei— 
ther could they 2 thoſe Things whereof they accuſed 
them: not one Pra 
any other Accuſation been diſpoſſeſs'd, ſcarce one 
Verficle or Sentence eraſed. © © © | 
Neither is there any Impropriety in the Lan. 
guage of our Worſhip: only as Language, which 
is the Cloathing of our Thoughts, muſt of courſe 
wax Old as doth a Garment ; ſo as a Garment ** {ome 
Words and Phraſes of ancient Uſage have been 
* changed into Terms ſuitable to the Language of 
** the preſent Times. But this is no proof of Im. 


nne 


Conference at Hampton Cturt, 1603, and at the g 


1661. Yes ; 
propriet 


yer or Hymn hath upon this or 
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Propriety in the Senſe, which is not it ſelf chang- 
ed, but only eloathed auew. However, this Alte- 
ration hath and muſt always happen even to the 
Word of GOD, the Holy Bible; which thro? the 
Variation of Languages is forc'd, Age after Age to 
get into new Tranſlations, as into new Raiment, 
to preſerve it ſelf from the Deriſion, from the cruel 
ino langs of the Scorner. For the ſame Reaſon, 
and by the ſame Steps as the Bible, ſo our Litur- 
gy hath reformed its Language, for the more 
5 bene! rendring, as the Church alleges, not on- 
« ly of ſuch Portions of Holy Scripture as are in- 
« ſerted into it, but alſo ſuch other Paſſages, 
« which thro' the Decays of Time became obſo- 
* lete, or of doubtful Signification, and ſo liable 
io Scorn and Miſconſtruction. Not but the Old 
Language is generally well retained at the Altar, 
being venerable for its Age; as thoſe that wait at 
it, are for their grey Hairs; ancient Language and 
ancient Men, if they offend not thro' Decay, give 
1 Reverence and Dignity to that ſolemn Work. _ 
Laſtly, As there is noImpropriety in theFitneſs 
of the Matter, nor in the Juſtneſs of the Language, 
o neither is there any in the Manner of our Wor- 
ſhip; which appears chiefly in the Decency of the 
Coremonies and Geſture preſcribed in our Litur- 
g/. Our Church in no Part of her Service beba- 
verb berſelf unſeemly. The Poſtures ſhe uſeth, whe- 
cher in Prayers, or Praiſes, carry in them aSignifi- 
cancy, anda Decency : they beſpeak and become 
the Action ſhe is about. -. * . e 
in the Romiſh Worſhip there are indeed many 
dumb Ceremonies, as well as dumb Idols, wherewith 
ite Poople are carried away, even as they are led; and 
which 
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which juſtly offend for their Unprofitableneſs, 


There are many more, that are ludicrous and un- 


ſeemly, fitter for the Theatre than the Temple, 


which more offend for their Wantonneſs. In the 
Worfhip of the Sectariſts, where the Impoſition of 
all Ceremonies is rejected as ſuperſtitious, of all uni- 


form Order as ſinful; every one demanding herein ö 


to be left free tohisown Will; keeping to this Rule 

to obſerve no impoſed Rule, c. Good GOD! 
What is this Claim of Liberty but a Plea for Irre- 
gularity, never challenged before in the Houſe of 


GOD; I am ſure, never tolerated in their own? 


How can ſuch Worſhippers hope to pleaſe GOD 
when they are thus contrary not only to all Men, 
but to GOD Himſelf? for he is a GOD of Order, 
and not the Author of Confuſion: and ſo-ordained he 
by his Apoſtle in all Churches; and ſych is he ma- 
nifeſted in all his Works. 5 0 
Some Ceremonies are neceſſary to the nature of 
Publick Werſnip, ſome conducive to its Beauty, 
{ome to Ldification. Such are thoſe, which our 
Church hath retain'd, being ſtudious in her Choice, 
as ſhe declares, not ſo much how to pleaſe either 
Party, as how to pleaſe GOD, and profit them 
both. Had ſhe in compliance with the Papiſts 
retain'd all, ſhe muſt have diſpleas'd thro? her Pa- 
eantry : had ſhe in compliance with the Sectariſts 
aboliſh'd all, ſhe muſt have no leſs diſpleas'd thro 
her Deformity. © Wherefore it was and hath been 
* her Wiſdom from the Days of her firſt Eſtabliſh- 
* ment to keep the Mean between the two Ex- 
** treams, rather inclining to a decent Variety, than 
affecting too ſordid a Simplicity; remembring, 
that when the Daughter ef Sion was brought to the E 
| x 


9 
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ber Raiment was of Needle - Mor, about with di- 
verſe Colours; and the * * great delight in ber Beau- 
ty: Pſal. xIv. 12, 15. Which naturally leads on to 
our Second General ; only upon the whole of this, 
we may thus appeal: Let any unprejudic'd Judge 
addicted to neither Party, any that hath Eyes to ſee, let 
him fee from one end of our Liturgy to the other, 
let him fearch diligently into all the Offices, let him 
examine into the Subſtance, Language, and Cere- 
moues thereof, and he will find nothing in either 
that can juſtly offend z but muſt give it this Teſti- 
mony, that in all reſpects it V orſbips the LORD with 
an holy Worſhip. i IOW 
But we affirm farther on its behalf, that, 
Secondly, It Worſhips the LORD alſo in the 
Beauty of Holineſs : that the Form of Worſhip pre- 
icribed therein is not only Holy, but Beautiful; 
and that we may perform it with great Delight, as 
well as Safety, to our Souls. INF 
Now Beauty ariſes chiefly from Two Things, Or 
der, and Variety ; theſe Two duly intermix'd and 
proportion'd give Beauty to all the Creatures of 
GOD, and to all the Works of Mens Hands. And 
| they who reject theſe in the Worſhip of GUD, at- 
tecting (as we ſaid) a ſordid, flovenly, weariſome, 
uncdifying Simplicity, I know not what Spirit they are 
F; nor what uncouth Turn, Narrowneſs, and Sin- 
zularity rules in their Souls. They are plainly of a 
Make, that runs counter to the uſual Paſhons and 
Cuttoms of Mankind: and as far as we can judge 
o the Will of- GOD, by his Works, neither are 
they Men after GOD's own Heart, Wherefore tho' it 
may ſeem light upon ſo ſerious a Subject, yet I be- 
ic2ch you to bear with me a little, while I exem- 
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Ihe Beauty of Holizeſs 
plify in ſome few inftances, how GOD, the Ob- 


ject of our Worſhip, appears to be a GOD of Va- 


riety as well as a GOD of Order. RY 
Hath he not made the Day and the Night, ap- 
Pointing the Sun to Rule the One, and the Moon and 


Stars to Govern the Other? Yet the Day, Glorious 


as it is, would be alſo tedious, were it net relieved. 
| by the Viciſſitude of Night; nay, were it not re- 


liev'd by its own Variety, which comes on with the 
Hours, GOD making the outgoings of the Morning and 
Evening to praiſe Him, Pſal. Ixv. 8. No leſs than the 
Sun in his Strength. Hath he not alſo made the 
Year, and appointed in it for Variety certain Sea- 
ſons, which ſhould relieve and adorn each other 


in a perpetual Circle of Succeſſion ? Spring and 


Autumn are as the Morning and Evening to it; 
when being wearied with bringing forth, it rejoices 
ro retire and repoſe it {elf in Winter, as in the dead 
of Night: and thus the Winter, no leſs than the 
Summer, in its Courſe prazſeth Him. It we look 
round about upon the Earth, given us for an Ha- 
bitation, with all its rich and abundant Furniture, 
are theſe Things given us only for our Neceflity.? 


Are They not made alſo for our Delight? O LORD; 


when I confider both the Heaven and the Earth, 
bow manifold are thy Works! Pſal. civ. 24. Such is 
Their Variety: yet in Wiſdom h ft Thou made Them 
all; ſuch is Their Regularity. | 

If we look upon the Works of Mens Hands, which 
are then beſt when they unitate the Works of GOD, 
we find in theſe too, that Order aud Proportion are 
not ſufficient to pleaſe, unleſs reliev'd and ſet off 


by Variety. This is Daily ſeen in the Contrivan- 
ces of Princes, whole Palaces without this Inter- 


mixture, 
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mixture, would be but ſpacious Priſons, and whoſe 
pleaſant Walks but as the Common Field: and he 
that attempts to form to himſelf a Paradiſe, . is 
forc'd for Variety to plant it in Wilderneſs. See 
we not thus, how Order and Variety join'd toge- 
ther, give Beauty to all this viſible World, and to 
all Things in it, that are either forin d by Nature, 
or Faſnion'd by Art for the Uſe. and Delight of the 
Sons of Men? Surely then in the Worſhip of GOD, 
the Maker of Us, and of all theſe Things) the 
moſt Uſeful, the moſt Delightful, the moſt Noble 
Employment of Men, no recommendation of This: 
or of any Kind ſhould be wanting; no Helps o 
Art, no Advantages of Variety ſhould 

that this Garment of the Church may not be ex- 
poſed in the Sight of the People for Sordidneſs or 
Poverty, but may appear before the Congregation 
like Aaren's, which was made for Glory and for Bean- 


ty, Exod, WWII ... 8 

- Wherefore as in Vindicatien of our Litargy, I 
have already ſhewn, that it Worſhips the LORD 
in Holineſs; ſo in Commendation of it, Fſhall now 
proceed to ſhew, that it alſo, Secondly, 9 
tte LORD in the Beauty of Holineſs: that in it ſuch 


Order is obſerved; as to make ita Reaſonable; and 
puch Variety intermingled, as to render it a De- 


* 


lightful, Service., os | 
| To ſhew this, it will be neceſſary to trace out 
b be Method, in which it is framed, and to give 4 
„ Hef RATIONALE thereof; wherein the Wiſ- 
@ om of the Compilement; the Succeſſion of the 
a ices, the Connex ion of the Parts, the Variety in 
ach, and the Perfection of the Whole, will (we; 
ice) fully appear to all unprejudic'd Eyes. For 

OR 1 mer 


be omitted 


18 The Beauty of Holineſs, &c, 
there are many, whoſe Eyes ate not only pre ju- 
dic'd, butcloſed againſt theſe Things, being Nigg 
ed by Birth, or ſcaled over by Education. If 
not unto ſuch, neither can I hope to open the Eyes 
of ſuch, ſo as that they may ſee their Error and be 
converted; a rare Caſe, and whenever wrought, 
to be aſcribed wholly to the extraordinary Grace 
of GOD, not to the Reaſonings of Men : for with 
regard to ſuch and their Converſion, it is likewiſe 
a true Saying ; i ws never beard, thas Man open d the 
Eyes of One that was Born Blind. John ix. 32. 
An Undertaking, that will (Lfear) require your 
Patience : but yet ſuch, as is highly neceſſary for 
the generality of Hearers, becauſe it InftruQs 


them in theſe moſt Important Things, which they ll | 
know but little of, and nothing as they ought to 
know: and not unuſeful to the more knowing; 
Becauſe, as the Apoſtle pleads in a like Caſe, ue 
ſhould not be Negligent to put Men always in Remen- \ 
brince of theſe Things, tho" they know Them, and vii , 
Eftabliſo'd in the preſent Trath, 2 Pet. i. 12. 5 
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SERMON 


0 OP with ef Publick Service, 
when we are and met —.— 
ther in the Ae f GOD, to Wor- 
ſhip Him; that we may not Ruſh un- 
prepar'd 1 ſo Sacred a Work, the 

Miniſter awakens gur Na by an awful EX- 

HYRTATION: which he firſt Introduces by ſeyeral 

Sentences taken out of the Old and New Teſta- 

ment, 888 Inviting, and Exntrogen Men 

to turn to GOD by Repentance; in Effect, ayi 

Here, as in the Communion - So ruf, H E AR 

WHAT COMFORTABLE . 

OUR SAVIOUR S$SAIT ALL 

THEM, THAT WITH HEAR TY R RE- 

PEN TANCE AND TRUE FAIT 

TURN UNTO HIM: EAR ALS 

WHAT St. JOHN, YEA, WHAT 24. 

VID, DANIEL, JOEL, OR OTHER PRQ- 

PHETS 3A Y: and then aſſures them, that not 

only in Theſe, but IN SUN DRI PLACES 

THE SCRIPTUR E INE ES THEM 

TO CONFESS THEIR MA NIFQLD 

SINS AND WICKEDNESS. In which 

Exhortation the Miniſter, beſides his AA. therp 

to Confeſſion, reminds them of all the Solemn En 

of their meeting gether, to 3 That is Prepa- 


ratory; 


t / | 8 | 
no The Beauty of Holineſs 
ratory; Namely, TORENDER THANKS 
TO'GOD, AND TO SET-FORTH His 
MOST WORTHY PRAISE, magnified in 
the Pſalms; TO HEAR HIS MOS T*'HO- 
LY WOR D, read to them in the Leſſons; AND 
TO ASK THOSE THINGS THAT 
ARE NECESSARY AS WELL FOR 
THE BODY, AS THE SOUL, provided 
for in the Coli-fs and Litany. V 
Now how Right and Fudicious is this Exhorta- 
tion in all its Parts, to Inſtruct the Ignorant, to Ad- 
moniſh the Negligent, to Support the Fearful, to 
Comfort the Doubtful, to Caution the Formal, and 
to Check the Preſumptious? Seeing all theſe Tem. 
pers are found in every mix'd Congregation, and 
e to be prepar'd for this Solemn Work; For 
without Preparation, What, alas! would our Ap- 
proach to the Throne of GOD be but a Tempta- 
tion? For ?tis a general Rule for the Temple, as 
well as the Cloſet, before thou traytſt, prepare thy 'ſelf: 
and be not 45 one that tempteth the LORD, Ecclus. xvill, 
23. Whilſt then this Exhortation is reading by the 
Miniſter, every Perſon ought Diligently to Tien to 
its Senſe, and not ignorantly (as the Manner of ſom: 
- 75 ) to repeat the Words after him: and in ſo do- 
ing, they will be beſt prepar'd to accompany him 
in making the following Confeſſion to the Throne 
w 1 
This CONFESSION is in its Form moſt Solemn, 
in its Extent moſt Cemprehenſi ve: for it takes ii 
all Kinds of Sin, both of Omiſſion, IN LEA V. 
ING UNDONE THOSE THINGS 
WHICH WE OUGHT TO HAVE 
DONE; and of Commiſſion, IN 7085 


* 
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THOSE THINGS WHICH WE 


OUGHT NOT TO HAVE DONE. 
And whilſt every Single Perſon. makes this Ge- 
neral Confeſſion with his Lips, he may make a 
Particular Confeſſion with his Heart, I mean of 
his own Perſonal Sins, known only to GOD and 
himſelf; which if particularly, tho' ſecretly Con- 
fels'd, and N of, will aſſuredly be for- 
given. For every Church or Houſe of Prayer 
is Dedicated to G OD with the ſame Privileges, 
as was Solomon's Temple, to wit, that whatever Sup- 
plication be made by any Man, or by all thy People Iſra- 
el, which ſhall know every Man the Plague of bis oun . 
Heart, and fhall ſpread forth bis Hands towards this 
Houſe, then Hear, © LORD, rom Heaven, and For- 
give: for Thou, even Thou only, knoweſt the Hearts of- 


the Children of Men. This then is the Privilege of 


our Confeſſion, that under the General Form eve- 
ry Man may mentally unfold the Plague of bis oun 
Heart, his Particular Sins, whatever they be, as 
<#fectually to GO D who atone knoweth his Heart, as 
if he pronounc'd them in expreſs Words. 1 

\. They of the PRESBYTERY, who urge to have 
Particular Sins mention'd in this Confeſſion, know 
not, neither Confider, that hereby they Change it 

into a ſort of Inquiſition; forcing many 2 x 
to plead Guilty to Sins, and that Daily, which 
N they never Committed, not in their whole 


ives. Tis too True, that in many Points we Of- 


fend all: yet out of thoſe Many, can any One be 


1 upon, in which the whole Congregation of- 
tends? GOD forbid, Beſides, to make any one 
actual Sin the ſtanding Subject of the Church's 
Contefſion, to be made Morning and Evening, is 
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enn 
. 


to Suppoſe that the Church lives in that Sin, and 
allows it {elf ſo to do. This our Form then is ſo. 
far from being Defectiye, in not Deſcending to 
Particular Sins, that had but any one been inſert- 
ed, it had been Unſerviceable in its Uſe and Sin- 
ful in Suppoſition: neither can their Teachers 
Practiſe Themſelves, what they Preſcribe to Us, 


- without either Excluding many from joining with 


Them, or Involving many in an unjuſt Condem- 
nation of Themſelves © | 
Thus our Confeſſion is unblameable both in its 
Form and Matter; and it is made in the moſt edi- 
fying Manner, every Perſon being enjoin'd ta ac- 
company the Miniſter in it: which as it is net al- 
low'd among the Sectariſts, fo neither is it done in 
ſo right-a Method among the Papiſts. For there 
the Pried alone firſt recites the Confeſſion for him- 
ſelf: and then the Congregation recite the Same 
for themſelves: which not only makes the Service 


Tedious, but Divides moreover that Union ſo Be- 


coming between the Prieſt and People, who, in 
making Confeſſions, whether of Sin or Faith, be- 
ing Common to Both, ſoould be as One F, Thus 
therefore we do, the People Repeating each Sen- 


' tence after the Miniſter; and That with an Audible 


Voice, that none may make Evaſion; but yet with 
an Humble Voice, that all may not breed Confuſion. 


* According io the Primitive Wav (efcrib'd by St. Ba- 
fil. Epiſt. 63. ales, ws & 3s ci Y Hide nagding, 
2dr Tins Jeouoneyictus Lanuy dvar To) xvel, 

e i caiſd y d&, Th fHLNe Is Wilabolng u 
mnes velut ore uno £5 corde uno, confeſſions j/aimum 
Deo offerunt, & ſus quiſque verbi pœnitentiam profi- 


geh. * 
5 This 


** 


in the Common-Praper. 27 
This Confeſſion of Sins being duly made by the 
whole Congregation, then the Prieſt ſtanding up, 
doth in the Name, and by the Commiſſion of 
GOD Pronounce the AB SOLUTION; which if 
Rightly Underſtood, Belieyed, and Embraced by 
the Confeſſing Penitent, ought to be of like Com- 
fort to him, as that Declaration of Chriſt was to 
the Man Sick of the Palſy : be of good Chearz thy 
Sins be forgiven thee, Mat. ix. 2. 4 


7 


For all the Three Forms of Abſolution in our 
Service, namely, This now hefore us, and That 
in the Communion, and the Other in the Vſitation o 
the Sick, tho? differing in Expreſſion, are by the beſt 
Expoſitors on our Liturgy judged to be of equal 
Signification.“ All thefe Forms (ſaith Biſhop 
* | Sparrow ) are but ſeveral Expreſſions of the 


+ Which he thus exemplifies. * For as when a Prince 
** hath granted a Commitiion'to any Servant of his, to re- 
* leaſe out of Prifon all penitent Offenders wharſoever, 
it were all one in Effect, as to the Priſoner's Diſcharge, 
++ whether this Servant ſays, by Virtue of a Commiſſion 
« granted unto me, under the Prince's Hand and Seal, 
** which here I ſhew, I Releaſe this Prifoner : Or thus, 
« the Prince who hath given me this Commitlion, he 
* Pardons you: Or laſtly, the Prince Pardon and deliver 
«© you; the Prince then ſtanding by and Confirming the 
« Word of his Servant. So is it bere all one as to the Re. 
: ** miſſion of Sins in tbe Penitent, wherher the Prieſt ab- 
| ** folves him after this Form; Almighry God, who hack 
* given me and all Prieſts Power to pronounce Pardon to 
" the Penitent, He Pardons you- Or thus, by virtae of 
1 „ Commiſſion granted to me from GOD, I Abſolve 
+ * you: Or laitly, G00 Pardon you, by me His Servant 
according to His Promiſe, whoſe Sins ye remit, they 
is vie remitted. Sparrow's Rationales | 


ec ſame 


21 1 he Rag of Ha, 


1. ſame Thing, in Senſe and Virtue are the ſame, 


4 that Commiffron mention d Job xx. 23. whoſe 
66 
Sus ye remit, they are rem itted. | 
And ttis upon this Account that the Church hath 
not allowed this Form of Abſo lution to be pronoun. 
ced by a DEACON, to whom that Commiſſion is not 
ere but hath ere it to the 6 PRIESTS, who al 
eir Ordination are Veſted with that Authority. 

- Ir was ee hed theſe Forms of abfolution ſhould 
: Ate in expreſſing their Authority, becauſe the Perſons 
Receiving differ in expreſſing their Repentince, In his 
firſt Cafe, where eyery Congregation is preſumed to cor 
fiſt of Good and Bag, tbe Form: could not be General, 
indulged to the Impenitent; but framed Conditional, li- 
mited to the Penitent. And therefore the Ptieſt, tho? de- 
aring his Power and Commiſſion, yet ſpeaks onlj in the 
Third Perſon, that GOD. Pardoneth and abſolveth alt 
them that truly Repent, Ge. 

la the Second Caſe at the Sacrament, wha the Con 
munigants are all preſumed to come with a true Penitent 
Heart, the Form is more Authoritative, the Prieſt ſpeaks 
ing, not as before in a Declaratory, but in an Optative 


our Sins: 8 
F In the Third Caſe in the Viſitation of the Sick, where 
the Repentance of the Perſon is not only preſumed, but 
ſearch' d into and examined, there the Form is in its full 
| Sende and Abſolute, rhe Prieft being order d, for rhe 
eomtott of the Sick Per ſon in that Hour of Diſtreſs, to 
ak in his own Perſon, ſayiug, by the Authority « com- 
* miued umo me, I Abſolve thee from all thy Sins, in the 
6 N. me of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
$ Tho therefore the Word, Mins uſes „be put both in 
the for re going Rubris before the Confeſſio 


Give 


and are Effectual to the Penitent by Virtue df 


Manner, * the LORD Pardon and Deliver you from all 


n, and in Gre 


- —_— 


* FFF 
5 
2 


2 


the People to repeat this Form after the Miniſter, 
doth not the Rubric enjoin the contrary, directing 
the Words of the. Preamble alſo expreſly ſay; 
that GOD HATH GIVEN POWER AND 
COMMANDMENT TO HIS MINISTERS; 


SOLUTION, or * REMISSION OF SINS, 
| which the People, being penitent, are to receive, 


In the Common-Phayer. 25 
_ Give me leave hence to obſerve to you, what an 
ibſurd Uſurpation it is of the Prieſt's Office, for 


ſince even a Deacon is not permitted to do it. For 


it to be ſaid by the PRIEST ALONE? Do not 


10 DECLARE AND PRONOUNCE AB- 


dot to give? Doth not the Difference of their Po- 
{tures declare the Difference of their Duty; the 
Prieſt being appointed to pronounce it to the Peo- 
ple STANDING, as One having Authority, whilſt 
the People are enjoined to — a on their Knees, 
as the Poſture of Penitence, and Submiſſion ? 
Now the Abſolution ends at the Words, UN- 
FEIGNEDLY BELIEVE HIS HOEY GO- 


following, before the LORD's Prayer; yet in this before 
Abſolution (tho' coming juſt between them) the Word, 
Prieft, is infected, whbicb was done at the laſt Review of 
dur Liturgy, to diſtinguiſh and limit this Power to the 
Prie!t's Office, which was the more neceflary, becauſe 
the Diſſeaters requeſted, thai ſeeing the word Mynifter, - 
wag uled in this Rubric, it might be put every where eiſe 
In ihe Liturgy inftead of Prieſt, and ſo would have ba- 
nud this Word alſo out of the Communion-Service, 
hat the Savoy Conference Printed in Collier 1 Eccleſ. Hiſt. 
Or Remi ſſion of Sins, was added in this Rubric, by Order 
rom the Conterence at Hampton- Court, for the ſatistackion of 
dem that took Exception againſt the Word Ab ſolut ion, as be- 
g ok too Popiſh à found, | 
F, SPEL. 
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SPEL. And the Words following, WHERE: 


not a Prayer, but an Exbortation, teaching us, 


26 The Beauty of Holineſs, &c. | 


FORE LET US BESEECH HIM TO GRANT 
US, &c. quite to the End: Theſe, likewiſe are 


more eſpecially, what Things to pray for, at this 
preſent, to wit, REPENTANCE, AND HIS 
HOLY SPIRIT, and for what Ends, to wit, on 
preſent Acceptance, and future Conduft,,and, as the End 
of both, everlaſting Life: Which Things the Prieſt, 
afterwards kneeling, doth, together with the Pe. 
ple, begin to pray for, in the Lord's-Prayer. Where. 


fore the former Words being a Form of Abſoluti- 
on, and theſe latter an Exhortation, both belong. 


ing to the Office of the Prieſt, the People eught 
to receive the One, and to liften to the Other, and 
by no means to repeat either after him. For are 


They appointed to Exhort? Are they impower'd 


td Abſol ve? This Cuſtom, tos common in practice 
and that among devout, and otherwife intelligen © 
Perſons, is nevertheleſs founded on ſo groſs an Ig 
norance, that | could almoſt call it a Sin of Ign, g 
rance. 1 bs - c 
The Confei on, and Abſolution, anſwer to the Jeu nf 
/b» Waſhings, uſed before the Time of Offering -: 
he Congregation therefore bawing, as the Apoſtle - 
alludes, i Hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſciene © 
ard being exhorted to draw near in full {Aſſurance ol 
Faith, Heb. x. 22. with what could they ſo Pro. v, 
perly, and with {ſuch Aſſurance do this, as th e 
LEORD's PRAYER ; which being taught us her is 
by our Maſter, and enforced by him above, as ou gal 
{nterceflor, muſt, above all Prayers, come up be Th 
fore GOD, as the farers Incenſe 8. ear 


And 


in the Common- Prayer. 27 f 


And here I muſt obſerve, once for all, That the 
Lord's Prayer may be placed at the Beginning, 
or at the Cloſe of any Office, or Part of Worſhip, 
with great Propriety and Advantage. For when 
we begin with it, (as after the Creed, and in the 
Communion-Service ) it being perfect in its Compre- 

henſion, pre ſents to us, at once, all that we are 

about to pray for, in the following Petitions. Be- 
| fides, having proceeded from the ſacred Lips of 

a our LORD GUD, it hallows and conſecrates all . 

our other Prayers; which muſt all grow out of 

this, as Branches out of a Root: And in this Cafe 
too we may ſay, if the Root be holy, ſo are the Bran- 

On the other Hand, when we cloſe with it, 

a ( 45 after the Lirany ) it being a ſummary Recol- 

lection of all eur foregoing Requeſts, if we have 

8 ''o Infirmity, or Negligence, been wandring in 

the larger Forms, we may now double our Ear- 

* neſtneſs in this Divine Compendium f. | 

The Church hath always ſhew'd that Deference 
to this Prayer, that ſhe hath inſerted it in every 
diſtinct Office of the whole Liturgy ; to this End, 
that by its Perfection ſhe might ſupply the De- 
ng lets, and atone for the Infirmities of her own 
a2 Polures : Not that ſhe is willfully conſcious 


ce 0 + The Lord's Prayer is ordered to he ſaid by the Miniffer, 
Prot ff an audible, or, as in the former Rubric, with a to 
Voice ; which ſcems to have been done chiefly in oppoſition 
the tothe Church of Reme, (from which we retormed ) where 
her s ppointed to be ſaid at Matting, [ccrets, ſecretly, or men- 
; Ol ally, Another Reaſon is given, becaule it is Part of the Go» 
'þ el, which was always pronounced with a loud Voice. A 
) be Third Reaſon is, That the ignorant People might the ſooner 
earn it, and all the Congregation the better hear, and ſo join 


In it, 


5 . * 
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therein, the very Angels, are chargeable with folly, ok 


fear of Imperfection, that hath induced our Church 
to inſert the LORD's PRAYER in all her Offices, 


One of another Kind, to wit, of 'Thankſgiving, 


our Perſons be fanctify'd, abſolved, and reconci; 


HEAR HIS MOST HOLY WORD? And til 


28 The Beauty of Folineſs 
of any ſuch in her Service, neither can other, 
wore any upon her. But tho ſhe can juſtifie her 
elf before Men, yet ſhe preſumes not to do it be. 
fore GOD; in whoſe Sight the very Fo. 
of Heaven 1s not pure, and the chief Worſhipper 


vili. 18. Wherefore 'tis not loye of Wen but 


And it being added inthis Place, after the  Confeſſ- 
en, and Ab olution, makes the Whole, as it were 
a ſhort di inct Office; which is now followed by 


What has been done itherts, has been Peniten- 
tial; which now opens into Euchariſtical, the 
chief and nobleſt Part of all Worſhip. * 
But before we enter upon it, let us obſerve the 
Fitneſs, and Neceſſity of this Order, which ap- 
Points Cenfeſſion of Sin, with Abſolution, to beat 
the Firſt Part in our Publick Worſhip. For till 


led unto GOD, all we do in his Sanctuary will be 
unacceptable. For Inſtance, till our Lips be pu. 
rify'd, how unfit are we TO SET FORTH 
GOD's MOST WORTHY PRAISE : Till our 
Ears alſo be ſanctify'd, and open'd, how can we 


we have asked Pardon for Sin, how can we pre 
ume toaſk BENEFITS AT HIS HAND? And 
therefore the EXHORTATION well teſtifies, THAT 
ALTHO' WE OUGHT A'T ALL TIME; 
HUMBLY TO ACKNOWLEDGE OUR SINS 
BEFORE GOD, YET OUGHT WE MOST 


CHIEFLY SO TO DO, WHEN WE ALL 
; b 


8 fe. na ang 


in the Common · Prayer. 2 

BLE AND MEET TOGETHER, upon theſe 
ſacred Exerciſes, of Thankſgiving, Hearing, and 
Supplication 9. And St. Boi * who wroteabour 
the Year 370, affirms, that this Method of begin- 
ning with Confeſſion, was the univerſal Practice of 
the Church in his Time. | 

Confeſſion of Sin then, ſtrengthned by Abſolu- 
tion, being the main Ground-work of Publick 
Worſhip, upon which the Acceptableneſs of the 
following Service regularly depends. As I hope 
this will excuſe my being ſo full and particular 
upon theſe Heads, ſo I myſt crave leave, be fore 
proceed, to leave upon your Minds Two Exhor- 


tations. 


Firſt, To thank G OD, that in our Worſhip, 
this Ground-work is not only of a tried Sound; 
nets, and of a juſt Breadth, bur alſo laid in its pro- 


per Place, = , 


{$ And therefore this Addition of the Sentences, the 
Exhortation, the Confeſſion, and the Abſolution, which 
was made by the Reformers, in the Review of the Li- 
targy, nader King Edward the Sixth, was a wiſe Amend 
ment. For in the Firtt Beok, compiled about Three 
Tears before, the Service began at the Lord's Prayer, as 
it does now in the Roman Matiins; ; 


Ta yu i h a4 ours F Ty Get eaxAndTe 
&15 Twupdt, bo xy uae, of Aol EEomoneſtules * 
See rrad)aiy avacr]t; N agyo door. eis R Naapgs 
Say v Aus jam obrinueruns rats, omneout 
Dei Eeciefis concordes ſunt & conſoni. Populi, factd ad. 
Deum Confeſſione, ab oratione ſurgentes ad Hlalmodiam 
triducuntury | h | 4 
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As to the Way of the Di/ſſenters, their whole Wor- 
ſhip being, as ſome Teachers pretend, an imme- 
diate Gift, and therefore caſual to themſelves, nei- 
ther they nor we can affirm, where Confeſſion of 
Sin will come in, any more than what Form, or 
Length it will be of. But granting, as others of 
them declare, that they abſolutely renounce all 
Pretence to ſuch Gift, and the Title of being Gif- 
ted; yet is not their Practice, that after reading of 
the Word, and ſinging the Pſalm, then the Tea 
cher begins Confeſſion of Sinf? And as to the 
manner of the Church of Rome, were their Con 
feſſion ſound in its Matter, free from the Inyoca- 


| | — = 2s 


F And here I think fit to inſert an Obſeryation of Bi- 
ſhop Co/ins, upon chis Place of our Liturgy. In this 
** reſpect we cannot but prefer the Order of the Church 

of England, before the other Reformed Churches a - 
broad, who have no Abſolution, nor no Confeſſion 
neither, Hut after rhe Pſalms, and Leſſons, (which 
is all the Service that they have) be done, and the 
Preacher goes up into the Pulpit; which gives the 
People occaſion to think, that all their Service defore 
is to ſpin out the Time only till the Preacher comes, 
rather than to give GOD any Homage or Ser. 
vice at all; whereas the folemn Beginaing of our 
Service, with Confeſſion, and Abſolution, ſeryes to 
put the People in mind, that all which follows 1s the 
folemn Service of ALMIGHTY GOD, preparing them 
- to that Attention of Mind, and Devotion ef Spirit, 
* which they owe to it, and which is requifite to make 

* it acceptable ”. Ser the Notes printed at the End of 

Ir. Nie bois s Comment on the Common - Prayer. 
4 | ; FOES TG . ; tion 


in the Common-Prayers 3 
tion of Saints, and Angels, yet the * placing of 
it is liable to the like B ; for it comes in 
the latter Part of their Service, after the Pſalms, 
and Lections, and other Prayers. And thus, to 
keep to the ſame Alluſion, that which ſhould be 
the Ground-work, to ſupport all the reſt, is placed 
above, as a dead Weight, upon the Superſtruc- 
ture. | 8 i 

S-condly, Let me exhort you to give all diligence 
to come to Church before the Confeffion ; other- 
wiſe you loſe the great Benefit of Abſolution. For 
tho' there be other ſhort Confeſſions of Sin, as in 
the Litany, yet there is appointed no other Abſo- 
lution. T call the Benefit of Abſolution great, 
becauſe it ſancti fies your Perſons, which fanRies 
all your Offerings. Toi ſet this in a true Emblem 
betore you, which may juſtly affect and laſt up- 
on your Tho'ts; every Perſon, when he Nang 5 
before GOD, is to be look'd upon, like Jeſbua the 
High-Prieſt, as cloathed in filthy Garments,” But af- 
ter he hath confeſſed, and repented of his Sins, 
then the LORD faith to the Prief, appointed to 
pronounce the Abfolution, as he did to thoſe that if 
itood by Joſbua, Take away the filtky Garments from » WM 
m, Zech. Iii. 3, 4 And to the Perſon himſelf,” 
thus abſolv'd, he ſaith, as he did to Joſbua, Behold,” 
1 ave cauſed thine Tniquity to paſs from thee,' and I will 
cloath 7 with , ae, They therefore 
at come in after the Abſolution, however they 
may come pre pated, and arrayed in their own 
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Roman greviary. See the Office call'd, Dominica 
ad pr tin. Gn” 
Righ- 
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Righteouſneſs, may yet look u n themſelves fill 
as cloathed in filthy Garments, For what is all our 
| Righteouſneſs in the fight of GOD? Ts Pro- 
Phet anſwers, it is as filthy Rags, Lfai. Ixiv. 6. 


To proceed now to the Offering of PR AISE 
And. THANKSGIVING, appointed to follow. 
And it is well appointed, that Praiſe ſhould come 
before "2nd in our Worſhip, of which Two, 
all Worſhip pro rly conſiſts: It is meet and right 
that the arch; ſhould SET FORTH GOD's 

MOST WORTHY PRAISE, before ſhedeclares 
her own Wants ; that ſhe ſhould R E NP ER 
THANRS FOR THE GREAT BENEFITS 
SHE HATH RE CEIVED AT HIS HANDS, 
before ſhe preſumes to aſk for more. 

Now this Offering of Praiſe is prepared and 
introduced by Petition, as Confe ſſion of Sins was 
by Exhortation: The Miniſter beginning in the 
Language of the penitent Pf/almiſt, O LORD 
OPEN THOU OUR LIPS: the People 
anſwering, AND, OUR MOUTH SHALL 
S HEN PFOR TH THY PRAISE; Pſal. Ii. 
15. A very proper Introduction, after Confeſſion 
of Sin, the Sente whereof naturally ſeals down 
bur Lips, makes all Fleſh dumb before GOD. 
Again, the Miniſter prays, O $ GOD, MAKE 
SPEED TO SAVE US, Pſal. xx. 1. to wit, 
from our manifold Sins we have confeſſed. The 
People proceed, O LORD, MAKE HASTE, 
To HELP US, to wit. in the great Duties we 
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$ Which nearly anſwers to the ancient  Heſaunab, that 
is, lave now, kord, we beſecch thee. _ 
Are 


in the Common-Phayer, 33 
are now entring upon. Both Verſicles proper in 
their Matter, and vehement in the Expreſſion - 
3 GOD MAKE SPEED: © LORD MAKE. 
HASTE : are the Language of a devout Worſhip- 
per, whoſe Prayer, darted up in theſe ſhort Eja- 
cul4tions, pierceth the Clouds. 2 
We being releaſed from the Cha ins of our Sins, 
and help'd by his Holy Spirit, “ raiſe up our ſelves 
from the Ground; eden as Peter, when his Chains 
fell off from his H ands, and he was helped by the 
Angel, raiſed up himſelf. And thus ſtanding on 
| our Feet, we tbo gird our ſelves to this holy Work 
of Praiſe now appointed to begin; But with what 
itould it begin? What ſo properly, as that moſt 
excellent and ancient DOXOEOGY, Glozy be tothe 
Father, and to the Won, &c. I call it moſt Excel- 
cut, becauſe it is a Creed contained in an Hymn, 
As à Creed, it declares the Bleſſed Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to be the Object of our 
Faith; whilſt as an Hymn, it makes the {ſame the 
Subject of our Praiſes, And there fore we find it 
added at the Cloſe of the Athanaſian Creed, that 
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. Creed relating wholly to the Trinity. Iu ' 
. call it Ancient. For this being the Form of F 
L Baptiſm ef, changed into an Hymn, it is probable, 3 
0 that it was thus changed, and thus ub. by the 
+ WH \vviilesthemſelves. However, the primitive uſe | 
» W Form, was made a ſtrong Objection againſt l 
8 as, that famous Heretick ; who about the Year 
25 — —ääů — —V— v — — — k 
0 St. Baſil, before quoted, Aragniſes my avs boar, 

- Wc 7 in mndtar xgdicmy Ab Oratione [troentes ad 

w unodiam traducunmtur. FE 

3 7 dee St. Ba ſil, C: 27* de Spit, 9. | 

re WE F 220, 
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34 The Beauty of Holineſs, & c. 
220, attempting to deſtroy the Divinity of the Son, 
aſſerted, that the primitive Form was thus, © Glo- 
„ xy be to the Father, by the Son, iz the Holy 
« Ghoſt. 4 | 
Now we have the Teſtimony of St. Baſil, who 
wrote about the Year 370, that the Orthodox 
Form, which we now uſe, had been handed down 
to his Time, in the Writings of the moſt celebra- 
ted Fathers, and was then univerfally uſed thro” 
out the Church 6. However the other Form, (by 
the Son, ix the Holy Ghoſt ) had crept in, in ſome 
few Places, without any ill Deftgn, as that Father 
. obſerves, being founded on * this Diſtinction; that 
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* To this effcc be argues, Cap. 7. ibid. "Ora wh 
vl M3CAGOY Þ gumas TY Hoehe A ig Var 
Eu Sroperlp, META HATYOE Y) wn wagly 
ew ? Jofay Om 5 Thy eis nuns ryognmar i 
&3abov uvonowper, = mv „ avis mer wwyle % 
oixciony cee drr. AV AY TOY x EN AY T ü tor 
YI en - TRY ẽů TowTly Groncy ave Ne 1 h 
10 % 3 d:fonoyurler ifiv. i ESG ON 1 N 
ON” i boner gun iC cu . guum enim in Un, 
genito, natura majeſta'em, ac dignitati excellentiam 
eontemplamur , tribuemm ili Gloriam cum Paire. Rur- 
jus qui m confiteramus, que bena in nos centulerit, aut 
quemoedo nes adduxerit, Deogue e e con ſite 
mur hoc bentficium per ipſum & in ipſo, peractum eſſe. 
ita ut citera formula, cum quo, propria fit Glorrfican- 
tium; altera, per quem. /it greproa Gratias ag entium. 

Nota, qu wile © x, cum Get, ſunt 1:1 fert 
bei mini eg prientes, ut idem Pater aburce probat, 
Car. 25. © 27. Ia ut idem fit. fiveutary pr ej ofitrore, 
fire cen chere, jeu dix:tsu, lia Pati cum Felt: 
Hir e Giyita Ati tt Fiſlio. 
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in the Common- Prager. 35 
in Laudi, or giving Glory to GOD, they tho't ft 


to uſe that Grit Form, which expreſſed the GOD- 
HEAD of the Three Perſons to be all One, Co- 
eternal, and Co-equal. But in giving Thanks for 
Graces or Mercies received, the other Form, (by 
the Son, in the Holy Ghoſt) was ſometimes allo 
uſed, as expreſſing moreover the Method, where- 
by the Second and 'Third Perſons in the Trinity, 
conveyed thoſe Benefits to us. But after this miſ- 
uſe was made of it by Arizs, the Church wholly 
cancelled it, and enlarging the former, affixed it 
to her Liturgies, in this Form, Glozy be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Bholt. now, 
and ever, wozld withont end: and thus the Zaſtern, 
or Gr:ch Church, uſes it at this Day; to which the 
tern, or Latin Church prefix d, (in a * Council 
un. 442.) As it was tn the beginning; both to 
oppoſe the Poiſon of Arius, who ſaid, There w45 4 
P.c:2ning of Time, before Chriſt bad any Beginning; and 
allo to declare the Practice of the Church, and 
this was the Primitive Form, and old Orrhodox 
Way of praiſing GOD. And thus, O GOD, 
the holy Church rhzoughout all the world, (the Ea- 
{ern, and Weſtern ) doth acknowledge thee» 

Now what is this DOXOLOGY to the Eternal 
Trinity, thus enlarged, and perfe&ed, but that 
of the Church in Heaven, which worſhips before 
tne Throne, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come? And as 
they above repeat it continually, it can be no 
blame in us to do it frequently. 
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36: The Beauty of Holineſs 

And truly this Form of ſound and excellent 
Words, (for, as we obſerv'd, it is a Creed, as 
well as an Hymn) being ſo often rehearſed in 
our Service, and that alternately, by the Miniſter 
and People, and thus mutually exciting and con- 
firming each other's Faith, it muſt be their beſt 
guard againit the Attempts of ſome Moderns; where- 
of One is ſo wild, as to revive that very Corrup- 
tion of Arius, ſaying, Glory be to the Father, 
« bythe Son, in the Holy Ghoſt: whilſt the Other, 
tho' allowing the Words as they ſtand, yet de- 
froys the Senſe of them by his novel Interpreta- 
tion, affirming, expreſly, that we ought not to 
give equal Glory to the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as 
we give to the Father. 

But, my Brethrep, either the Cathelick Faith 
is this, that we wozſhip one God in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity, or thisDoxology ought to be caſt 
out of our Liturgy, or our Liturgy out ef the 
Church, yea, the Church it ſelf out of the World, 
Either the Godhead of the Father, Son, an d Molt 
Ghot is all one, their Glozy equal, their Paje0? 
eveternal; or the Chriſtian Religion, and, in truth 
all Religion, is at an end: This our Preaching i 
vain, and voter Faith is vain, | 

After this glorious Doxology, what could fol 
low; but that Angelical Exclamation, HALLELU- 
JAH ; which being interpreted is, Pzaiſe pe tht 
40D : the People returning it with an united 


Voice, The + Logd's Mame be P2aiſed, 
This Hallelujah may be confider'd, firſt, as 4 
proper Return to the foregoing Doxology ; tor a 


IL bis Anſwer was added at the Reſtoration: 


1 
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in the Common- Prayer. 37 


in That we worſhip the Trinity, ſo in This t 


Unity. Or, Secondly, Asa proper Invitation to the 
following Work, which is Praiſe, and that too in 
ine Pſalms, which in the Hebrew is called, The Book, 
of Praiſes. Spe * | 
Then begins the INVITATORY PSALM, and that 
not apruptly, but led in by the foregoing Verſicles 
and Anſwers; as the general Exhortation was by 
ihe Introductory Sentences ; ſo that in theſe lefler 
Parts there is alfo kept up a Likeneſs and Unifor- 
mity. | e | 
This Pſalm hath been thus highly honour'd 
from the beginning, as to be uſed daily in the 
Publick Worſhip, and to wear the Title of the 
INVITATORY PSALM: And it is juſtly thus ho- 
nour'd, being calculated to all the Offices of Di- 
vine Worſhip. Firft, To Thankſgiving, O come, 
let us fing unto the Lord, Ver. 1. with the Reaſons 


annexed, as the great Creator and Governor of 


the World: For the Lord is a great God, and a great 
Ning, above all Gods. Seconaly, TO Prayer, O come, 
lt us fall down, and kneel; before the Lord our maker, 
Ver. C. with the Reaſon alfo given, as our pecu- 
zar Lord: For be is the Lord our God, and we are his 
People, Thirdly, To Hearing, To Day if yer will 

hear bis Voice, harden not your Hearts, Ver. 8. 
This Pialm, which is a compendious Exhorta- 
tory to the whole Liturgy, is fitly here placed be- 
tore the Rehearſal! of the Pſalms, which them- 
ſelves may be called a leſſer Liturgy. For in them 
re contained Confeſſions, Thankſgivings, Prai- 
ics, Prayers, Interceſſions, Inſtructions, in all 
Things anſwering to our publick Service. For 
Inſtance, Hath any one receiv'd a Bleſſing? 10 
f | | the 
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rs Papa, S. Hieronymi regat u, in fine Pſalmorum can- 
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38 The Beauty of Holineſs 

the Pſalms he hath a Thankſgiving. Hath he 
any to be requeſted ? In the Pſalms he hath a 
Petition. Hath he any Evil to be removed? In 
the Pſalms he hath a Deprecation ? Would he 
delight his Soul in Meditations? In the Pſalms 
the Scenes of the Creation, and of Providence, 
are open'd in beautiful Repreſentations. Would 
he humble his Soul in Humiliations? In the 
Pſalms he finds many that are penitential. 
Now this Variety of Subjects in this ſacred 
Collection, I mean the Book of Pſalms, raiſeth in 
the Worſhipper Variety of Paſſions, Love and Fear, 
Joy and Sorrow, Chearfulneſs and Contrition, and 
the like; which Variety being found in almoſt e- 
very Portion appointed for the Morning or Evening 
Service, and ſucceeding and intermingling with 
each other, keeps the Soul awake to this heavenly 
Work, by * it (if I may ſo ſpeak) into diffe · 
rent Poſtures. This not only gives Sprightlineſsto 
the Soul, but Harmony to the Work. Theſe dif- 
ferent Paſſions in the Soul of David, whilſt he fung 
theſe Hymns unto the Lord, wereas Diſcords upon 
his Harp, which are neceſſary to give Sweetneſs to 
the Sound of Thankſgiving, and to make the voice 
thereof to beth? vaice of melody. This Intermixture in 
the ”/alms mutt be to all thoſe, who are made after 
David's on Heart, as he was after GOD's, the height 
of Harmony ; whilſt theſe perhaps, whoſe Hearts 
are untuned to holy Things, nothing but Irregula- 
rity. At the End of each Pſalm the * Doxology is 
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* 2105s dues verſus Nicænc Synodus edidit, Dam. 


ter inſlituit. Durand. lib. 5. cap. 2. | 
| g added 


in the Common-Prayer. 39 
added to cloſe and to crown it: which being an 
Hymn of Glory, as it is fit to conclude the Pſalms 
waoſe proper ſubjeR is glorifying GOD ; 1o being 
wholly a Chriſtian Hymn, it adopts the Pſalms 
compoſed for the Synagogue, into the Service of 
the Church, and exalts them from Legal, into 
Evangelical Offices. 

Bv the Rehearſal of the whole Book of Pſalms, 
once every Month, as is appointed, they become 
more known and familiar to Chriſtians, than any 
other Part of the Scriptures. This Part of GOD's 
Word is indeed above all nigh unto them; and not 
only in their. Heart, but in their Mouth. Neither 
can any hence object againſt our Litergy, that 
herein it has ſhewn an higher regard to the Pſilms, 

ü — ——ä—ũ——ẽ— 
+ The preſent Diviſion of the Book of Pſalms into ſe- 
vers! Portions, affixing a ſeparate Portion to each Day, 
and the Cucle of the whole, to the Circuit of the Month, 
ſeems tobe more commodions, than what had been be- 
fart invented in the Church. For the Dis ion of them 
into Seven Portions, called Nocturns, fo that they were 
read over every Week, fas practiſed in the Latin Church) 
ſcem'd too tedious, And the Divifion of them imo 
Twenty Portions, fo as 10 be read ovec in ſo many Days, 
or To Thirds of a Month, ( as practiſed in the Greek 
Church ) if lefs tedious, muſt have been too uncertain, 
every Portion perpetually ſhifting irs Day, like the moves 
zit Feaſts. Whereas in our Church the ſeveral Porti- 
ens, into Which they are divided, being fixed in tbeie 
order, each Portion to its Day. they are thereby made 
centam, and immoveable; and being enlarged in their 
number, being Thirty, and fo altogether filling up the 


4 Wit, they cannot be deemed tedious, or burthenſome 
an · 10 the Service. Ps: | 
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40 The Beauty of Holineſs 
than to any other Books of the Holy Bible. Fot 
theſe are compoſed and fitted for Adoration, 
whereas the other Scriptures are chiefly for In- 
ſtruction. Not but the Hymns in the New Tęſta- 
ment, namely, of the Bleſſed Virgin, Zachary, and 
Simeon, have with an equal regard been taken out; 
and incorporated into our daily Service. And at- 
ter the Leflons, where each of theſe Hymns is 
appointed ſeverally with a Pfalm; the Hymn is 
put firſt, by way of precedence: 


Thus much as to the Subſtance of the Pſalms. 
Let me now recommend to you Two Obſervations, -/ 
the Firjt concerning the Manner, the Second con- 
cerning the Poſture, wherein they are recited, 


_ Firſt, As to the Manner, which is Alternate, or 
by Turns, according to the ancient Cuitom of the 
* Catholick Church ; and according to the Pattern 
ſet us by the Church in Heaven, where, in ſinging 
the Triſagium, the Seraphims are {4id to cry one to 
another, 1{ai. vi. 3. And this Cuſtom is well re- 
ttined in our Church, whether appointed to be 
func, As in our Cathedral Service, or to be f ſard, as 
in our Parockial Horphip, For in the former, when 
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According to the former Quo ation from St. B/, 
Fig Ty SELOPPHT,] rnb ignr A 2 I, Az Hy? He 
Hees ji. arninois ad Fjalmoazam trad 
cunturt; & nunc in duas paries diviſi alterny ſucci nen · 
tes pſallunt. ee 


+ For this Reafon the Ward id, was added in the 
> Rubric heſart the Invitatory Plaim, O come let is ling, 
&c. in the 20 Book of Ii l.. 4, 


Oe 


4 


Py 


— 


hereby both provoke, and relieve each others Pie- 
ty : They provoke it by this holy Contention, and 
celicve it by this Interchange. And for theſe Rea- 
ſors it is nd leſs neceflary, tho? leſs beautiful, in 

out Parothial Service; where the reading of the 
| P/i/ms is divided between the Miniſter and Peo- 


Part, wo is become of their Promiſe, _ 

they lay, Our Mouth ſhall ſbeu forth thy Praiſe? Or, 

to hr, is that oak, — of * dlinicher, 

| Praiſe ye the Loyd ? Nay; of what uſe 1s the Invi- 
tory Plalm it ſelf, O come let us fig, Ke? If the 

P-ople join not, this Pſalm can Wend 

Place in our Service, nor anſwer its Title. 


Beſides, if they join not in the Pſalms, neither 


ro they do it in the Reſponſes or any other Patt 
e Wet che Service; but will ſtand all the while in our 
n burches, juſt as they do in the Conventicles, 
s Wh ticarers only, not Doers. And is this an accept- 


to able service unto the Lord? Will ye call thefe 


a Congregation of Worſhippets, which ſtand on- 
iy a Company of Mates? If they of the Spare: 
144 * reproach this Cuſtom in our Church, nay, 
and accufe, what we call an Excellency, as an Ini- 
quity, affirming, that it is not lawful for the Peo- 


i, W's to ſpeak, or bear any Part in publick Worſhip, 
un F their ou] Months will we ral 7 them, For do 
du 


wt they join, both Men, and F Women, with 

"hs. their 
* this has been called, Tofſing of Tenns Balls, | : 
} i ſpeak this, becauſe itis particularly objected againſt 
wen's zoinuig in the publick Worſhip, from the MAM. 
8 Obi applica* 


in the Coomion- Prayer ew 
bne fide of the Choir fing unto the other, they + 


plc. For did not the Congregation bear their 
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42 The Beauty of Holineſs, &c. 


let this * Cuſtom of the People's joining in read. 


application of that Paſſage, 1 Cor. Nr. 34+ where ti 


3% e a 
14 ” 1 
f 4 
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their Teacher in finging Pſalms? ls not this their M 
chief Delight, their principal Boaſt? If then, ( 
the 6 publick Anſwer was) this were layful in 
Hophins's Pſalms, why not in David's? If in Me. 
tre, why not in Proſe? And if in a Pſalm, why 
not in a Litany > Wherefore, above all Things, 


ng 


— . — romeo... 
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. 


faid, that it i net permitted to them to ſpeak in the Church, 
For neither is it permitted to Men io ſpeak, in the ſame 
Senſe, that is, by way of Preaching, or Teaching, un- 
4efs ordained rhereunto. But in Praying, and Singing 
unto 600, and in all otber common Actions of Wor- 
hip, wherein tis permitted to Men, tis doubrlefs no 
Tels permitted ro Women, to pes, and join, being 
equally Partakers of the fame Covenant, and. entitulel 
to the ſame Privileges of the Chriftian Religion, which 
makes no Diſtinction of Sexes. For in Cbriſt Feſw, 
+96 # neither male nor female, but we are all one, G 
Al: 28. # | 
S See the Savoy Conference, before mention d. 
* For this engages the Parifhioners to farnifh them 
felves, and their Children, with Common Prayer Books BY + 
and to ule them at Church; whereby, as they becom 
better acquainted with the Pſalms, ſo do they wigh eue. 


ry other Portion of the Service, wherein they are àppo 7 
tecl to bear a Part. For %us a great, tho' a too gene = 
Miſtake to think, that the Clerk alone is to do this, o 
their ſtead. No, tis the Duty of every Pariſhianer, a0 - 
every Perſon in the Congregation, to do the fame, 2 : 
to make all the fame Anſwers that the Clerk does; on 
is proper that they do it with an humble, as he with i .. 
wore auditle Voice. This is generally done in Cities u z 


Towns, and Would to GOD it were done alſo in vibe 


ing the Pſalms, be every where hays up. The 
Obſervance of it is highly uſeful ; the Neglect of 
it no leſs miſchievous. Beſides, it deſtroys that 
lay of Holineſs, which ſhines moſt iu the Pſalms, 
the nobleſt Part of all publick Worſhip. Nay, 


takes away that Diſtinction, and Regard, which 
fhould be given to the Leſſoxs appointed for the 


Pay. Bur let us obſerve......... 


Kandy, The Poſſure uſed when the Pſalms are 
rehearſed, which is STANDING; The Chri- 
ſlian Church, in this Thing, as in many others, 


on their Office, the Levites. alſo wit h Inſtruments of Mu- 
eb of the Lord, which David the King bad made to 
pra the Lord, when David praiſed by their Miniſtry, 
and the Prieſts 2 Trumpets before them, all Iſrael 
$T92 0D, 2 Chron. vii. 6. ei WET 6 
But this Cuſtom of STANDING is derived not 


WH ive. For by the Erection of the Body weex- 
be Elevation of the Soul, when in Thankſ⸗ 
eig we lift it up unto the Lord; as by Kneel- 


one do we expreſſed the Contrition of our Hearts, 


evte —ͤ—ĩ—z3— AIR nr RY ——— —üUää — — —— 
* This alone, would of courſe, lead them into a better 
ner? inuwledge, and by conſequence, into a better Eiteem 
„of tt: Comman-Prayer, But, on the contrary, if this 
p 4 Caſtom of the People's joining in reading the Pſalms be 
75 ' laid atide, the effect of it will be, that in a few Years, 


ere will ſcarce be a Commoun-Prayer-Book in the Pa- 
d. and the effect of that, with regard to the Peoples 
inovwiedge and Value for it, I leave any one to gueſs at. 
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it turns them into a Set of Leſſons, and thereby 


from the Imitation of the Jews, but Direction of 


imſtating the Jewiſh. For when the Prigſts waited Ml 
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of the Affections of the Heart. And tho' continu- 


in theſe we read Joy, and Thankſgiving, in him 


Lore, ſtanding in the Courts of the Lord, Pſal. CXXX1V, 


having, (according to the Exhortation) get font) 


N Ty) * 
\ o- 


when in Confeſſion of Sin we humbled them be. 
fore the Throne of Grace. Theſe Poſtures ef 
Kneeling, and Standing, are natural Indication; | 


ed down in our Church, the ſame as before the 
Reformation, yet this 1s not in Conformity to the 
Uſage of Popery, but to the more aucient Appoint- 
ment, and, (if I may ſo ſpeak) original Rubric 
of Nature it ſelf; which hath not only eſtabliſh 
ed this Correſpondence of our inward Affection: 
with our bodily Geſtures, but hath alſo written 
it in our Countenances. Jn theſe likewiſe we read 
Contrition, and Shame, in him that is penitent; 


that rejoicetb. Do Men {mile at Confeſſion of 
Sin? or, Do they weep in Acts of Thankſgiving? 
So it is with the Poſtures, or Geſtures of the Bo 
dy ; they are ſuited, by Nature, to different Act. 
ons of Worſhip. And Non-conformity to them, 
becauſe they are enjoined alſo by the Church, is 
even unnatural, as well as irreligious. Opraife tl! 


After the PSALMS, follow the LESSONS. For 


God's mo wozthp praise, we proceed to heat 
his maſt holy UW9a2D, Aud thus a Rsſpite, or 
Intermiſſion, is given to the Bent of the Mind; 
tor whereas in the Work of Praiſing, it was active 
m Hearing it is only attentive. Beſides, à diffe 
rent Faculty of the Soul is now call'd upon to take 
its turn in the Werk of the Sanctuary. For be 
fore in the Pſalms the Will and Affections wett 
employ'd ; but now in the Leſſons chiefly the 
1 Us 


{ « 


- % Lo 


| in the Common. Prayer. 43 
Underſtanding. And it is with the Faculties of Þ} 
the Mind, as with the Members of the Body; 
that in working by turns, there ariſes no Weari- 
nels to either, but in both a mutual Emulation, 
and frem Emulation an Earneſtneſss. 
Thus when the Soul has been exalted by Acts 
of Praiſe, it is the more awaken'd to holy Specu- 
itton open'd to us in the Scriptures; and when 
dclighted with Speculation, in beholding the wondrous 
g of GOD's Lau, it eagerly returns to'Thank!- 
giving. For the Table of the Heart, like the Al- 
wr of GOD, is already warm'd by the Burnt- 
ottering of Thankſgiving taken out of the Plalms. 
And whatever new Materials of Praiſe, ga- 
tzcred out of the Ft Leſſon, are laid upon it, 
in a moment the Fire kindles, and breaks forth into 
Thankigiving. For the Subject and Supply where- 
at, the Church hath appointed thoſe Iwo ancient 
Hymns, the Te Deum, that is, WE PRAISE 
THEE, O GOD, Sc. or the * Beneaigite, that is, 
{> ALL YE WORKS OF THE LORD, Se. 


* This Canticle, enrituled, The Song of the Three 
Children, is aſcribed to the Three Iſi aelites, tang by 
them, in the midſt of the Fiery Furnace, as we read in 
ie Apecr;pha, But by whomſoe ver, and upon whatſo- 
ver Occaſion it was compoſed, or uttered, it is certain. 
e ancient, being univerſally uſed in the Church. 
„e the molt early Times, and by many counted a 
art of Scripture. But granting it otherwiſe, yer This, 
a0 the Te Deum are the only Hymns uſed in aur Ser- 
that are of Man's compoſing : Our Church being 
©4re/ul, even beyond all the ancient Chuches, in ſing- 
134 10 GOD, to ſing in the Words of GOD, This Can» 


licle is a Paraphraſe of the 148th P/alm. 


the 


46 The Beauty of Holineſs 
the Former framed for conſtant uſe, the: Latter 
for more particular Occaſions. The Firſt, (as tis 
nerally receiv'd ) was compoſed by St. Ambroſe, 


ol 


or an of . ; and hath been ever 
ſince uſed in the Church above Thirteen hundred 
Years. An Hymn to the Holy Trinity, worthy 
of the Spouſe of Chriſt, Rational, and Majeſtick; 
and among all the Compoſures of Man uninſpir # 
made for the Sanctuary, this may juſtly hold the 
Firſt Place, fir for the Tongue of Mex, and of Angeli. 
And 'tis obſervable, that the Church hath not 
added the Doxology, GLORY BE TO THE 
FATHER, C.. after this, as after all the other 
Hymns, to cloſe and crown it with Perfe&ion, 
For what is the Te Deum, but chiefly a Paraphraſe 
upon the Doxology, the ſame Hymn to the Bleſſed 
Trinity, only drawn in a larger Form: 
As the interpoſal of this Hymn after the Fir? 
Leſſon, gives the Mind a Reſpite from the Work 
of Attention; ſo the Loftineſs of it lifts up the 
Mind, and fits it for attending to the higher Things 
revealed in the Goſpel, which now in the Second 
Leſſon are read to the Congregation, - And. as at 
the firſt, when the Ange! had publiſh'd the Glad- 
tidings of Salvation, he was joined by a multitude of 
the heavenly Hoſt; ſo now when the ſame Tidings 
revealed in the New Teſtament are rehearſed by 
the Miniſter, he is likewiſe join'd by the whole 
| multitude of the Congregation, praifing GOD, and 
ing, BLESSED BE THE LORD, c. or that 
Pſalm, O BE JOYFUL, GS. Thus after each 
Le don ſucceeds an Hymn; after the Hearing of 
the Ear, follows the Rejoicing with the Lips; 
which, beſides the Relief ariſing to the Worſhip- 
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der by this Intercharge, beſides the Beauty arifing 


to che Worſhip by this Variety, has alſo this Ad- 
vantage, that in theſe Hymns, at the ſame Time 


we declare our Aſſent to the Scriptures read unto 
us, whilſt we magnifie their Excellency. For the 
Acknowledgment of Faith is beſt proved, when 
it breaks forth into Adoration, which is the nobleſt 
Lind of Confeſſion. ; £96 h oy 


In like manner the Leſſons for the Evening Ser- 


dice are followed by thoir reſpective Hymns. Two 


ate provided after each Leflon, for Variety; tho* 
the One, (as we before remark'd ) be chiefly fit- 
ted for the daily Service, the Other for more Fe- 
tival Seaſons, it bei 
ry ard apply them to the Occaſion. 0 


Now the Appointment of Two Leffons, One 


our of the Old, the Other out of the New Teſtamenty 
hat is it but to ſhew the Harmony and Conſent, 
mat the One bears to the Other? For what was 
wrapt up in the 0/4 Teſtament in 1 5 in Pro- 
miles, aud in Propheſies, is all open'd and unfol- 
ded in the New. The Types * — the Law, in 
reading the Goſpel, appear in Subſtance. The 
Promiſes made to the — in the former, are 
in the latter fulfilled to us. And the Prophecies 
made by the Prophets, in the Writings of the E- 
vangeliſts we hear bro't to paſs. Thus, as in the 
non of Iſalab, one Seraphim cry d to another, ſay- 
% Holy, Holy, Holy, Iſai, vi. 3. fignifying the 
:hree Perſons in the Trinity; 10 the Ola and New 


, 1- :522ut anſwer One to the Other, teſtifying the 


Dith and Worſhip of the ſame One GOD, the 
ir:nity in Unity ; and in all Things their witneſs 
i3rees together. 8 
Now 


ng left to the Miniſter to va- 
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48 1 he Beauty of Hollaefs © 
Now as by this Harmony of the Leſſons the 


der, wherein they are read, the Underſtanding is 
enlightned. For Firſt, One out of the Od Tejta- 
ment, then the Other out of the New z correſpon- 
dent to the Order of Time, wherein the Holy 
Ghoit publiſhed them to the World ; and where- 
by the Mind of the Hearer is gradually led from 
a darker Revelation, to a clearer View, and pre- 
pared by the Veils of the Law, to bear the Light 
breaking forth in the Goſpel, -  —» 


the Old or New Teftament, are read in our Ears; we 
ſhould not let them paſs away, as a vulgar Hiſto- 
ry, or an idle Legend, or as the Word of Man; 
but reverently liſten to it, as it is in truth the Word 
of GOD, For the Minifter, in reading the Scrip- 
tures, is even as Aaron was, the Mouth of GOD to 
the People; for which cauſe he is directed“ to 


« from GOD; ” and to read STANDING, to 
ſigniſie his Authority. When therefore he ſtand- 
eth up, in order to read the Leſſon, let every de- 
vout Hearer take up that Advice, which Eli gave 
to Samuel, waiting lkewile in the Sanctuary, ſay- 
ing within himfelt; Sp:ah, Lord, for thy ſervant hear- 
eth, x Sam. iii. 9. And let us not only harkeng but 
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us; if Precepts, let theſe teach us; if Commands, 
let theſe bind us; if Promiſes, let theſe encou- 


7 — 
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eies, let rheſe comfort us; if Judgments, let theſe 
awaken us. In whatſoever way the Leſſon brings 
us biftrathion in Rigrtrotiſneſs, which it always dota 
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Faith of the Hearers is eſtabliſned; ſo by the Or-. 


Whilit therefore the Leſſons, whether out- of 


turn his Face to them, as ſpeaking to them 


apply what we hear: It Examples, let theſe lead 


rage us; if Threats, let theſe warn us; if Mer- | 


in the Commons Prayer. 49 
'1 ſome way, let us at the cloſe anſwer with the. 
Congregation of Iſrael, ſaying, in our Hearts, Al 
thy; the Lord bath Jpoken, we will do, Exod. xix. 8. 
The Time would fail me, ſhould I here ee 
upon the Wiſdom and Judgment of our Church, 
in chuſing out, and ſuiting the Leſſons to * parti- 
cular Days, and Occaſions, whether of Feſtivals, 
or Faſts. But one Thing I muſt re-mind you, 
thar on f Sundays, the chief Days of the Aſſem- 
| H _ bly, 
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as for Saints-Days, the Firft Leſſon is generally 
choſ-a out of the moral Rooks, ſuch as Proverbs, Eccle- 
lite, Eecluſ and Wiſzom 3 which being Inftructions 
of an holy Converſation and godlineſs, are tho't moſt fit 
to be read on the Days of Saints, whoſe Lives were Ex- 
amp les thereof. The Second Leſſon, if it relates not to 
the 1 of the Saint, goes on in the ordinary 
Courte. | £2 | 
i Which Choice was the principal Addition and Amend- 
ment made at the Reviſal of the Liturgy, under Queen 
El:725etb ; the Leſſons tor the Sundays. and almoſt for 
a!! #0/v*d ys, did, in King, Edward's Liturgy, take their 
Tuen as other ordinary Days, in the Calendar. | 
Now in the Courſe of Leſſons, for ordinary Days, the 
Church begins with Geneſis, when ſhe begins the Year, 
and {2 continues on, thro' all the Books of the Old Teſt a- 
ene, © (except certain Books, and Chapters, that are 
ea edifying ) till near Advent. To which Time the 
500k of Jai ah is reſerved, being the cleareſt Prophecy 
dt CH, and his Coming, and therefore moſt ſuitable 
3 tat Seaſon. | 1 | 
But in the Leſſons for Sundays, the Church rakes a 
iſterent Conrſe. For it begins the Book uf Gene/rs on 
2129 e/ima Sunday, becauſe then begins the Time of 
| Penance, 


: 


50 The Beauty of Holineſs 
bly, the Firſt Leſſons are ſo wiſely choſen ot, 8 
to contain all the moſt material and inſtructie 


Paſſages in the Old Ty/tament. By this Method the 
| 1 Poorer 


oe 
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bees, to which Geneſis, tteating of the Fall of Man, 
and God's Judgments upon the World for Sin, is tho't 


beftro ſuii. And ſo it goes on thto the other Books in 


order, only Iſa:ab is reſerved till Advent, for the L eſſin 


alſo on Sundays, as well at ordinary Days, and for the 


aforeſaid Reaſon- 


** and might be beſt ſpared, are Chronicles, and Solomon 
Song, the former being omitted, becauſe almoſt the 
fame as the Books of King,; the latter, becauſe of it 
myſtical Signification. Alſo ſome particular Chapters in 
other Books are omitted, becauſe the fame, with forme 
read before, or becavſe full of Genealogies, or ſome 0 
ther Matter, which is leſs edifying; or becauſe wrapt up 
in Myſtery and Vifion, as many Chapters in Ezelit. 
And for this Reaſon alſo the Book of the Revelation i 
not read, only ſome particalar Chapters taken out of f 
upon particular Holy-days- 
afier the Canonical Books of the Old Teſtament at 
read thro”, to fill up the remaining Part of the Yew, 
ſome Books of the 4pocrypha are appointed to be read; 
wherein the Church thus juſtifies ber ſelf, in her Arzrcis, 
that ſhe reads theſe Books for Inſtruction of Lie 
and Example of Manners; but yet doth not app! 
„ them to eſtabliſh any Doctrine: Moreover, that ibo 
they be not Canone Seripture, yet they © are agre 
« able to the ſame; and that theſe may be read to tif 
Congregation, as well as Sermons preach'd, ,which it 
confeſſedly buman Writings, and often much inferno} 
2nd ſometim es not © agrecable to the ſame : Laſth, Thil 
none of theſe Books are appointed to be read on the * 
j1 


Thoſe Books, and Chapters, that are leaſt edifying; 


in the Common-Prayer, 5 
Poorer Sort, who have neither Skill to read the 


ins of them on the Week. Days, even theſe have 


H 2 | not 
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the Canonical Books. | | | | 
But how can the Sed ariſts object, that the Church, 
dy reading theſe, excludes, or (in their own Phraſe 
jules out the Canonical Scriptures, when they ornit 
be publick reading of far the greateſt Part of them. 
For if they keep to the DIRECTORY, that appoints, 
* Thar Two Leſſons, One out of each Teſtament, be 
* read at every Meeting, which is ſeldom held but twice 


reads, Which are moreover Four Leffons for each of the 
other Six Days of the Week. And as to their Order in 


eit, “ That ordinarily, where the reading in either 
„ Te/tarzent ends on one Lord's-Day, it is to begin the 
" nexr, If then they begin the Year at Geneſis, for the 
„e fons, they cannot go beyond the Middle of Le- 
re i © #bich makes up 104 Chapters; nor beyond the 
aal of st. Luke, in the Goſpels, nor beyond Epbeſſans 

in the Ep:/Hesz which rogether make up the ſame number 
lor the Two 2d Leffons ; ſuppoting that they begin that 


he" for Morning at St. Matt bew, and the other, for the E- 
* vening, at Romans. Not bur it has been, and is, the 


Cuſſom, in many Meetings, to read no Leſſon at all. 
© {:it the Ordinance of Preaching be ſtraitned, as the 
DIRECTORY, above all Things, cantions 

as the Method of reading the Scriprures in the 
Church of Rome, I ſhall only repeat the Words of our 
Reformers, that whereas the ancient Fathers fo order d 
he Matter, chat all the whole Bible, or the rg 
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Scriptures, nor always Leiſure to attend the read- 
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gays; but { as we faid ) the very choiceſt Chapter of | 


on Snudays; that is, Four Chapters every Sunday. Let 
this amounts but to the ſeventh Part of what the Church 


reading them, if they follow the DIRECTORY, this ap- 
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52 The Beauty of Holineſs 


not only the Goſpel preached unto them, but moreover, 


| Moſes, and the Prophets, read to them every Sabbath. 


day. : 
But to proceed: When the two Leſſons are thus | 


followed by their reſpective Hymns, then comes 
ona Rehearſal of the CREED, by all the Congre 


gation ; in which they give their Aſſent to the par. 


- ticular Scriptures now read unto them; and not 


to them only, but to all the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, which are clearly contained in the Bo- 
Ay of the Scriptures; and which are affirmed, and 
not without Grounds, to be collected into this 


& Part of it, ſhould be read over once every Year ; thi 
« godly and decent Order hath been fo altered, broken, 
and neglected, by planting in uncertain Stories, and 
&* Legends, with a multitude of Reſponds, Verſes, vain 
“ Reperitions, Commemorations, and Synodals z that 
« commonly, when any Book of the Bible was begun, 
& after Three or Four Chapters were read out, all the 
* reſt were left unread, For the Remedy whereof, the 
« reading of the Holy Scripture was by them fo det 
“ forth, that all Things ſhould be done in order, with- 
* gut breaking one Piece from another. For this Caule 
Were cut off Anthems, Reſponds, Invitatories, aud 
* ſuch like Things, as did break the continual Cour 
* of reading of the Scripture. 

Thus then, if we look on the Rigbt- hand, or on the 
Left, tothe Pap:ſts, or Diſſenters, our Order of teil. 
ing the Scripture far exceeds them both. Nay, it ſeem 
to exceed the Order of the ancient Fathers ; for where 


* 


' they ſo ordered it, “ that all the whole Bible, or tht 
„ greateſt Part of it, ſhould be read over once eye) 


* Year; in our Church, the Old Teſtament is read onch 
but the New thrige every Lear. ö BY 
ert 


in the Common- Prayer. 33 


Creed by the Apoſtles themſelves, and upon this 
Account it is entituled, the Apeſtle's Creed. 

But my principal Buſineſs, at preſent, is to 
obſerve that admirable Order, and Chain, where- 
by the ſeveral Parts, and Offices of the Common- 
Prayer are held together, 

Now the Rehearſal of the Creed is placed be- 
tween the Duties of Hearing, and of Prayer; it 
comes after the Reading GOD's moft Holy Word, and 
goes beiore the asking thoſe Things, that are neceſſary 
+ well for the Body, as the Soul. | 


5/2, If we conſider it with regard to the Leſſons, 
what could follow with greater Propriety? For 
nc Faith cometh by bearing, Rom. x. 17. it was 
mect that Confeſſion of Faith ſhould follow, as 
its proper Production. On the other Hand, fince 
he Word read profiteth not, unleſs mixed with Faith in 
them that hear it, Heb. iv. 2. therefore this Rehear- 
{ni of the Creed, which awakens and firengthens 
r Faith, reflects back an Efficacy upon the Word 
jutt read in our Ears. So that the Leſſons being 
followed by the Creed, by this Connexion there is 


a reciprocal Vertue, a mutual Confirmation de- 


rid from One to the Other. But, 


econdly, If we conſider the Creed, with regard 
to the Prayers which follow in the Collects, and Li- 
, the Confeſſion of Faith is a good Pre parative 
th-reunto, For it declares to us the true Object 
of all Chriſtian Worſhip to be ONE GOD, ſub- 
Jing in THREE PERSONS; without which 
<''tinft Knowledge of the One only True G O D, we 
Curiſtians ſhould, like the blind Samaritans, wor- 


' fp 


4 " 
f 
ä > —_—— 
* th . 1 
* . n „ Oo Ee rein dE iooed oo x 
CA, orwuate 4/2. a 2 —— ——— — oF del," tin. 
N > 2 N : 
s., + + p — f 1 87 
1 


my LEY | 3 o 


' 


"— —— 
$. Fw 
1 


4 D 
= . = » 


54 The Beauty of Holineſs 
ſbiß we know not what ; or like the Athenians, nolefs 

blind in this reſpect, build our Altars to an unknown 
| God, We learn then from the Creeds, thoſe Con- 
feſſions of the Chriſtian Faith, what the right 
Faith 1s, namely, That we muſt worſnip One GOD in 
Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, Naw as without Faith, 
ſo without this right Faith, tis equally impoſibl: 
to pleaſe G0 D. 
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In this judicious placing of the Creed, ſo viſibly 
20 the uſe, of edifying, our Church doth excel the 
Church of Rome. For, as we before obſerv'd, that 
their Confeſſion of Sin, was improperly placed 
in the latter Part of their Service, > * Con- 
feſſion of Faith, is as unprofitably placed in the 
beginning of it. But let not the Dyſexters rejoice, 
that we put this Objection into their Mouth a- 
gainſt the Papiſts, for miſplacing the Creed, fince 
they allow it no place at all. But why? ls it not 
Faith that quic lens? And can the Confeſſion of it be 
called a © dead Letter? But to proceed...... 
This Conteſſion of Faith is made by the whole 
Congregation, the People repeating it after the 
Miniſter. For it is not enough for a Chriſtian to 
believe rightly with his Heart, unleſs he confels 
the ſame openly with his Mouth. Now our Church 
hath provided for ys in both: For as in hearing 
the Leſſons, with the Heart Man believeth unto righte- 
ouſneſs; io in rehearfing the Creed, with the Mouth 
Confeſſion is made unto Salvation, Rom. x. 10, 

And for this Reaſon the Creed is {a formed, as 
to be rehearſed by every one in his own Perſon, 
not by the Congregation, as a Body ; we do not 
confeſs in conjunction, laying, We believe in _ 
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but each for himſelf, ſaying, T believe, & c. Inſo- 
much that the Prieſt himſelf, who elſewhere is 
the publick Miniſter of the Congregation, ſeems 
here to become a private Member of it, even as 
others, confeſſing only for himſelf. Wherefore 
et not the People deceive themſelves; imagining, 
nat if the Minifter recites the Creed, and they ſay 
nen, at the Cloſe, that this ſhall be imputed to, 
and accepted for them; for his Confeſſion is whol- 


iy perſonal, made only for himſelf; he ſaith, even 


every other Perſon, I believe, Wherefore he is 
here not the People's Deputy, but only Guide, 
ging before them; he is not the Mouth, but ra- 
wer Hand to the Congregation, leading them on 
making their Confeffion; and they ought all to 
low him with an audible Voice. 

This open Confeſſion with the Mouth, to be made 
by all the People, is chiefly with regard to Men; 


ctore whom hereby as we give Glory to G OD; 
oe call upon others to be 2 

and Followers of our Faith. For with regard to 
GOD, who ſeeth the Heart, it is ſufficient to a 
Man's Righteouſnefs, or Juſtification in his fight, 
it he believeth with the Heart, And in this reſpe& 
allo the Practice of the Church of Rome ſeems 
deficient, which appoints the Creed, as well as 
Lord's-Prayer, to be {aid ſecrets, ſecretly, that is, 
either mentally, with the Heart, not with the 
\outh, which is no Confeſſion at all; or filently, 
every one to himſelf, not audibly in the hearin 
ot the Congregation; which defeats the 1 
Effects of Confeflion to wit, the ſatistying the 
Congregation, that we hold the ſame Faith, and 
15 encouraging and confirming them inthe ſame. 


For 
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itneſſes, Approvers, 
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For the firmer Eftabliſhment of our Faith, the 
Church hath appointed that Confeſſion, common- 


ly called the Creed of St. Atbanaſius, to be uſed in- 


ſtead of the Apo/Hes Creed. This being too large 


| for the daily Service, is appointed to be uſed on 


the Three great Feaſt-Days, to wit, on Chriſtm.c- 
Day, Eaſter Day, and Whitſunday, ( theſe Days be- 


ing to us High-Days) and moreover on Ten other 


lefler Feſtivals, placed between thoſe greater, at 
fuch Intervals, that once every Month, at leaſt, 
this excellent Creed might take its turn in our 
Worſhip. So careful is our Church, that her 
Children ſhould, above all things, underſtand, 
and that underſtanding they ſhould hold the Catho- 
lick Faith. | 

This Creed, ( ſaith the learned * Hooker ) was 
* both in the Eat. and Veſt Churches, accepted asa 
« 'Freaſure of an ineſtimable Price, by as many 


as had not given up even the very Ghoſt of Be- 
lief. And thus hath it been accepted hy Our 


Church, and may it thus ever remain, may it 
ever ſtand, as eſtabliſhed with the other Tuo 


Creeds in our Liturgy, For ſeeing this likewiſe is 


The Confeſion of our Chriſtian Faith, as in the Ru- 
brick it is entituled, they that ſtrike at it, what 
do they, but ſtrike at the Eitabliſhment, not fo 
much of the Churth of England, as of the Church of 
Chrift. | | 

Thus far then we are advanced; and we truſt, 
that hitherto Order and Variety hath fully ap- 
pear'd, the Peauty of Holineſs hath ſhone forth in 
the principal Parts of our Service, as they are laid 
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* Eccleſ. Pol. . 3. 8.42. 


down 


in the Common-Prayer. 57 


deu in the Exhortation. We have ſeen our 
Church acknowledging her Sins, in the Confeſſion 5 


then ſetting forth G O D's moſt worthy Praiſe in 
the Halms; then hearing his moſt holy Word, in 
ons; and after that, with one Heart, and 
one Mouth, declaring her Aſſent to the Catholick 
Fitch, in the Creed. And now having her Conſci- 
<2 abſolved from her Sins, and her Affections 
warmed with Thankſgiving, and her Underitand- 
iro enlightned by the Word, and her Faith ſtrength- 
dec by her publick Confeſſion, how fit and pre- 
eis ſhe to enter ſolemnly on Supplication and 
Liver and to 45k thoſe Things that are neceſſary, as 


or the Body, as the Soul, as they are appointed 


1 the following Parts of the Service, to wit, the 


(old, and Litany? | Z 
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777 


SERMON III. 


N OW here I muſt obſerve the Degency of 
wn" our Church, that ſhe doth not Ta it 
NS abruptly upon this Office of Prayer, an 
Sen more than ſhe did upon that of Praife, 
For as before the Els, there was 4 mutual Ex. 
hortation between the Miniſter and People, the 
Miziſter exhorting the People, Pꝛaiſt ye the Lozd: 
the People ande The Lord z name be pzaid: 
To here, before they begin their Petitions, the Mi. 
niſter bleſſeth the People for this hol Work. ſay⸗ 
ing, The Loz d be with you: 2 Thel. iii. 16. and 
the People pray for him, in the diſcharge of it, 
replying, And with thy ſpirit, 2 Tim, iv. 22 
Theſe Forms, ſaith an ancient * Council, all thc 
Eaſt retains, as deliver'd down by the Apoſtles, 
And in theſe Connexions, the Wiſdom of the 
Church bath imitated the Sk ill of Nature. For a 
in framing the Body of Man, Nature has not oi. 
ly form'd the Limbs in Proportion, and placed 
them in order ; but has alſo faſten'd them with 
Toints, which ſcem made no leſs for Beauty than 


——— 


em 


I Placuit ut Epiſcopi & Presbyters uno modo falutet. 
popu lum, dicentes, Dorainss vobiſcum; & ut refpondes 
tur à populo, & cum ſpiritu tuo: cut & ab ipſis Ay. 
ſtolt traditum omni Oriens retinet. Concil. Braca l. 
Can. 21. 363. . 
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in the Common Prayer. 59 
Neceſſity; ſo in compoſing the Body of our Com- 
mon- Prayer, the Church bath not only framed the 
ſeveral Offices of a due Length, and ranged them 
in a juſt Method, but has likewiſe united them 
with Verficles, as it were with Joints, which, tho 
leſs regarded, are yet the no leſs beautiful than 


af neceffary Parts of our Liturgy ; ſo that we ſhall 
1 find as great Comlineſs and Art in theſe Connexi- 
" ons as there is in the Compoſitions themſelves. 
1 But before they all kneel down, the Miniſfer 
. beſpeaks the Congregation, in that moſt ancient 
h born, Let us pꝛap, which being repeated in ſe- 
. cral Places, hath its ſeveral Uſes: | 
d: st, Of Inſtruction, teaching us, that now we 
M.. enter upon Prayer, which hath been fer a- while 
ay intermitted. Let us, who have been employed 
and Eraiſing, and in Hearing, paſs on to the Duty 
it. ct Praying. Let us now Pray. 7 

ik S:condly, Of Invitation, calling upon the People 
the MY an in the following Prayers, and not to liſten, 
les, che Leffons, The Miniſter challenges not 
the bis Office to himſelf, ſaying. to the People, Hear 
or a me Fray, but, Let «s pray; Let us all join inthis 
on- 01% Work. | 


yo Thirdly, Of Admonition, baniſhing all Drowſi- 
ad cls, Bufineſs, Wandrings, Vanities, and Levities, 
ther our Tho'ts and Demeanours, at this ſolemn 
Duty, * Let us not dream like the Sluggard, nor 
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bett . : | 3 
1 : ha ( d ο S mex dere) + Aa, z mos unc Abo- 
„ er, f Mαν 1" vevoy- Let the. Deacon 
-.c1 1 ne Congregation, that no Perfon whiſpers, or 


vs or laughs, or nods. Apeſt. Conſtitat. Cb. 57. 
00k 2. | 
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60 The Beauty of Holineſs © 
muſe like the Worldling, nor gaze about like the 
Idle, nor talk like the Impertinent, nor laugh like 
the Inſolent; but let us — mind what we 
are about; Let us fray. TY 
Fourt hy, Ot Exhortation, awakening, exciting, 
and inflaming our Piety. In the ancient Liturgie, 
the Deacon was appointed to cry aloud, ers- 


Hb! that is, let us pray vehemently ; and a. 


gal, ſome Time after, er see more vehement- 
And this is the uſe of it in the firſt Inſertion 


ol it at the latter End of the Litany; where hay. 


ing all along prayed in an earneſt manner, that 
our Devotion may not flag, but hold on tothe End, 


the Church calls upon us, Let ut pray, that is, pray 


on with equal or greater Vehemency. 

Fifthly, ic ſerves for a Mark of Tranſition, from 
one kind of praying to another, from f Preces, to 
Orationes. And in this laſt Senſe it is inſerted again 
at the Clole of the Litany. Let us change and col. 
lect our alternate Supplications into Collect; Let 
us, who have prayed Litany-wiſe, now pray Col. 
lect-wiſe 7 7 
And after all theſe Uſes of this Form, ſhall it 
be treated as an uſeleſs Tautology? Let thoſe,who 
have neither Wandrings, nor Weakneſs in Prayer, 
deſpiſe this Exhortation ; let thoſe who have no 
Variety or Diſt inction in their Worſhip, deride thi 


Mark of Tranſition; let them mock at theſe Helps 


— ͤ —ʒ́ʒ— ——— 
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+ In the Latin Liturgies, Preces were thus diſtin 
guiſn'd from Orationes, Preces were thoſe alternate Pe- 
titions, where the People join'd with ſhort Reſponſals, c 
Verſicles. Oratzones were thoſe. that were ſaid by the 
Prieſt alone, the People only anſwering Amen. | 
o 


in the Common. Prayer. 61 


the very Heathen reprove them, who conſcious ot 
the ſame human Infirmities, appointed * one at 
their Sacrifices to cry aloud, at ſet Times; Tim 
uns, attend, or mind what you are about. 


After this Form, both Prieſt, and People al knows | 


ling, begin with the Lord's-Prayer, Now tho' this 
Prapver was {aid once before, to wit, after the Ab- 
{lution ; yet that, as we obſerved, was a diſtinct 
():Hce of 1t ſelf, and ſeparated from this, we are 
now entring upon, by the Interpoſal of Two di- 
{in Offices, or Duties, namely of Praiſe, as in 


the Pſalms, and of Hearing, as in the Leſjons: And 


therefore all now following the Cr-ed, being a di- 


{1:1 Office, the inſerting the Lord's-Prayer here 


che Beginning, ſerves, as to perfect, ſo to di- 


Unguiſh it. And tho' this Prayer be uſed ſeve- 


ral Times, in the Courle of the Morning-Service, 

yi it cannot be {aid to be repeated, unleſs this 
? s 

were done in the ſame Office. | EPPS, 

inthe foriner uſe of this Prayer, there went be- 


tote 1t a Confeſſion of Sin at large; and here it is 


fly introduced by, Kdeis 3ninovy,or, Lutd have mer⸗ 


o upon us which is a perfect Confeſſion of Sin, 


12 wrapt up in ſo ſhort a Sentence, or Verſicle. 
ay, it is not only a Confeſſion, but a ſhort Li- 
tany, as it was called by the Ancients, And it 
ha this reſemblance with our larger Litany; for 


232 
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Ona ol ieędis es oi m fs dd, & ut webe 
7 geg wry, * wa D. Wen the Fricits are 


- — — 


of. ating in ſacred Tung, tne Cryer proclaims with a 


loud Voice, Atcend, mind what you are about. Plu- 
#701) 313 Coriolanjẽe᷑ | 


| _ 


of Devotion. We reprove them not; no, but let 
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THE SON REDEEMER OF THE WORLD, 


MISERABLE SINNERS; ſo in this Supplication 


62 The Beauty of Holineſs 
as in that we call upon each Perſon inthe Trinity, 
by a diftint Invocation, crying, 1/t. O GOD 


THE FATHER OF HEAVEN, 2dly, O GOD 


2dy. © GOD THE HOLY GHOST PRO. 
CEEDING FROM THE FATHER AND 
THE SON: HAVE MERCY UPON Us 


thrice repeated, we are taught to pray, ſaying, 
LORD the Father, * CHRIST, (or Lord) the 
Son, LORD the Holy Ghoſt: HAVE MERCY 
UPON US. This f Threefold Repetition of 
the Words, is with regard to the Three Perſons 
in the Trinity, to which it is thus Thrice ſepa- 
rately addreſſed. 
This moſt humble and pathetick Litany, di- 
rected to the Bleſſed Trinity, is generally, thro'- 


— ä — — 


* For in the Greek Church, the fame Words Rudels 
zA, Lord have mercy upon us, were thrice repeated; 
bur the Latin Church, { which borrowed it from the 
Greek, as appears by their retaining ſtill the Greek Words 
in their Lirurgy } changed the Second Verſicle into Xex- 
Sy FAGn 765. 


1 Upon this account let the Clerks, and People, take 
heed not to ſay a Fourth Time, Lord bave mercy upon 
us, which is, in effect, to make Four Perſons in the Tri- 
nity ; which nevertheleſs they are ſometimes apt to do, 
beeauſe they are uſed to do fo in the Litany, not conſi- 
dering, that in hat Place they are to repeat all the Three 
Verſicles after the Miaiſter, whereas here they are 10 fay 
them alternately, by way of Reſponſe, not Repetition; 
ſo that only the Second Verſicle, CHri ſt have mercy up- 
64 15, comes to the Peoples Turn, the Firſt, and Laff, 
beloaging to the Miniſter. 

Qu; 


9 - 


644 the Litany, laced before the Lord's-Prayer, 
a5 a proper Introduction to it; the Church here- 


3 


he Object of our Wai that this Prayer, aud 
5 conſequence all our 

oucht to be the Pattern, is to be directed to the 
Trinity; and that by the . Father, in the 
Veclace of it, not the Firſt Perſon alone, but the 
other Two are equally included: For we pray not, 


by ſeeming to intimate Theo Things: FR. 4 


\aying, The Father, but Our Father. The Second ' 


Hung intimated is, As to the Manner of our Wor- 
ip; that we ought with all Humility to ap- 


proach his Majeſty, acknowledging has es SF > 
Mercy we preſume to call him Father; a Name 


which the 6 Jews never uſed in Prayer, having re- 
;civ'd the Spirit of Bondage to fear, Rom. viii. 15. 
»hereas we Chriſtians bave recerved at our Baptiſm, 


th. Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 


and for this Reaſon the * Carechumens, in the an- 


„„ 


Nomen Dei Patris nemins proditum fuerat. Rtiam 
5 de 1pfo interrogaverat Moſes, aliud quidem nomem ate 
airrat. Noby revelatum eſt in filio. Tertullianus de 
Orat. Dom. | N 


* Miffa Catechumenorum eſt ab ineroitu uſque ad Of- 


fer:orium: que miſſa ab omittendo dicitur: quomam 


quando ſacer do, ineipit conſecrare Buc bar iſtiam, Cates 
ent fors de Ecciefia mittuntur : unde anti quitim 
0:1: Evangelio Diaconws ſupra pulpitum acclamat e ſo- 
Ius Catecouments adeft, eæcat fers Dur. lib. 
According to that ancient Order; Ardxor@ry 


© 2. 
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* 


Leg Audwentium, ( ſive Catechumenor HR } ſe. ad ſie. 
anti. Apoſt, lib. 8, c. 3 


cient 
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Trayers, of which this 


Diacanus, in excelſum locum aſcendens, ciamabat, 
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64 b T he Beauty of Holineſs a 

cient Church, tho? embracing the Faith, and 
taught therein, yet being unbaptized, and ſo un- 
capable to call God Father, were not allowed to 
be preſent at the Lord's-Prayer, that Prayer being 


then uſed only at the Communion- Ser vice, which be- 


gan after the Catechumens were diſmiſſed, 

Eut to proceed, As the Lords-Prayer is introdu- 
ced, ſo is it followed by Verſicles, and Reſponſals; 
 whichno Man ought to call or look upon as idle 


Sentences, or the broken Remains of ancient Li- 


turgies, ſtuffed into ours only to preſerve them from 
being loſt; for they are preſerved in the Scriptures 
themſelves, one Tittle whereof ſhall never fail; 
and were choſen out thence by the Primitive 
Church, as the greateſt Helps and Ornaments of 
her Worſhip. Indeed the greateſt Part of them are 
taken out of the Pſalms, that Store-houſe of Primi- 
tive Devotion: and for this Reaſon the Miniſter in 
reading them 1s ordered to Stand, asat the reading 
of the Pſalms. Not but in alternate Petitions, 
where the People are to bear a Part, the Standing 
up of the Miniſter is moſt convenient as well as 
ancient; that the People may the better hear, and 
ſo keep their Turns in making their Anfwerswith 
greater Exactneſs and Uniformity. . 
But as to theſe before us, it is not only their 
Divine Original in the Scriptures, nor their ancient 
Uſe in the Church; but alſo tkeir own Genuine 
Import and Propriety, that chiefly juſtifies this 
their Place in our Liturgy, For by 4 due atten- 
tion we ſhall find, as Dr. Comber obſerves, that 
they anſwer to the ſeveral Collects, that are to fol- 
low; and are the Compendiums of them, or ra- 
ther Prefaces to introduce them, and to 2 
them 


— 
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them on in Succeſſion. Thus, O LORD SHEW 
THY MERCY UPON US, Pſal. Ixxxv. 7. 
+AND &c. being a Petition for Mercy and Salva- 
tion, anſwers generally to the Collect for the Sun- 
4% O LORD SAVE THE KING, P/al. xx. 
9. „the Seßtuagint. AND, Sc. anſwers to the 
Collect for the King, and in him for the Royal Fa- 
iy. ENDUE THY MINISTERS WITH 


RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND, Oc. and, O LORD 
SAVE THY PEOPLE,  Fſal. cxxxii. 9. and 


xiii. 9. AND, Sc. Theſe anſwer to the Col- 
ect for the Clergy and People, GIVE PEACE IN 
OUR TIME O LORD, xChroz. xxi. 9.. BE- 
CAUSE, Cc, and, O GOD, MAKE CLEAN 
OUR HEARTS WITHIN US, Pal. li. 10, is. 
AAP, Sc. Theſe anſwer reſpectively to the Two 
handling Collects for the Morning and Evening, 
the former anſwers to the Collects for Peace, the 
:itter to the Collects for Grace: And thus we ſhall 
had nothing in our Common- Prayer ſuperfluous, or 
accidental, not the leaſt Sentence, but what hath 
both a proper Signification, and a juſt Connexion. 


— nn iD 


Note, That each Verſicle and Anſwer being join'd by 
the Cot junction, And, makes them both but the fame 
Priicion continued. So is it, if the Anſwer be join'd 
>; he Conjunction, Becauſe, as here. © becauſe none O- 
ber fighteth for, Sc. or if it be joio'd by the Rela- 
„ Ho, ax the Churching of Women, O Lord, 
* fave this Woman, thy Servant, ho putteth her truſt. 
72, {2 211 theſe Cafes it is ſtill the Continuat ion of the 
e Petition, tho' put into Two Sentences, and the 
ee pronounced by the Miniſter, and the latter by 
the EGDICs + ; 
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66 The Beauty of Holineſs 
I confeſs, that the ſuiting of theſe ſcriptural Sen- 
tences to the Prayers following, could not be the 
Intention of the Compilers ot our Service; becauſe - 
ſome of theſe Prayers, (namely, that for the King, 
for the Royal Family, for the Clergy and People) were 
added afterwards, at different Times: ſo that, to 
ſpeak properly, theſe Sentences were not deſignedas 
Compendiums of their reſpective Prayers, but ra. 
ther the Prayers were added asParaphraſes on thoſe 
Sentences ; and perhaps this might be in the View 
and Intention, of the Compoſers of them. But hoy- 
ever it came to paſs, whether thro' Accident or In. 
tention, ſtill there is that natural Harmony and 
Correſpondence between them: ſo that all Parts 
of our Service hang together; all anſwer to each 
other. | ; 
Proceed we then to conſider the COLLECTS them- 
ſelves. It is not material to enquire into the ori- 
ginal of the Name, why they were called Colli 
Whether it were with regard either. 
Firſt, To the Congregation, theſe Prayers being 
uſedin behalf of the People colletled and gathered in- 
to a publick Aſſembly: Or: 
Secondly, To their Matter, they being generally 
collected out of the Epiſtles and Goſpels ; or rather, 
Thirdly, To their Form, the Miniſter in theſe 
collecting into one Prayer the Petitions of the Peoplt 
which in the former Part of the Service were an 
ciently divided between him and the People by 
Verſicles and Reſponlals; for which Reaſon God 
is deſir'd in many of them to hear the Petitions o 
J 
But paſſing by theſe Enquiries, let us confide! 
chiefly their Antiquity and their Excellency. 


' 
4 


Fit 
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F;/t, As to their Antiquity, which adds often- 
mes a value to things that are utterly decayed 


without any fartherUſe or Comelineſs; now it muſt 


be alledged in favour of theſe, that they have been 
uſed in the Weſtern Church, moſt of them above 
even hundred Years, many ofthem long before. 
tor almoſt all the Collects for the Swwdays, and the 
principal and greater Feſtivals, are fourd in the 
* SACRAMENTARY of Gregory the Great, In which 
Ofce tho' he added ſome new Prayers, yet he de- 
clares, that in the general Work, he was rather a 
Compiler than Compoler. In which Compilement, 
to avoid the charge of Noveltv, for which he was 
cem ured, he doubtleſs went back into the higheſt 
Antiquity, He himſelf calls theſe Collects g an- 
int; and we have no reaſon to doubt, but that 
{ome of them might be derived from the original 
Liturgies of the Firſt Century; when upon the cea- 
ing ofthe Gift of Prayer, with all other ſupernatu- 
cal Gifts of the Spirit, the Church was obliged to 
em poſe and to uſe ſet Forms of Worſhip, whereof 
dur Lord had left her aPattern in his ownPrayer, and 
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Doncerning which Work of bis, and his Alterations 


tnerein, be thus juſtifirs himſelf, in his Epiſtle to Fobn, 
Binop of Syracuſe. Quod aliqui amici eſis, vel Grace, 
ic Latini, neſoio, quaſi ſub zelo ſanctæ Roman Eccle- 
jc ce mers diſpoſitionibus murmurarent; n quo Græ- 
97471 Conſuetudenem ſecuti ſums, qui aut 8 verterts no- 
les eparadimus, aut nova & utiles conſtiruimus. S. 
Gries. Reg. Ep. 64. ä 
Purandus gives alſo this Account of it. B. Gregori- 
v8 {eciuſjs hy que nimia © incongrua videbantur, ratio- 
101/71 coadunavit : congrua multa nihiloming per ſe 
nere ſuper adden. Lib. 4. Cap. 15» a 
| Ns wherein 
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{:rane Tneenſe, To the Prieſt himſelf had been cut 
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and have been ſince that Period uſed in its Worſhip, 
And having beenſent up Day by Day not by us of 
his Church only, but. by many Saints of other 
M1wvons, having been breath'd forth by many 
thouſands, yea thouſands of thouſands of Congre- 
galions, may not theſe be tho't thoſe ſweet Odowr g 
which jill the golden cenſerof our great High- prięſt, and 
„ich he is faid to offer — the golden Altar? For 
nut were theſe ſweet Odours? We are told that 
the, are the Prayers of the Saints. Neither are they 
ſluweet, the leſs acceptable, becauſe they are 
ed up Day by Day, the very ſame Prayers that 
offered up by our Fathers. For thus the of- 
eng of the material Incenſe, appointed for Morn- 
17 1ad Evening, to which theſe {piritual Offerings 
der, was of the {ame Compoſition, tempered toge- 
to; (ire and holy: the Prieſt durſt not add to nor di- 
1m1\h trom it, nor temper it with any mixture of 
kis own, For in that caſe, as the Pertume had been 


of Neither was the Lord tired with the daily 
petition of this Offering: for it was to be a per- 
(11l Incenſe before the Loyd, thro'out their g nerations. 
Pt after all, if we will not pay a regard to their 
\11-1u1ty, yet we ought to their Excellency; if we 
dot eſteem them, becauſe they were our Fa- 
ters, yet let us do it for their one intrinſick Good- 


cat 3-1t9us, in or neae the Firſt Century ; the Second 
ime, when poſſeſſed by the Saxons, who had driven 
in” 3-:tons into Wales, and had fix'd Paganiſm again 
in Hg; till this Miſſion of Augzuſtine, who conver- 
ing ebe Saxons, ſettled a Church here; and this may be 
more properly called the Engliſh-Church, as tae former 


neſs, 
: 1 


70 The Beauty of Hulinefs 
neſs, which appears in their Form, in their Matter, 
and in their Coherence, | 

Firſt, In their Form. The Preface to each is ad- 
dreſſed ro GOD with regard to {ome ſuch particu- 
lar Attribute, as is a Ground both for the Nature 
of the Petition, and for our Hopes of Acceptance, 
Thus to inſtance in the Sranding Colletts for the daily 
Ser vice: when we pray for Peace, weinvoke GOD, 
as the authoz of peace, and lo der vfconco2d : when tor 
Protection, as an almghtY and everlaſting God: 
when for the King, as Ring of Bings and Lor d of 
Lozds when for the Defence of the Church (that is, 
the whole Congregation of People, under their Bi- 
ſhops, and Paitors) among and from all her Ene- 
mies, (a Work of the greateit Power, yea a ſtanding 
Miracle) we ſay, Almighry God, who alone woz- 
ke great marvels, Thus in the reſt we fhall find 
theſe Hr faces no improper Repetitions, as our Ene- 
mies object: they are not Repetitions ; for they ge 
nerally vary with the Matter of every Prayer ; net- 
ther are they improper ; for they relate to, and are 
of a Piece with it. 

But ſuppoſe, as in ſome few Collects, the Divine 
Attribute, menriened in the Preface, has no direct 
Reference to the Matter of the Petition, yet it al- 
ways ſerves to ſtrengthen the Faith of the Petitio- 
ner. For Iuſtance, ſuppoſe it were GOD's Good- 
neſs, as, O MOST GRACIOUS GOD; or his 
Power, as, O ALMIGHTY GOD: Do not both 
theſe ſerve to ſtrengthen our Hopes ot Acceptauce, 
whatever our Petitions be; GOD's Goodneſs, by 
certifying that he is willing to help us; his Pow. 
er, by certifying that he is able to do it? And 
thus the Preface to our Lord's-Praver relates not 

g | to 


hdd 


in the Common-Prager. 71 
to the particular Petitions contain'd in it, but ra'< 
ther to all Prayer in general ; intimating to us, 
GOD's Readineſs to hear us, whatever we aſk, 
becauſe he is our Father ; and his Ability to grant 
it us, becauſe he is in Heaven. 

The Coilefs might indeed, by cutting off theſe 
Introductory Sentences, be caſt into one long con- 
tinued Form, after the Model and * Requeſt of 
the SeFarifts; and even then, in that incoherent 
Heap of different Matters, far exceed the beſt 
Extemporary Performances, that were ever heard in 
their Aſſemblies. But to us, who view them in 
their preſent Beauty, theſe Colle#s, without their 
P:ifaces, would be even as Bodies without their 
Heads, devoid of all Life, as well as Proportion, 
They would then truly be, what they are now 
meſt falſly ſaid to be, a © dead Letter. For theſe 
Prefaces do give Life to the Petition, and to the 
Faith of the Petitioner ; which laying hold on the 
Attributes and Promiſes therein recited, as War- 
rants of Acceptance, becomes lively and ſtrong. 
Thus then held Beginnings of our Prayers are not 
unneceflary Tautologies, but, on the contrary, car- 
ry in them Uſefulneſs and Beauty. 

But if we paſs to the Concluſions of them, theſo 
we muſt allow, and we willingly allow, to be Re- 
petitions; tor they generally run in the ſame Form, 

»1mely, thꝛo' Jeſus Cha@ cur Lord, or what a+ 

n:2unts to the {ame, tbro hig merits an mediarion, 

or the like Expreſſions. But is it criminal in our 

Prayers, that all conclude in this Form? No, this 

is done in obedience to the Command of Chriſt 


———— 
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72 The Beauty of Holineſs 
himſelf, Joh» xiv. 13. Is it criminal in them, 
that they conciude ſo foon? No, this is done in 
imitation of his Pattern, For the Prayer he left 
us is very ſhort, as well as comprehenfive ; and 
yet doubtleſs a perfect Prayer, or Collect; perfect 
no leſs in its Manner, or Form, than in its Matter, 
or Comprehenſion. And he hath moreover com- 
manded us to pray after this Manner, and nut to uſe vain 
Reperitions, Mat. vi. 9. as the ignorant Heathen did, 
and as ſome no leſs ignorant Chriſtians do at this 
Day, thinkng that they ſo ail be beard for their much ſpea- 
king, Mat. vi. 9. And as our Lord gave us Com- 
mandment, ſo do we in our eftabliſh'd Liturgy. 

Now our Lord in teaching and commanding us 
to pray in ſhort Forms, hath conſulted our Infir- 
mities, as well as corrected our Ignorance, in pray- 
ing. For, | 

Firft, The Spirit of Devotion, in the beſt of us, 
is apt to flag, and our Tho'ts to fly off in wan- 
drings, or to fink down in Heavineſs. Now theſe 
frequent Cloſes, are as Pauſes, or Stands for our 
Devotion to reſt it ſelf; and the whole Congrega- 
tion being often required to join therein, ſaying, 
Amen, they ſerve likewiſe as ſo many Interrupters, 
br Monitors, to recall our Wandrings, and to awaken 
our Drowſine ls. e 

Secondly, In ſhort Forms, as our Devotion is re- 
lie v'd, and our Attention awaken'd ; ſo our Me- 
mory is alſo conſulted; which being generally 
ſhort, and oftentimes confuſed, muit of neceſſity 
forget many particular Requeits crouded rogether 
in a long Prayer. And how ſhall he, that occupi- 
eth the room of the forgertul, as was ſaid of the un- 
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(4? 1 Cor. xiv. 16. Whereas wheu any fingle Re- 
que {t is offer'd up in a ſhort Collect by it felt, it 
ins ſealed with an Amen by all the People, it is 
as it were) ratify'd aud tranſmitted ſafe to 


11 


he Fhrone of Grace. 

Tirdly, Farther, The Mind being thus diſchar- 
ped Cork the Remembrance of what went before; 
can now attend with more Strength and Earneſt- 
to the Prayer that comes on. And as our At- 
te ntion, is much ſtronger at the offering it up; fo, 
 Laily, Is our Aﬀent at the Clofe, when thus 
; % to any fingle Requeſt apart, than it can poſ- 
kibly be, when it is enfeebled, divided, I might 
[ay dicks acted, among a multitude and diverfity of 
Fn ulars, hear d up in one long tireſome Sup- 
lication. Aud yet it is this Aſſent of the will 
with dhe Concurrence of the Affections, that gives 
0 c ts, 1 had almoſt 1aid, Being ro our Prayersg 
tis this that makes them 3 Prayers, that 


18 


IS. 


Deſires, or Requeſts. Ihe Underſtanding, 
pd Jo agment, indeed. allow of and prepare them; 
© chuſe out and appoint the Sacrifice, and put 
14-1} -04 in order; but tis the Heart, with the Af. 
eons, that puts the Fere under, and makes it an 
tua! Burnt- offering unto the Lord. 8 


* don all the fore-mention'd Accounts we And. 


re- "har all ii long Prayers, however well compoſed, are 
le- end and injur'd in proportion to their Length, 
ily It 40 us, W ho are uſed to the ſhorter Forms of 
ity iturgy, it is no wonder that they appear ſpi- 
her titeſe, and unanimared ; neither is there any Preath 
pi in . Whereas were the Subſtance of them, 
un- ah: 725 mult, unleſs fill'd with Tautologies, con- 
Wit of diferenr Matters) ſubdivided an Leather 
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living Parts, come near and anſwer to each other; 


becauſe of its Length; how much more a long ex 


74 The Beauty of Holineſs 
ſhort Prayers, after the Mould of our Colletts; 


did the Preface, bearing the Name of GO D, and 
the Concluſion bearing the Name of CHRIST, thoſe 


theſe would quicken the Matter that comes be- 
tween them, and would give it Life, and Breath, 
and all Things belonging to a living, and becauſe 
living, an acceptable Sacrifice unto GOD. 
And if theſe Defects muſt attend along Prayer, 
temporary Prayer, where to the Length, many o. 
ther Diſadvantages are added? For in theſe the 
People muſt firſt, attend to the Words; then, under. 
ſtand the Senſe; then, judge of its lawfulneſs; after 
that, afſent with the Will; laſt of all, offer it u 
with the Affections. And what is more, all theſe 
Actions, each of which require Time, muſt be 
done at once, in an Inſtant, and that every Inftan! 
or the Hearers are left behind, and diſtanc'd, by 
the Volubility of the Teacher. So that if he be 
ſupernaturally aſſiſted in praying, much more muſt 
his Congregation be ſupernaturally aſſiſted in ac. 
companying him: If he has the Gift of uttering 
Prayer, they muſt have the ſeveral Gifts of under 
ſtanding, judging, approving, aſſenting, and re 
queſting; and theſe Actions, which by Nature are 
ſtow, and ſucceſſi ve, muſt by that Aſſiſtance be 
quicken'd, and made inſtantaneous. And there. 
tore in the Apoitles Days, u hen the Gift of Pray 
er was ther gr out upon the Church, both he that 
rayed, and they that heard, were filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, or they were not edified. And tie 
ſams ſup: rnatural and miraculous Aſſiſtance muſ 
we A nteefary now, (as in thoſe Days) in extem. 
. | pon 


in the Common- Prayer. hs 75 
porary Prayer, if the People expect to ediſie, or 
to be profited by it. | 


| But in praying by the precompoſed Forms of our 
I Cm , which have been ſo often heard, 
e underſtood, and approved of by us, our Wills are 
3 WH wholly at liberty to accompany the Miniſters in 
£ offering them up. For our Attention is not now 
b, engaged to hear them, not Our Underſtanding to 
ſe interpret them, nor our Judgment to approve of 
em. All theſe Things are done to cur Hand; 

T, and at the Time of offering, we have nothing to 
* do, but only to offer them up with all our Heart, 
i wir) 4 our Mind, and with all our Strength, Where- 
he fore let all the SeFariſts know afluredly, that it is 
* che Prayers of our Church, that we are ena- 
ter bled to pray with the Spirit: why? becauſe we are 
up iTurcd betore-hand, that in thele we pray with the 
eie (Underſtanding alſo. | 

be But to paſs by this old Argument, we are not 
t. gn 10 ſhew the Neceſſity of Set-Fo ms, but the 
by Aurantapes of ſhort ones, in the publick M orſhip : 
| - ard in this reſpeſt the Colle&s of our Church do 
180 auiteſtly and greatly excel. Thus much for 
ae, their Form: Let us conſider, 

rs 3.condly, Their Matter; which will add no leſs 
der to their Commendation. 
28 The Collects for the Sundays are generally fra- 
* med and collected out of the ſubject Matter of 
e "Wi tes and Goſpels, to which they are prefixed, 
here don which account, (as we remark d) they ſeem 
ow partly to have been ſtyled Colletts; and generally 
*. ry pray for Grace to perform that particular 
** Duty, which in the Epittle and Goſpel is either 
mul :c!:yered in Precept, or recommended by es = 
2 > Pit, 
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76 The Beauty of Holineſs _ 
ple. The Collects for the Saints-Days have the fame 
relation to their correſpondent Epiſtles andGolpelz, 


they are formed out of them, and furniſh us with t 
Prayer for ſome particular Grace, whereby the 
Saints were ſeverally diſtinguiſn'd, or which their 
Writings, or Actions point out to us. 
But now if we take theſe Colle cts, as it were out 
of our Liturgy, and conſider them not in their re- 
lati ve, but in their own intrinfick Goodneſs ; the 

will be found in themſelves ſo full of Variety, ſe 
extended toall Occafions, that there 1s no outward 
Good, nor inward Grace, nothing that is fitting ot 
neceſſary, either for the Body, or the Soul, eithet 


for our Se]ves, or Others, but may be pray'd for 
in ſome particular, and very pertinent Collect cf 


bur Church. Only as in the Lord's-Prayer there 
is but one Petition relating to the Body, many re- 


lating to the Soul; ſoit is in cur Collects: Thoſe 
tor Grace, or Things Spiritual, abound ; and thoſe 
for Things Temporal are not wanting: As may 
be ſeen in the TABLE annexed. 


in the Common- „ 
) Thus when they have been collected and digeſt- 


; ed into Heads, they "wa likewiſe a regular and 
; copious Treaſury of Private Devotion. And tae 
e Conn30 Pr ayer-B00% is well ſtyled the beſt * Companion, 
r being doubtleſs ſuper.or to any other Forms, that 
| have or can be made for the Cloſet, as well as the 
it Sanctuary. . 5 1 

ee 

y Laſily, as theſe Collects are excellent in their 
10 vorm, and comprehenſi ve in their Matter; fo, 

rd 

ot Third'y, Are they proper and even beautiful in their 
et Coherence. | | 

0¹ roc they are as we obſerved, generally formed 


but of the Epiſtles and Gojpe's to which they belong, 
and to which they have been affixed many hundred 


re- Years, at leaſt from the Days of Gregory the Great, 
le And as they are mutually fitted toeach other, ſoare 
ple they together excellently ſuited to the ſolemn Sea- 
jay ſons obſerved by the Church, as hereafter ſhall be 


ſh-wn in their proper Place. For the ſeveral Col- 
lt» with their Epr/zles and Goſpels have their proper 
Place, and Courſe, in our Liturgy, and, like the 
Works of GOD, are beautiful in their Seaſon. 

But as theſe Collects for the Sundays, which vas 
ry with the Week, may be term'd Moveable; ſo 
there are ſome, which may be called Stationary, 
being ſtanding Parts in the Morning and Evening 
>crvice : concerning which I ſhall only obſerve, 
a0 that briefly, their Order and Comprehenſi- 
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—— wa 


* 4 very uſeful Book thus emituled, collected out 
2; 2% Common-Prayer-Book, 5 | 
was | 'The 
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8 The Beauty of Holineſs 9 


The Firſt Collect is for q Peace, the Other for 
Grace, (as they are there entituled and diſtinguiſh- 


ed ) the two great and comprehenſive Goods; the 


Former containing all temporal Goods, ſuch as are 


I , 


531 — 


— — 


$ This Collect for Peace, and the other for the Even. 
ins are taken, Word for Word, out of the Saeramen- 
e4ry of Gregory, and there is this difference between 
them: In that for the Morning, we pray for outward 
Peace, fitteſt for every Man going forth unto his Labour 
amn''g Men, that God wov!! make all Men, even 52 
En mite, to be at peace with bim, or defend him from 
thei Aflaults. In that for the Evening, we pray for in 
ward Peace; that obtaining the Tettimony of a quiet 
Confcience, each of us may ſay with David, I will lay 
ms 15192 in peace. Se 

* In this Colle & from theſe Words, ſafely bro't w 
te che beginning of tb Day, Biſhop Coſins well obſerves, 
© that tins ſhows zt what Hour Morning- Prayer ſhould 
regularly be ſaid, at the Firſt Hour of the Day, which 
© js Six a clock in the Morning, (as is done in the Unis 
verſities, and Cathedral Churches) and not towards 
Hizh Noon. Day, or Afternoon, when the Morning 1 
„ paſt, See the foremention'd Notes, printed at the 
end of N:chols's Comment. W Z 

Tho' the Evening Collect be entituled, (not as thu 
in the Morning is, for Grace; but) for Aid againit al 
Ferils ; vet it ought to be underſtood chiefly in a ſpi- 
yitu:! genſe. Ligbten our darkneſi, that is our inward 
Darkneſt, as well as outward; of our Underſtanding, as 
well as of the Night, And therefore it is ſaid, again? 
«ll Perils, which may as well ariſe trora our ghoſtly Ene: 
mies, a; from Thieves, and Robbers. | | 

80th theſe Collects for Grace, are taken, or rather 
framed out of the ancient Greek, Liturgies, as Dr. N- 
cholls thews: | Ro NI 


W 


in the Common-Prager. 79 
NECEY SSAR FOR THE BODY; the Latter con- 
taining all ſpiritual Goods, ſuch as are NECES- 
SARY FOR THE SOUL. And in this Senſe and 
Latitude were they underſtood by the Compilers of 
our Liturgy;who therefore closd the Morning, and 
Evening Service here, adding only the Prayer of 
Chr yſoſtome and the Bleſfing. Otherwiſe how did they 
anſwer the Words of the Exhortation, which was to 
38k thoſe things that are neceſſarp as well fox the Bos 
dy as the ſoul But herein they tho't they did aſk. 
«|| ihoſe things ſufficiently, | 


But 


© Wk.1.400S 2 * 


—— 
— 


+ © In Quires, and Places where they ſing, bere fol- 
„ toweth the Anthem: the Church thinking this the 
malt proper Place for it, where there is a Sort of Diviſion 
in the Service. For the foregoing Collects reſpect our 
ſelves, thofe following reſpect others; the former are 
Petitions, the following Intercefſions. An Anthem ig 
fuppoſed to come from Antipbon, av]tigord, =. e. Vox 
7eciproea, and to fignifie an Hymn ſung in Parts or al- 
ternately; and in this Senſe the Invitatory Cſa m is called 
an Anthem in the Rubric before it, which is implied, by 
laying, that on Eaſter-Day, another Anthem is appoin- 
ted. 

And fince the finging Pſalms are only permitted in our 
Church, this ſeems the moſt proper Place for fin-ing a 
Palin rather then after the Second Leſſon; and thus I 
hive known it practiſed in ſome Pariſhes, and it were to 
| be » ſh-d, it were done fo in all, eſpecially where they 

fo tar reſemble Quires, as to har Qrgans. fit. Becauſe 
ather pa ſh Churches ſhould, as much as poſſible conform 
. Ni- to ihe Cuitoms of the Cathedral Churches which are as 
the Mother Churches to all the Pn Chu ches within 
the Dioceſe, and ſtiould give the Rule to then. 20 7, 


Bi 


% my N 
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80 Ihe Beauty of Holineſs | 
But we are to confider the Liturgy as it now 
ſtands. As then the Collects are comprehenſive, fo 
are they well connected to the following Prayers, 
which were afterwards added in the Service. For 
Peace is the great and ſummary Bleſſing to us as 
Men, the Subjects of Civil Government; and Grace 
is the ſame to us as Chriſtans, the Members of a ſpi- 
ritual Society, that is, the Church. Now becauſe 
the former Bleſſing is conveyed to us by tae wiſe 
Government ofour temporal Rulers, there tollows 
a Prayer forthe King; and becauſe the latter is 
3 — to us by the Adminiſtration of our fpiritual 
overnors, there follows a Prayer for the Biſpops 
and Clergy and Charge commited to them. 1 
| 4 cr 


* 


— CH: 


Becauſe after the Second Leſſon there is a proper Hymn, 
or Pſalm, appointed, which is interrupted by finging 3 
Pſalm coming in between» So thai by ſinging ir there, 
you break a pokiive Order of the Church, which by ap- 
pointing another Hytan forbids it, and moreover you add 


bl 1 Hymn to flymn; whereas by Gnging it where the An- 


them is appointed, you conform to the Appointment of 
the Church, and to the Practice of Cathedral Churches 3 
and moreover do honour to the Singing Palins chem- 
ſelves, hy making them as Anthems, as they. may not 


hereby you give them the ſ{:meEttabliſkment as Anthems, 

which, if ſung clſewhere, is only by Connirance; and 

it after the Second Leſſon, by an irregular Connivance. 
$ Thc: Two Prayers, viz. for the King, and for the 


being nearly the fame, ver hat im, and were inſerted by 
Order of Queen E abet h. Bur, that for the Hare 


improperly be accounted, and to come in as ſuch: for 


Ciergy, are btb framed out of Gregory's Sacramentar), 


taniiy, Was inlerted by Order of King Fames iht mh 


iu the Common Prayer: 8. 
atter this we extend our * INTERCESSION to all 
Nations on Earth, that God's Name may be hallowed 
among the Heathen, where it is not yet known; and 
i * 940m of Grace may come, where it is not yet 
area. 12d, But more eſpecially we pray for ths 
Hoiv Catholick Church, that in it by the Guid- 
ance and Government of God's Spirit, his Will may 
he don: on Earth as it is in Heaven: and thus K this 
Co i-t vifibly built upon the Plan of our Lord's 
prayer. And I muſt obſerve, that as in the Creeds 
ve achnowledge ONE HOLY CATHOLICK 


I 


„ e 


— — — f 
hang the Firſt Pioteſtant Prince that vas married, and 
bed Zbildreh. And tho” all Three were, till the laſt Re- 
view, printed at the End of the Litany, yet they were 
nor art of it, as Dr. Nicholls intimates; but were then 


ache fame Place, or Manner, as they are now exprefly 
ippomted. 


„ 


* This Collect was added at tbe laſt Review ; for be- 
joe, ct Church uſed no general Interceſſion, but in the 
Lm, and in the Prayer for the Church Militant, that 
i: cn Faſting-Days, or at the Communion, at which 
Tir; theſe ſaterceſſions were moſt likely to prevail. 
However, upon thr complaint of the Dsſſenters, who 
(boy's Hur Liturgy deficient for want of ſuch a Form of 
Dun Interceſſion, (tho' they themſelves obſerve no Days 
bl days to (arisfie all Complaints, this Prayer was 
140-4 ro fapply the Place ot the Litany; and for this 
is to be © afcd ar ſuch Times, when the Litany 
hs ot appointed to be ſaio. And therefore Biſhop 

Gun ug, the ſuppoſed Author of ir, in the College, 


'by werdot he was Head, ſuffered it not to be read in the 
97 a] AOL OONS, becan'e the Licany was never read then, te 


|, Pace of which it was ſuppoſed ro ſuppl . 
J M CHURCH; 
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82 The Beauty of Holineſs 
CHURCH; ſo in our Prayers we always coun; 
dur own Church, as contained and embodied it 
it, Wherefore neither in this Interceſſion, nor in 
the Litany, nor in the Prayer for the Church Mi- 
litant, is there any expreis mention of the Church 
of England, or of this Church, as any ways di- 
AtinQ or ſeparate from others; fo great is her Cha. 
rity to all Nagenal Churches, and ſo great is her 
Duty to the Catholick Church, the Mother af ther 
all. 

In this Interceſſion for all Mankind, for all Chri- 
ſtians, in all Wants, there is provided a Clauſe, 
whereby any Perſon may be prayed for in parti 
cular, if viſited with any kind of Affliction, eſpc- 
cially if with bodily Sickneſs, which is chiefly 
intended in this Place: A gracious Proviſion of 
our Church, that ſo fick Perſons may not, for want 
of her Prayers, periſh like 4ſa, of whom it is re 
corded, for our Admonition, that in his Diſeaſ: /- 
ſought net to the Lord, but to the Phyſicians, 2 Chron, 
Xvi. 12. Not but the Church ought to be loved 
and admired for that Form ſhe hath provided | 
* for viſiting the Sick at Home, found on that 
Direction; I any ſick among you ? let him call for ti. 
Elders of the Church, ( that 1s, for the Presbyters, 
or Prieſts, for ſo the original Word ſignifies ) «a 
les Jim pray over him: and the Prayer of Faith ſpall ſav 


Fave committed dns, they ſhall be forgiven kim. * Jam. 
V. T4, 17. mY. 
Atter 
—_ 
* Note, That the Prayer inferred here, O God, i127 


Faure, &. is eng placed, being appointed to COTE 
| 1 


in the Common- Prayer. 8 3 


after this general Interceſſion, there follows 
\ikewiſe a general THANKSGIVING, For tho? in 


he Pſalms, and Hymns, after the Leſſons, with 

che ſeveral Doxologies interſperfed, we have eve- 
- WH ry where fet foath God 's molt worthy pꝛaiſe; yet 
it ſceem'd meet alfo, in a diſtinct and appropriate 
: Form of Thankſgiving, to render Thanks foz the 
* grear Benefits we have recetved at his Yands : 
x according to the Firſt Exhortation, we 
? there fore do, beginning with that original Bleſ- 


ſing, our Creation, then © Preſervation, atten- 


i icd with all thoſe ſecondary Benefits and“ Bleſ- 


e, « finzs of Life; but above all, becauſe the grea- 
ti- teh of all, © our Redemption, attended with all 


e- he Means of Grace, and Hopes of Glory: thus 
fly il-cnding gradually thro' the long Scale of Rleſ- 


0 ſings received at God's Hand, from Temporal to 
ant Sprritual, from the Firſt to the Laſt, from our 
re- ming forth to our Returning to him again. 
e he ind herein alſo is a Clauſe provided, wherein 
on. particular Perſons, who have been pray'd for, 
ved may return Thanks. What an Honour is this, 
ded WW that the publick Thanks of the Congregation 
that WY 114 be offered up. for Mercies vouchſafed to 
"i WH + fingle Member of it? An Honour which none 
ters, | LW. | 
and EL | l | 
%, t before the Prayer for the Parliament ; for there 
6% © placed, in the ſealed Books, authoriſed 1662. Bur 
' * 5175 thus inſerted here, by the Error of the Printer, it 
ban continued in all the Impreſſions fince, | It was pla- 
A oed ia the 2d Book of Edw. 6. juſt after che Collect, 
ATC g J 1:90 of any common Plague, or Sickneſs; and there» 
— WW {5+ 2: firſt inſerted in out Liturgy by Order of King 
whe 


Fares I. as Dr. Nicholls affirms. 
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84 The Beauty of Holineſs f 
ought to hope or ask for, but thoſe who have be- 


fore ſought the Prayers of the Church; and yet 


a Duty, which none that have had the Prayers of 
the Churci, ſhould after Recovery ever omit, like 
thoſe ungrateful Lepers, who being cleanſed, returned 
rot to give (Glory to God, And as our Lord then up- 
braided their ingratitude, were there not Ten cleanſ 
ed? but where are the Nine? Luke xvii. 17, 18. 80 
among the many that have been recovered by the 
Prayers of the Church, 'tls to be feared there are 


but few, that, © defire to return praiſe. J 


Laſt of all, our ſeveral Petitions, which have 
been offered up in ſeparate Collects, are now ſum- 
med up and re- inforced in the Prayer of Cry/o/tome: 
which we direct to the Son, rely ing on his gracious 
Pr omiſe, thatwhen t mo 92 thꝛee are gathere b together 
in his name. he will grant their requeſts; but yet 
reigning ourſelves to his Wiſdom, to fulfill them 
as may be moſt expedient fo: us- 

ThisPrayer was compoſed bychryſeſtome, that great 


Biſhop and Ornament of the Greek; Church, in theSer- 


vice of which it has been uſed now above Thirteen 


—_— 
— 


t This Thankfe:vii., was added alſo at the laſt Review, 
Anno 1661, rather to ſatisfie the Diſſenteri, thin to ſup⸗ 
ply any Def: in our ervice; wich ſeem'd to bave 
ſufficiently rer der d Thank: and Praiſe in the Pfelms, 
Hymns, and Doxologits ; and therefore we find, that in 
the Exhortation. ** To render Thanks for the great Be. 


neſit we have received at by Hands, and to ſet j0ri 


ba moll worthy Praiſe, are put rogetber, as one Du); 


vnd that too, to come on in the firſt Place, before the 
Duties of Hearing and Praying, which are but inter 


£0 ic; whereas the D ſenters put it laſt of all, viz . altf! 
dhe dermon. See the Gareftorge 


hun 


8 J 
o 8 X x 


hundred Years. And J muſt obſerve, that where- 
as the Prayers of our Liturgy are for the general 
taken out of the Service of the Latin Church, this 
Per which ſums up and enforces, which is the 
Fp:wume of, and (as it were) Seal to them all, 
is taken out sof the Service of the Greek, Church; 
tha: 'v our Church might in this moſt emphatical 
nee and Manner teſtifie her Unity and Com- 
man with That likewiſe. 

Atter which, the Church cloſeth her Service 
with that Benedictory * Prayer of St. Paul, with 
which he cloſed his Epiftles, entreating that the 
n:1.c cf our Lozd Jeſug Thrift, and the love of 
Gothe Father, and the fellowſhip ot the YolyGhotle, 
mav ref upon the Congregation. A Form of 
Blothng, which the Holy Spirit ſeems by this re- 
peared uſe of it, to have delivered to the Church, 
to be vied inſtead of that Form, with which un- 
der he Law the Prieſt diſmiſſed the Congregati- 
„ For whereas the Jews worſhipped One and 
tu Same GOD with us Chriftians, but they in 
the Unity of the Godhead, we in the Trinity of 
Ferions; ſo the Form of Bleſſings among them, 
rung em the Name of One G OD, / the Lord bleſs 


de, Fe. Numb. vi. 24.) but this Chriſtian Bleſ- 
51 


— 


1 


tus Form, as here uſed, is rather a Prayer than à 
11-;»g7 for the Miniſter pronounces it kneeling, as he 
0915 192 other Prayers, and includes himiſelf ſaying, “ be 
" withus all, Whereas were it an authoritative Act on 
Forin of Bleſſing, he would pronounce it fanding-; and 


won, as from God, and in the Name of God, deliver 


it 2 the Congregation, not including himſelf, ſaying, 
h you always. 


4 


ther, 


* 


1 * t he Common- Prayer. | 3 5 


"1, uns in the Name of the Three Perſons, Fa- 
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86 The Beauty of Holineſs 

ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And it has this Ex- 
cellency, that it not only expreſly names the Three 
Perſons, but alſo ſhews the different Operations 
whereby each Perſon concurs in giying it to us; 
intimating that it is derived from the Love of 
God, as the impulſive Cauſe; obtained thro” the 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the meritor;. 
ous Cauſe; and conveyed to us by the Fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoft, as the inſtrumental Cauſe, 

N Thus we have attempted to ſet before you the 
e  f{eycral Parts, or Offices of the Morning, or Firſt 
n Service of our Church; which upon this imper- 
N fect View, appear ſo rational in themſelves, ſo 
exact in their Proportions, and ſo apt in their 
Connections; that we may venture to affirm, that 
thus far our Holy Mother doth worſhip the Lord is 
the Beauty of Hol:meſs. | 


1. 


4 . 
7 


TH? 


in the Common. Prayer. 85 


„ 88 de 6 8 6e s HC 6s 96 8 
4 ed s6 6 68G DE MR nga og cog 


T. 12 
JLITANY- 
e — 5 1N 1 


„W. it may ſeem to be embodied with the 


„it“ to be ſung, or ſaid, after Morning- 
ever. Beſides, it is an Office of ſo different 
in: peculiar a Form, that it requires and deſerves 
ton confidered apart, and to be view'd in its 
Perfection. For it is ſo compleat a Form of 
Cnriitan Worſhip, that it may in a manner be 
-ali-d a Lefſer Liturgy, and ought to be efteemed 
s beſt of Offices, of the beſt of Churches. 

to the Signification of the Word Litany, the 
Ch rch her ſelf defines it in the Rubrick, where 
led © a Supplication ; which is ſpoken with 
bot to the Subject, but Manner of it, as 
(+1; the moſtearneſt kind of praying, exprefled 
way of befecching, or entreating; and it was 
ently accompanied with Faſting ; and thus 
"ur Litany is appointed on Wedneſdays and Fridays, 
e ancient Faſting-Days kept by the Church, 
becauſe 


H 


. 

5 8 

97 TFF 
2 8 


j 


88 1 he Brauty of Holizeſs 
becauſe the Bridegroom was then taken away, being 
fold by Judas on Wedneſday, and crucify'd on H 
1 day. It is alſo called a“ General Supplication, 2s 
'i comprehending the Three Kinds of Petition ſum. 
} ed up by the Apoltle, 1 Tim. ii. 1. It. Deprecati- 
on, Auers, that is, Petition againſt Evil. 24h. 
Prayer, wezod , that is, Petition for good. 3d, 
Interceſſion, Aid Ec, that is, Petition for Others. 
There are ſeveral Footſteps of Litanies to he 
traced out in the Old Teſtament, among which 
the moſt remarkable is that deſcribed in Joel, where 
it was al ſo accompanied with a ſolemnFaſt, and the 
Prieſts were ordered to ſupplicate aud to intercede 
for the Houſe of I/rael, now like to be devoured by a 
great Army, ſaying, Spare thy People, O Lord, &c. 
Joel ii. 1). which Form of Words or Litany they 
were to repeat weeping berween the Porch and the Al- 
HE: | tar. In conformity whereto our Church, retain- 
n ing the ſame Words in her Litany, hath ordered 
WRT | it to be ſaid in the fame Place, even berween the 
Porch and the Altar, which was anciently the * ac- 
cuſtomed Place, according to the Royal Injun&i- 
ons, ſtill in force, and in which it 1s accordingly 
ſung iu our Cathedral Churches to this Day. 
Now as this Jewiſh Litany was firſt formed up- 
on a publick Calamity, fo thoſe moſt remarkable 
Ones recorded in the Chriſtian Church were fra: 
med upon {ome extraordinary Judgments. The 
Firit of note was made by Mamercus Biſhop of 
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Hiuctij, che Lit auy. 
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in the Common- Prayer. 89 
„una, H An. 460.) upon the Incurfion of wild Beaſts ; 
which is called the Leſſer N the Second was 
made by Gregory the Great (An. 600. ) upon a peſti- 
lential 5 fra ; which is called 88 n 
both ever ſince uſed in the Latin Church, Not but 
the Church hath uſed Litanies, or general Sup- 
plications; from the 5 Beginning, tho* perhaps 
not in ſo diſtiuct and ample a Form; and that as 
a landing Part of her Service, as never unſeaſon- 
ble for her, whoſe Portion is Affliction “ in this 
her militant Eſtate here in Earth: 


4 


| 

; As for our preſent Litany, it was formed chief- 
. ly out of the Lindy of Gregory; ſo that it may 
+ Wl bf of the ſame Author and Antiquity; as the 
„ ons. For as he collected thoſe, ſo he compiled 
this dur of ancient Biturgies, improved with ſome 
Additions of his own: inſomuch that his Litan 
is it1l-d by a learned * Writer“ the very Quinteſ- 


fr. Wii {+ this moſt important and general Siuppli- 
he Nen: zy. Becauſe no Day ought to have 4 
— ws | dia 1 


—»— 


Vi * 


Dur ans gives this Account, Lib. 9. i af. ti. 


n· 

+ ence of all former Models. How excellent 

„e ben is our Litany, Which is extracted 4nd refor- 

ic. Nea from; and fo the very Quinteſſence of his? 

Jie As to the accuſtomed 'T'rme for ufing it, tho' ( ts | 

TE aid) it be on Wedneſdays and Fridays, the Faſt- | 
ns Days of the Chnrch 5 yet it is alſo appointed i 

up- Ne the Lord's-Day, tho' a Feſtival; for theſe Rea- | 

ble W's: rt. Becauſe then is the fulleſt Aﬀembly to 6 

" 


+ Thyz appears frani the Teſtimony ot St. augnuſtime, 
6.1. an, and Tererilian 5 and alſo from the Apoſto- 
7 % Sorſtituc ions, wherein we have Patterns, and ſume 
* * 


oe ons of Gregory s Litany. Lib. 8. C. 10. and 13. 
' Her: L'Ejiiange, © 
more 


* 


ny 
3 * 8 yy 2 
$ T X 2 
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go The Beauty of Holineſs 
more ſolemn and compleat Service, than the 
Lord's-Day, that leading Feſtival of the Church, 
3dly. Becauſe, as Biſhop Coſms remarks, © theſe 
« Litawes were wont, in the ancient Church, to 
© be {aid at the Celebration of the Lord's. Sup. 
« per, which our Church appoints on every Lord's. 
« Day. And thus, in the Injunctions before- men 
tion'd, it is ordered, that © immediately befor: 
« the Time of Communion of the Sacrament, 
« the Prieſts kneel, &c. and ſing or ſay the Li 

cc tany. | | | | 

A Litany then being an earneſt or vehement 
Addreſs to the Throne of Grace, the Earneſtne(, 
or Vehemence of our Litany is ſeen in all it; 
Parts, or Divifions, namely, in the In voc ation, in the 
Deprecations, in the Iaterceſſions, and in the Conclyſin, 
Firſt, In the * Invocation ; which is addreſſed 
(not as in the other Prayers to God in general, but) 
to every Perſon in the Trinity, ſeparately, and 
then to all the Three Perſons jointly, By the ſe. 
arate Invocation we are taught to acknowledge 
overp Pecfon by himſelf to be God and Lord: al 
by. the joint Invocation to acknowledge alfo, that 
THERE ARE NOT THREE GODS, NO 
THREE LORDS. So that herein is contain 
x Creed, or Confeſſion of Faith; and not only 
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* It is evident from this Inrat a1 ion, that it is lf 
Practice as well as Doctrine of the CHureh of ERH 
c r vorſhip One God in Irini), and Trinity in Unit 
And therefore *twould be of little fervice to the Enewi 
of this Doctrine, to have the. Athanaſian Creed fue 
owt of ou Liturgy, unleſs they could get this Int 
ral ſo etaſed out of our Litany, 
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in the Common-Prayer, 91 


but alſo a Confeſſion of Sin: We ſay that we are 
MISERABLE SINNERS. And as the Firſt 
Conte ſſion of Sin, in our Liturgy, and that of Faith, 
'n the Apaſtle's Creed, were repeated after the Mi- 
witer, by the whole Congregation ; ſo likewiſe 
are theſe ſhort Forms of Invocation, wherein both 
n: tho Confeſſions are united. But if theſe ſerve 
ore Wl © xpreſs our Faith and Humility, how much 
no, were gur Importunity? Nothing in any Liturgy, 
L ::cicni, or modern, was ever framed more arttul, 

„ wore forcible, than this Invocation. And tho” 
xn e ce, who delights in loug Prayers, derides 
nels WM this e peated At, this ſhort Litany of the Pub- 
Can; vet whoſo repeats it in the Temple, with 
the am Contrition and Shame, /miting on bis Breaſt, 
and not lifting up fo much as bis Eyes to Heaven, ſhall 


doubtleſs return to bis Houſe juſtified, rather than the 
but) ©, Luk. xviii. 13. 
and "he ſame Vehemence of Devotion breaths like- 
ie 1c ic, | 
ledge ny, In the * Deprecations, that is, Petitions 


zaainſt Evils, whether incident to the Soul, or 
bedv, Now theſe, being many in Number, and 
Lfcr1nz in Kind, are cait into ſmall Divifions, or 
ſhort Heads of Prayer, in extent reſembling the 
Collects; which however are not concluded, as 
the Coliects are, by a bare Aſſent, the People ſay- 
ng, inen; but by an earneſt Supplication, the 


ico) crying, GOOD LORD DELIVER US. 


0 


taine 
nly i 
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Note, That in theſe Deprecations, the Words RE- 
ELCON and SCHISM, were added at the laſt Review, 
v7, .ferthe Reſtoration, the foregoing miſerable Times 
trip given too juſt an Occaſion for that Addition. 
. Agam, 
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92 The Beauty of Holineſs 
Again, whereas the Collects are concluded in ge. 
peral, THRO' JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD 
or the {ike Form; after theſe, all the Particular; 
of his Merit, all that he did, ſuffered, and obtai- 
ned for us, F FROM THE MYSTERY OF 
HIS HOLY INCARNATION, TO HIS GLO. 
RIOUS ASCENSION, AND SENDING THE 
HOLY GHOST, are ſumm'd up to ftrengthen 
and increaſe our Faith, Theſe are called by ſome 
Obſecrations ; and being recited in order by the Mi. 
niſter, and enforced by. that repeated Cry of the 
People, GOOD LORD, DELIVER Us; hoy 
do we in a manner take Heaven by force? 9 Th 
0 


— 8 r * FY 


Upon all theſe Biſhop Andrews makes this Remark, 
3. Hs '!ncarnation. 2. Net vity. 3. Circumcition. 4 
Baptiſm. 5. Faſting. 6. Temptation. 7. Agony. $ 
Bloody-fwear. 9. Croſs, fo. Paſſion. 11. Death. 1% 
Burial. That by theſe Twelve Inſtances, God mas ma 
vifeſted in the Fleſh. But by the Three following, v7, 
1. His Reſurrection. 2. Aſcenſion. 3. Coming of the 
Holy Ghboit, that he was juſtified in the Sparit, 1 Tim. 
2. 10. po. | 
, $ Whereas in the Ver/icles and Reſpenſals, what is fail 
by the Minifter, and anfwered by the People, is divided 
into Two Sentences, tho' perhaps bot! preſſing rhe fams 
Petition; l obſerve, that in theſe the whole is but one 
Sentence. What ig (aid by the Miniſter, for Inſtance, 
From 41 Evil and miſchief. &c. would be imperf-d, 
and have no Senfe, did not the People go on and fill ub 
the Sentence, crying, Good Lord deliver 16. And theit- 
fore in theſe the People are not directed to Anſwer which 
is in effect to reply io ſomeibing that is ſaid ; wheres 
nothing is ſaid, til! rhe Sentenge is filled ap; nothing 
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affirmed or gehred. 


in the Common - Prayer. 91 


* The ſame Fire of Devotion burns, 

), Trirdly, In the Interceffons, that is, Petitions 
g made in behalf of others, whether againſt Evil, 
or fer Good, whether Det rec ationc, or Prayers. 

F Now theſe, being likewiſe caſt into ſmall Por- 
). tions, are not clofed neither with an Amen, but 


1 by an earneſt Supplication, the People crying, 
er BESEECH THEE TO HEAR Us, 
ne GOOD LORD. This interchangeable Way 
U. of Vorfhip, performed by Turns, between the 


he Miniſter and People, is of the ſame advantage to 
e Worfhippers in the Lirany, as in the Pſalms; 


t mo tuallv relieves, and yet provokes and inflames 


be the Piety of the Congregation, | 
= But with this grateful Interchange there is kept 
IK. 


up the moſt exact Order. For in the Deprecati- 


EvilofSin, to the Evil of Puniſkment, from Spi- 
tua}, to Temporal, from the Greater, to t 

Leſs. In the Interceſſions for Good, we begin 
with the HOLY CHURCH UNIVERSAL, 
then particularizing for the Principal Members 
v that Part of it, eſtabliſned among us; pro- 


by *£2\ing in order, for the Kum, and the Royal Fa- 
10 wi. | 

ame — ag 1 „ 

ode ode there is an eaſie Anſwer to that Objection of the 
ace, enters againſt our Litany, that in theſe Forms che Mi- 

ect, Nr prays not at all, but the People do it alone. Where- 

11 v0 WW 2 is ſaid ſrparately by both, does jointly make up 
beit: none 4nd the fame Sentence: And if that Sentence 
chich de Prayer, then doabtleſs they both equally pray, The 
eres; WY becblrare fo fer fi om praying alone without the Minilter, 
ing i t les what be Carh, be join d to their Additions, 


Lacy ra; NOX at all. 
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94 The Beauty of Holineſs 

mily, for the Orders and Degrees of Men in Church 
and State; Firſt for the Spirituality, then for the 
Temporality; for all Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 
cons; for the Lords of the Council, and all the 
Nobility, and Magiſtrates, and laſtly for all the 
People of this Realm. Then we pray for all kinds 
of Good, forall Men, for the Piety of the Faith- 
ful, for the Converſion of the Deceived, for the 
Confirmation of the Weak, for the Relief of the 
Affli cted, for the Preſervation of the * Diſtreſſed, 
for the Reconciliation of Enemies, for the Grant 
of Plenty, and Things neceſſary for the Body, 
and laitly, for Pardon of Sins, and the Things ne- 
ceſſary for the Soul; or, as in our Lord's-Prayer, 
for our Daily Bread, and for, Forgiveneſs of our Treſ- 
paſſes. Let thoſe, who accuſe our publick Pray- 
ers as too general in their Forms, view this punc- 
tual and regular Enumeration, in our Litany, of 
all Evils that are hurtful to, or of all Goods, that 
are expedient for the Bodies or the Souls of Men, 
either for the Church in general, or for any of its 
Members in particular, let them ſeek diligently, 
thro' their own boaited Performances, whether ex- 
temporary, or compoſed, let them ſearch all their 
Aſſemblies, and confrder diligently, and ſee, F there h. 
any ſuch thing in their Worſhip, ſo full in its Matter, 


— — ee ee ——  — — — —— — 


* Upon that Petition, “ That it may pleaſe thee to 
* preſerve all that travel by Land, or by Water, all I o- 
men, &c. Biſhop Andrews obſerves, that the Church 
puts all thefe Perſons together, as beiag emituled to 
double Privilege, viz. to be ſpecifyd in the publick 
Prayers, and to be exempted from faſting in Lent, Set 
the Notes before- ited. 
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MERCY UPON US: LORD, HAVE MER 


in the C ommon- Prayer. 95 : 


{y regular in its Method, and ſolemn in its Expref- 
ons, as our Litany, or bath been heard any thing likg 
it. But, : 4 

ſhurtbhly, The Concluſion is no leſs excellent than 
the Beginning, winding up and enforcing all with 
redoubled Vehemency and Flame of Devotion. 
For how forcible muſt the Supplications of the 
Chucch be, when the Prieft repeating twice that 
Invocation, O LAMB OF GOD, 'THAT TA- 
KEST AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD: 
the Feople ſubjoining, as often, GRANT US 
THY PEACE; HAVE MERCY UPON US: 
then followed and quickned with the alternate 
VUemtition of that Primitive Form, or leſſer Li- 
tan, directed to the Trinity; LORD HAVE 
MERCY UPON US: CHRIST, HAVE. 


C UPON US: And then ſhutting up all in 
that ever acceptable Prayer of our Lord: How 

forcible, I ſay, how piercing muſt this united 
Cry of the Congregation be? How mult it come 


5". we 


Let it be here obſerved, that all theſe Peritions; from 
the beginning of the Deprecations, to che end of the 
in:-rceſſions, are directed to the Son, the Second Per- 
{on in the Trinity, zs the true and proper Object of our 
Worſhip; which appears from theſe Expreſſions, Spare 
'', Profle, whom thou haſt redeemed with thy mot pre- 
ee Blood; by thy holy Intarnation, by thine Agony, &. 
Go! Lord deli ver uu. And fo likewiſe is, Ve beſeech 
bees hear us, good Lord. And ſo in the Cloſe. Sen 
of 122d we beſeech thee to hear us: O Chi hear ur. 
An: then, as the Litany bevan' with the Trinity, going 
or to the Son; fo at the Cloſe, from the Son, it returns 
tone Trinity again; fayingy Lord bave mercy, &. 


up 


96 The Beruty of Holineſs 
uP unto God, like the Cry of the Iſraelites, when 
God heard their Groaning, and had reſpet# unto tham? 
Exod. 11. 24, 25. . | 


The following Prayers; which inflead of Amen, 


the People cloſe reſpectively, with a repeated Sup- 


lication, THAT GOD WOULD ARISE, 
HELP, AND DELIVER THEM FOR HIS 
NAME'S SAKE, AND FOR HIS HONOUR; 
rogether with the Interpoſal of the Doxolozy, and 


the Addition of the Verſicles and Reſponſals un- 


to tae. end; all theſe are indeed the Language 
of a ſorrowful and afflicted Soul; but yet, what- 
ever the rich and happy may imagine, never un- 
ſuitable for the Lips of every Member in every 
QCongregatien, For I would ask, what Son of 
Adoption is there, that is not alſo in ſome Tort or 
degree à Son of Afflictioen? What Son of Man is 
there, that hath not many Enemies among the 
Sons of Men, beſides his ghoftly Enemies? And 
ance we are commanded by our Lord to pray 
daily, not to be led into Temit ation, but to be delive- 


ted from all Evil, WHICH THE CRAFT AND. 


SUBTLETY OF THE DEVIL, OR MAN, 
WORKETH AGAINST US; theſe Prayers, 
with the following Ejaculations, are but an En- 
Jargement, or Paraphraſe, upon thoſe Peritions in 
the Lord's Prayer. And therefore, as that is, ſo 
may theſe, with the ſame Propriety be uſed by 
every Man, tho' the happieſt of Men; and up- 


on every Day, tho' the moſt profperous of our 


Lives, : 1 

But if any Chriſtian has no viſible ſhare of Af. 
flictions, if God harh not “ dealt wich him after 
"© his Sins; yet a que Senſe of them ſhould make 
| | Him 


And! 
NO] 
TIM 
Thar 
Faith 
lowin 
ton 
then; 


in the Commons Prayer. 97 
m of a forrowtul ; and of God's Forhbearance; 
ould make him of a contrite Heart. And laſt- 
ly, if he beat eaſe himfelf, yet he ſhould eb 
wth hem that Wweej?, the P oar, the Naked, and the 
Miterable, which are far the greateſt Part of the 
Church Militant, And ſuck an One cannot be 4 
vital Member of the Body; who, if any ſingle 
Member fuffer, much more if many Members ſut- 
ler ſuffers not, ſympathiſes not, with them. 
if it be asked, with what Propriety can that 
0yful Hymn, GLORY BE TO THE FA- 
THER, Sc. be put in the midſt of theſe ſorrow- 
tal Supplications? I anſwer, thus did 
holy David, in whole Penitemial Pſalms . 
are interwoven many triumpbant Hymns. Wy 
And thus the Church, when calling to mind THE 
NOBLE WORKS God did for her IN 'THE 
IMES OF OLD, naturally breaks forth into 
Thankſgiving, which as naturally quickens her 
Faith, and doubles her Importunity, in the fol- 
lowing Ejaculations. When the Lamp of Deva- 
ton is opprefled with Sorrow, and almoſt ſunk; 
then the Ol of Gladneſs dropt into it, caules it to 
burn again, and to flame out the more, 
if it be alſo asked, what need of that manifold 
Repetition, that is uſed, as in the foregoing, fo 
particularly in the following * Verſicles and Re- 
pmſals> 1anſwer, That this is the true Voice, or 
ater Cry of the Penitent and Sorrowful, extorted 


29*«*4 22 7˙² Ä — 


* 


* Note, Thar all theſe are taken out of Scripture, or 
a: !ornzed ont of Scripture-Exprefſions. It is io be ob- 
ty lkewife, that they are all directed to the Sen, 


is Cord Jeins Shrih« 5 | 
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98 The Beauty of Holineſs ' 
by Miſery, and extorting Mercy. Which Anſwee M © 
concerning Repetitions in our Service, ſo often ob- * 
jected, I Thrall here, once for all, obſerve to be 
ſufficient, from the ſucceſs it gave to one of theſe 
very Ejaculations, when firſt uſed by blind Barti. 
mæus. For when he cried out, Jeſus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me; and when bid to hold 
his peace, he ſtill cry d our, a great deal the more, 
Jeſus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me; his Cry 
was heard, and his Blindneſs cured. His Repe- 
tition was made no Objection by our Saviour to 
His Requeit; but, on the contrary, becauſe he 
cry'd the more a great deal, Jeſus was prevailed up- 
on to ſtand ſtill; and thus the poor Man ſucceed- 
ed, not becauſe of his Poverty, but becauſe of hi 
Importunity. 8 
IT nis whole Office is cloſed with a Collect, where- 
in the foregoing Petitions, which have been alter. 
nate, between the Prieſt and People, are now ga. 
ther'd and collected into one Prayer, and offered 
up by the Prieſt, in behalf of the People, they 
only ſaying Amen. For this Reaſon, LET Us 
PRAY, is put before it only as a Mark of Tran 
fition, as was before explained. The Subject of 
this Collect is TO TURN FROM US, or to 
ſanctifie all our Troubles and Adverſities; and 
it is taken almoſt Word for Word, from the ſame 
ancient Repoſitory, as the Litany is, namely, the 
Sue rament try of Erqgory; and whereas it was aite 
his Time corrupted, by inſerting the [zterceſſion 9 
Sints, this was not only expunged by our REFOR 
MERs, but, as an Antidote to that Corruption, fes 
added this Sentence, GRANT THAT IN Au 
OUR TROUBLES WE MAY PUT on 
| F 8 Wa 


ol 


in the Common- Prayer. 99 


wicle TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN tby 

Thus have we gone thro' the Conſideration of 
hi excellent and peculiar Office of our Church: 
And, upon the Whole, we may affirm, that as in 
the Liturgy, in general, we may be ſaid to vor- 
fp the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs, {o in the Lita- 
1 we worſhip him in the Perfection of Beauty. 

Note, That the Prayer of Ch ſeſtome, tho” here 
placed, is not appropriated to the Litany ; but is com- 
mom both to it, and the daily Morning Service. 

The Diſſenters propoſed, at the Savey- Conference, that 
be Litany might be altered and changed into one conti - 
ned Prayer, taking out all the Supplications that be- 
long to the People, whereof they exhibited a Form; but 
both the Propofal, and the Form, were rejected. But 
hat they could not get altered, they ceaſe not to diſpa- 
ge: For 'tis with reſpect to our Litany chiefly, (which 
ceiriinly throughout, but eſpecially at the Concluſion, 
antains the Spirit, Energy. and Quinteflence of Devo- 
on) that the Dzſſenters uſe againſt our Common. Pray- 
ec 1,0{e beggarly Compariſons, calling it Cuts, Shreds, 
P::7:4ge, &c. The Litany in particular has been termed, 
i *ardel of Tantologier, and Battologres, &c. 
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S to the PRAYERS AND THANKSGIV. 

INGS UPON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 
— Dit will be neceſſary, in this Place, to add a 
few Words. 
As private Evils, that befall Perſons, whether 
IN MIND, BODY, OR ESTATE, are provid- 
ed for in the general Collect for all Conditions 
* of Men; fo theſe publick Evils, which in like 
manner befall Multitudes, are here prayed againſt 
in particular Collects. For what Trouble of Mind, 
Sickneſs of Body, Adverſity of Fortune, are to 
private Men; that“ Wars and Tumults are to 
the Minds, “Plague and Sickneſs is to the Bodies, 
Drought and Rain, Dearth and Famine, are to 
the Eſtates of Multitudes. 

Tis true, theſe Evils are prayed againſt in the 
Litany ; but there are theſe Differences, 1/4. In the 
Litany they are deprecated only on certain Days, 
which ought to be done every Day, whilſt the Oc- 
cation laſts. zd. In the Litany they are only 
barely mention'd, and not enough inſiſted upon, 
or diſtinguiſh'd from other Evils, that are of a 
leſſer Size. 3adly. In the Litany they are confide- 
red as abſent and accidental; and we pray only ta 
be deliver'd from them; but in theſe Collects they 
are conſidered as preſent,” and actually lying upon 
us; and we pray to be delivered from under them: 
In che Litany we pray for Prevention, but in the's 
for Reſcue. 


But 
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But tho' theſe are publick Evils, yet being them- 
ſelves of different extent, ſometimes falling upon 
a Province, or County, ſometimes upon 4 City, 


* 


ſemetimes upon a ſmaller Diſtrict, of Village; 


God rauſing it to rain upon one City, and canſing it 


not to rain upon another Gy, Amos iv. 7. infotnuch 
0 


that the one may pray for Rain, whilſt the other 


for fair Weather; therefore theſe Prayers are oc 


caſional, to be uſed by every County, City, or 
Village, as their ſeveral Neceſſities require. But 
when theſe Evils are ſo great, or ſo extended; as 
to become National, then it hath been the Cuſtom 


of our Church to appoint a Day of publick Hu- 


miliation, with Faſting, and a proper Setvice, 
drawn up for the Occaſion. Thus there is no 
Evil of any Kind, whether Perſonal or General ; 
none of any Extent, whether Provincial or Nati- 
nal; but our Church, in proportion, widens the 


ield of her A e even Prayer, Wild. xvili. 


21. either to ſuſtain, or to ward it off, * 


RS 


* Nots, That only the Two Firſt Prayers, viz. for 


Ruin, and for Fair Mather, were in the bicſt Book of 


Em. 6. and then placed at the End of the Communion- 
Service. But in the Second Buok of Et, 6. theſe Two, 


ith the Three following, rx: in Time of Dearth, Mar, 


and Plague, were all Five inſerted in the Place where 
hey now ſtand. But their reſpective Thankſpivings, 
were added by Oider of King James l. | 

Note aſs, That the Five foregoing Prayers are Depre. 
ind; Whereas the Three following, viz. for Ember. 
Meeks, for the Parliament, for af Conditions of Men, 
% Inrerceſſions ; thele were added at the laſt Review, 


151. , 
The 


rr 
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The Prayer appointed on Ember-Weeks, tho' oc- 
cafional, yet is not (like the former) accidental, 
but afhxed to certain Times of the Year; which 
our Church hath f appointed to be kept with Fa- 
ſting and Prayer, “ tor thoſe that are to be ad- 
** mitted into Holy Orders. And herein fhe fol- 
lows the conſtant Cuſtom of the Catholick Church, 
and that ſeems derived from the original Prece- 
dent of the Apoitles themſelves; who, upon that 
Order of the Holy Ghoſt, ſaying, Separate me Bar- 
nabas and Saul, for the Work, whereto 1 have called 
them; when they bad faſted and prayed, laid their Hands 
en them, ana ſent them away, Acts x1tl. 2, 3. A Cu- 
ſtom of the higheſt Importance to be continued 
for ever in the Church; to the end that all thoſe 
appointed to feed the Flock of Chriſt, may be true 
and lawtul Shepherds, having enter'd in bythe 
Door, I mean the Apoſtolical Way of Ordinati- 
on, by Prayer, and laying on of Hands of the 
Biſhop; and not Hrrelmgs, who climb up ſome other 
ay. . 

The other occaſional Prayer, for the High- 
% Court of Parliament, is of the like publick 
Importance to the State, as the former is to the 
Church; and ſo both jointly to our Conſtitution , 
in which the Church and State are ſo united and 


„„ —U— — — — 


* 


F Canon 31. An, 1603. decrees, That Deacons and 
Mimiters be ordained, or made, but only upon the Sun- 
days immediately following the Fejunia quatuor temps- 
rum, commohly called Ember- Meekt; Which Decree 1 
as old 2s Gel], who appointed the ſame about the Tear 


500, | 
: link'd 
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link'd together, by the Fundamental Laws of this 
Realm, that they cannot be divided without being 
deftroyed ; a Maxim fully proved by the Conſul- 
rations of that memorable Parliament, which over- 
turned both, and which gave Occaſion to have 
this very Prayer added here to our publick Inter- 
cilions after the Reftoration.. 


a © 
9 
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FFF 
SERMON IV. 
e888 8068 XR 8 U 88880 N 886 


COMMUNION, 


Second Service. 


S in the Jewiſh Worfhip mung 
3 A was a larger Sacrifice àppoiu- mn. 2 
Des ted upon the Sabbaths, and 7 
Ness great Feaſts; ſo is there an additional 
Service appointed upon the Lord's-Day, and the 
Feſtivals of our Church ; it being meet that theſe 
Holy Days, the chief Days of the Affembly, ſhould 
be diftinguiſh'd in excellency from the Claſs of 
ordinary Days; and rhat they ſhould take in 
not only all the foregging Ottces, that diſtinguiſh- 
ed ſome Days of the Week from others; but that 
they ſhould have ſome peculiar Service of their 
own, whereby they themſelves ſhould be diſtin- 
gui ſh'd from them all. And ſuch is the Scond Ser- 
vice, as it is ſometimes called, and not improper- 
Jy, when there is no Celebration of the Lord's- 
Supper; tho this is its true End and Deſign, for 


Which 
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which it was originally inſtituted, and from which 
ir takes its more authentick Name, the Commu⸗ 
nion Ser vice. . e 
And as the Church gives it the Name of the 
(ommunion- Ser vice, ſo it orders it to be read at the 
(ommunion· Table; and thus by retaining the anci- 
ent Place, and Name, as Memorials of her Pri- 
mitive Zeal, ſhe teſtifies to all her Children, that 
taere ought to be now, in theſe Days, as in the 
Days of old, an holy Communion, whenever this 
Service is appointed, that is, on every Lord's-Day, 
and on every Holy Day, whether a Feſtival, or 
Faſt. *Tis true, the Church obligeth all her 
Members, that are Confirmed by the Biſhop, © to 
Communicate at leaſt Three Times in the Lear; 
hut then ſhe exhorts them to frequency in parta- 
ting of theſe holy and bleſſed: Myſteries. For 
this Allowance of partaking but thrice in the Year, 
an Act of meer Indulgence, forced on her thro? 
the abounding of Iniquity in theſe latter Days; 
auch it may be juſtly pleaded on her behalf, in 
this caſe, as it was in behalf of Moſes, in the caſe 
Divorce, that for the baraneſs of our Hearts the 
CHa ſuffereth this ; but from the beginning it uus not 


# P But 


* [i was an ancient Cuſtom ia the Church, ro be tra- 
c20 up as high as rhe 34] Century. to fing an Anthem in 
th: Place, called the ln: roit; becauſe while this was fing» 
w, the Prieft made his Inerare, that is Entrance within 
Ui” Septum, or Rail of che Altar: which Ineroit was u- 
i1:11v a Pſalm ſuited to the Day, or Solemnity. And this 
Cuirom was ordered in the 1{ Book of Edw. 6. and tho”: 
„mutrd in the Rubrick of the 2d Book, yet it has — 
an 


106 The Beauty of Holinef 

But let raged to conſider the Form of the 
Service it ſelf. Now it ſeem'd good tothe Church, 
that the Celebration of this Sacrament which Chri 
himſelf ordained, ſhould begin with the Prayer 
which he himſelf taught; both being Pledges of 
his Love left to his Church, tor ber daily uſe, 
and endleſs comfort. The Lord's-Praycr muſt be 
the moſt proper Introduction to the Lord's-Supper. 
And f St. Jerome affirms, that Chriſt taught it his 
_ to be ſaid at the Holy Communion; 
whence he, and all the Ancients, do expound that 
Petition, Give us this dap our daily bead, of the 
Body of Chriſt, that Bread of Life, which inthoſe 


| andis till continued down in our Cathedral Churches, 
and in Quires, and Places, where they ſing. i 
Now, in many Pariſh Churches, inſtead of this An- 


tho' the Miniſter ſhould not go up io the Communzon- 
Table; and rather the more fo, when he doth not; be- 
cauſe this Interpoſal of a Pfſalm makes a ſeparation and 
diſtinction between the 2 Services, which oughr to be 
tkvs made by Diſtance of Time, when it cannot be done 
dy Difference of Place. Not but in all Pars Churches, 

(as well as in Quires ) where it can be done wirh conve- 

nience to the Congregation, this Service ought regulariy 

to de ſaid at the Lord's- Table; a Thing which Bp. Beve- 
ridge, that great Saint and Ornament of our Church, 


and great Admirer and Promoter of our Liturgy, much 


deſnes and inſiſts upon, as uſeful ro remind People, that 
there ought at leaſt to be a Sacrament, tho there be not, 
on every Sunday, and Holy-Day. | 


+ Docmt Apoſtolos, ut quotidie in corpory illiiis ſacri: 
fecro credentes aulde ant loqus, Pater noſter, Je. Hiern: 


Times 


them is commonly ſung a Pſalm; Which is very proper, 
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Times was daily feceived. And out Church doth 
in her Catechiſm thus expound this Petition, that 
therein we pray dur heavenly Father, © to ſend 
us all Things that be needful as well for our 
Souls, = Bodies. Begins | a 
After this moſt r Beginning, there follows 
a Prayer, no leſs — for. Sanctlfcation. For 
v ithout Purity of Heart, or, in the Pſulmiſt's Phraſe, 
waſhing our Hands in Innocency, tis high Preſumpti- 
on to go to bis Altar. The Bread, that Chrift gives 
us in the Sacrament, is his Body; and concerning 
this ſpiritual Bread, that Objection of the Jews 
is very juſt, How can Chrift's Diſciples eat with un- 
en Hands? Not but this Prayer is here placed 
2+ 4 Preparative likewiſe fot the following Reci- 
tat of the Commandments, For as the People were, 
God's Order, (Exod. xix. 14. fantlify'd before 
te firſt Publication of them; ſo ought we to have 
pure Hearts, before we be fir to hear them re- 
bearſed. | | 

After this Preparation, the Prieſt “ rurning to 
the People, reheatſes diſtinctly the Ten Command- 
© ets ; The Benefit whereof may be confidered 
a double reſpect; 1ſt. With a particular re- 
card to the Holy Communion: or, 2dly. With a 
.cncral regard to their ſtanding, and intrinſick 
Wy I © 1 x04 
Fit, With regard to the Communion, this Re- 
1earlal of the Commandments, with the Suppli- 
:a:tonis of the People ſubjoined to each, is an ex- 
client Preparative for receiving thoſe Holy My- 
1 ries; for it contains thoſe penitential Ads, 
dich the Church requires. For in its Exhorta- 
bot the worthy Participation of the Lord's- 
| 7 3 Supper, 


: * 4 » 
* 
. 


* 
* 
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Supper, it thus directs. The Way and Means 


„ thereto is, firſt to examine your Lives and Con- 
e verſations by the Rule of God's Command- 
* ments ; and whereinſoever ye ſhall perceive 
* your ſelves to have offended, either by Will, 
* Word, or Deed, there to bewail your own Sin- 
* fulneſs, and to confeſs your ſelves to Almighty 
“% God, with full Purpoſe of Amendment of Life. 
Now whilſt each Commandment is reading, every 
Communicant ought, by a ſecret RecalleSion at 
leaſt of his groſſer Sins, to examine his own Con- 
ſcience; and being conſcious wherein he hath of. 
tended, ( for, alas! who is there that liveth, and 
ſinneth not?) he then may © bewail his own Sin- 


* fulneſs,” with the reſt crying out, Lozd habe 


mer:yupenus ; and alſo itrengthen his Purpoſe 
of Amendment,“ adding, And inclint our hearts 
to keep this Law, The keeping of the Command: 
mentsis One of the Three Things, we did “ pro- 
* miſe and vow in our Baptiſm : And the hearing 
of them rehearſed diſtinctly to us muſt be of pc- 
culiar uſe, when we are going to renew that Vow 
un the Lord's-Supper. Not but without this re- 
tative uſc of the Commandments, 

Secondly, The Rehearſal of them, in the man- 
ner pre{crib'd, is of general and ſtanding Advan- 
tage to Chriſtians, For I would aſk, What can 
be of greater Advantage to them, than the fami- 
liar Knowicdge of thoſe Things, the Performance 
whereof is the Condition of Salvation? Now our 
Saviour hath ſaid, if thou would? enter unto Life, keep 
the Commandments, Mat. xix. 17. Moſes, to inforce 
the keeping them, faith, They ſhall be in thine Heart: 
and thou ſaalt bind them for a 1 8 upon thine H and, 2 


— pup — 14 


D 
_ 


« 
10 
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they ſpall be #s frontlets berween thine Eyes, Deut. vi. 6, 


$, Doubtleſs this Recital of them, in the hearing 
of the People, has all theſe Effects; for it regular. 
ly reprints them upon their Memories, which o- 
therwiſe would as „r. be worn out, and et- 


faced, by the Impreſſions of their Weekly Affairs. 


And the People themſelves being obliged “ after 
every Commandment to aſk God Mercy for 
« their Tranſgreſſion thereof for the Time paſt ; 
« and Grace to keep the ſame for the Time to 
© come”, what do they at each Rehearſal, but as by 


a new Tie, bind them for a ſign upon their Hands, and 


i frontlets between their Eyes? 9 


363 


G lt is to be noted. that the Prieſt in rehearſing the 
Commandments, ſpeaks as from God, and therefore is 
ordered, to © turn himſelf ro the People; whilft they 
* receive them kneeling, the Poſture of Reverence and 
Submiſlion to what God commands, and of Humiſiation 


{or the Breach thereof. Bp. Andrews thus deſcribes the 


manner of it, which doubtleſs he uſed bimſelf, and 
which he enjained in bis Dioceſe, * the Prieſt after the 
Collect, deſcends to the Door of the Septum, or Rail, 


„% Makes a low Adoration towards the altar; then turns 


to che. People, and ſtanding in the Door, readeth the 
Ten Commandments, as from God, whilſt they lie 
pioſtrate quite to the end, as to God ſpeakingg. 

This muſt be the Cuſtom of our Church in his Time, 
er he could not thus defcribe the manner of the ancient 
Church, becauſe the Rehearſal: of the Commandments 
was never appointed in any Church, ancient, or modern, 
but only in the Church of England: So that this is an 
Exccllency pteuliar to our Liturgy. * 


ir was firſt appointed in the 2d Book of Edv. 6. 
| | After 
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After the Comandments fitly follows a Prayer 
for the King, he being cuſtos urriuſque Tabule, the 


| 7 . 8. 
Guardian of Both Tables; ſv that he is not only te 
the DEFENDER OF THE FAITH, but of the Law. 45 


But whatever Men may annex to the Titles of 
Kings or Sovereign Princes, yet the Defence of bi 
both is by God himſelf veſted in their Office, And 
for this cauſe hath he commanded us to pray for 
them, firſt of all, 1 Tim. xi. 1, 2. And, accor- r 
ding to this Command, our Church hath placed W » 
theſe Collects, for the Ning, being Two, for Variety, F 
firſt of al, almoſt in the beginning of this Office, e- I 
ven this higheſt Office, of her whole Worſhip 
wherein all Interceſhons are molt available. For, 
fince in the Holy Sacrament God giveth us his 
own Son how ſhall be not with bim alſo Freely gi ve us 
all things? And that this Interceſſion for the King 
may net fail thro' the inde votion of the People, 
the Prieſt calls unto them to join earneſtly there- 
in, by that Exhortatation, Let us Pray. < 
Then comes on“ the Collect for the Day: of which 
having already ſpoken at large, l ſhall now conſider, 
according to my Promiſe, - relation which each 
Collect, with its proper Epiſtle, and Goſpel, do 
mintly bear, and how they are together fitted, to 
the particular Sundays, to which they are affixed, 
and all, in their courſe, to the ſolemn anniverſary 
Seaſons, obſerved by the Church. | . 
No there are Three Great and leading Feſtivals, ( 
obſerved from the begining by the Catholick M 
: 


„ fand 9% Qt food we 


fend — a © as 


Church, which are among the Lr, as Princes a- 
mong their Nobles. Theſe for their greatet $0- 
lemnity have ſeveral Days or Weeks appointed to 0 
attend, and (as it were) wait upon them in their 

Froceſſion. Thus 
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Thus the Nativity of Chriſt, our only Lord and 
Saviour, hath the Four Weeks of Advent appoin- 
ted as its Forerunners; and it may be ſaid of theſe, 
as it was of John Bapriſt, with regard to Chriit's 
coming; chat they are as Meſſengers te prepare lit uay 


bjore him. „ | 
Eaſter, the Day of Chriſt's Reſurrection, next 
in Order and Dignity to that of his Nativity, hath 
not only all Leut as a general Preparative; but a 
whole Week, called the Haly Week, as @ peculiar 
Attendance to go before it, and mareover, Two 
Days ſet apart to follow after, 

Whitſunday, the Third great Feſtival, bath not 
indeed ſo great an Attendance to go before it, on- 
the Sunday after Aſcenſion ; yet it is honoured 
with Two Days ſet apart to follow in its Train: 
either could there be more ſince the following 
Dory are {ct apart for the Solemnity of the Ember- 
Week. 

Now in all theſePreparatory Seaſons, or Intervals, 
erween theſe Feaſts, the Epiſtles, and Goſpels, 
with the Collects, which are generally taken out 
vi them, are fitted to, and point towards, the great 
Feitival that comes on. | 

For Inſtance; Thoſe appointed for the Four Sun- 
days, in Advent, let forth the various Conngs of 
(itz and are as the gradual Dawning of the Morn, 
before the Riſing of the Sun of Rigbreow/neſs. From 
F riſtmas to Epiphany the Church lets forth Chriſt's 
Humanity, that he is very Man, of the Subſtance 
of his Mother born in the World. Thus the 
Feaſt of Circume iſion declares him not only tobemade 
Fa Moman, but alſo made wider the Lau. Put af- 
ter Epiphany the Church manifeſts his Die. 

| that 
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that he is very God, © ofthe Subſtance of the Fa- 7 
“ ther, begotten before all Worlds. Thus in the 


Firſt Sunday after Epiphany, the Goſpel mani- t 
feſts his Divinity, by his miraculous Anſwers to 
the Jewiſh Doctors: in the Second, by his turn- T1 


ing Water into Wine: in the 'Third, by his hea- tl 
ling the Leper: in the Foùrth, by his ſtilling the el 


Winds, and Waves, with his Word. 5 E 
From Sept uageſima Sunday the Church looks for- 10 

wards, towards the great Feſtival of Eaſter. That it 

Sunday, with the two following, may be called the MW « 

Leſſer Lent, they being Preparative to that long ſo- 

lemn Seaſon, as that is to Zaſter. Now Lent being MW : 

inſtituted and kept in imitation of Chriſt's Faſting MW «© 


Forty Days, and Forty Nights, from the beginning MW :! 
of it on 4ſ--Wedneſday, all the Epiſtles, and Goſpels, H 
with their Collects, appointed for the Sundays, have 


. one general Aim, namely, to produce in us Repen- MW +64 
4 rance, and Death unto Sin, tho? each Sunday, for Fu 
| Variety, propounding different Ways. The 1/t. ex- al 
i horting to Patience in Afflictions: the 2d. to 
„ Temperance and Abſtinence from all Uncleanneſs: MW -/ 
L the 3d. to Strictneſs of Life, and Perſeverance: and Ml i: 
L ſo in the reſt. | th 
* Having thus crucified the whole Body of Sin in Lent, 
. at Eaſter, we are made Partakers of a joyful Reſur- 

1 rection; we are rais'd from the Death of Sin to i 
$ the Life of Righteouſneſs. Wherefore from Eaſter, be 
| to Pentecoſt, or Whit /unaay,theEpiitles, and Goſpels, in, 
run ina contrary Tenor, tending to raiſe in us jo! 
4 Joy, Hope, Newneſs of Life, and the like. For ar 
j the Church having at Faſter put off ber Suckeloth, 2 

[: Pſal. xxx. 11. the penitential Garb of Lent, 1t 18 0 
this Seaion repreſented in her Services, as girded Wl i: 


with 


— 
— 2 — 
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1 gladueſs; which at laſt is compleated by the 
coming of the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, as on 
the Day of Pentecoſt, or Whitſunday; RES 

and now the Third Perſon in the Trinity bein 
allo fully revealed to the World, together wh 
the Father, and the Son, from whom he proceed- 
eth, the Sunday following is a Feaſt Inſtituted in 
Honour to all the Three Perſons, the Feaſt of Tri- 
„i, which might be called the great Ehiphany, be- 
ing the Manifeſtation of the Three Perſons, as the 
other Epiphany is only of che Son. 

{iftly, during that long Interval, from Trinity 
ti!! Advent, the Epiſtles and Goſpels have alſo but 
og general View and Tendency, to raiſe in us 
the ſeveral Fruits and Gifts of the Spirit, and all 
Holy and Spiritual Affections. So that all the 
gervices of this long courſe of Sundays may be con- 
filered as looking, either Backwards, with a grate- 
ful Regard to the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, from which 
a thoſe Graces, that make our Services accepta- 
flow; or Forwards, with an awful Regard to 
Aoent, the Time of our Lord's Coming, for which 
thoſe Graces prepare us; either as te ſtifying, that 
the Holy Ghoſt is come; or as fitting us by his 
c againſt the Coming of our Lord. | 

''hus then the Epiſtles and Goſpels are not caſt 
ne dur Liturgy at random, or as it ſhould hap- 
ben ; but are piaced every One in its Order, be- 
ing ſuited ſeverally to their proper Days, and all 
jo:ntly to the Seaſons, which come between and 
are govern'd by theſe cardinal, or great Feſtivals. 

Tho* Ihave Traced out to you this Admirable 
Order of our Church in fo particular a View, yet 
'iw:}} be uſeful, and edifying, to preſent you alſo 

& „ * 


114 The Beauty of Holimfs 
with that more general Scheme, wherein that great 
Prelate, Biſhop Cofins, hath excellently repreſen. 
ted the Wiſdom of our Church. Theſe are his 
Words. The Church hath not appointed Epi- 
« {les and Goſpels, but upon ſpecial relation to the 
« Time wherein they are read. And it is admirable 
<« to ſee. with what Order and Wiſdom all Things 
c are diſpoſed and bro't in tempore ſuo, that they 
might be the more kindly for the puting us in 
mind of what we are about, or what we have to 
« do. The whole Year is diſtinguiſn'd into To Parts: 
« The Time of Chriſt's Living among us here on 
_« Earth, which is the Firſt; and our Time of 
„ Living here, after his Example, which is the 
« Second: For the Firſt, are all the Sundays ap- 
« pointed from Aa vent, to Trinity- Sunday; for the 
« reſt are all the Sundays, after Trinity, to Advent 
« again. (Veteres diftinxerunt hec duo Tempora in 
* tempus Dominice Deſtenſationis, & in rempus noſtre 
« Peregrinationis. ) And, becaule the firſt Part is 
« converſant about the Life of Chriſt, and the 
« Myſteries of his Divine Diſpenſation, therefore, 
te beginning at Advent, isthe memory of his Incar- 


* 


* 


« then his Circumciſion, his Manifeſtation to the 
« Gentiles, his Nonage, his Doctrine, his Mira- 


* 


« his Aſcenſion, his ſending the Holy Ghoſt, all 


« the whole Story, and Courſe, of our Saviour, in 
« Maniſeſting himſelf, and his Divine Mytterics, 
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azad purpoſe, to make us know and remember 
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* _— 


{1 
| 

4 
it 


« nation celebrated, and after that, his Nativity, | 


« cles, his Paſſion, his Burial, his ReſurreQion, 8 
« jn a moſt abſolute Order: In all which, we ſee | 
* to the World. So that theGoſpelsread through | 
„all this Part of the Year, have their chief end 


= with ; 


- 


in the Common-Prayer, 1 5 
with grateful Hearts, what excellent Benefits 


God the Father hath comunicated to us, Firſt by 


his Son, and then by the Holy Spirit, making us 
Herrs of Heaven, that before were the Sons 


of Hell: for which unſpeakable Goodneſs, we 


do moſt fitly end this Part of the Year, with 


giving Praiſe, and Glory, to the whole Bleſſed 


Trinity. 

Ihe Second Part, which contains all the Sun- 
days after that, being for our Guidance, in the 
Peregrination that we have, living in this World, 
hath for it tuch Goſpels, in Order appointed, as 
may molt eafily,and plainly, inſtruct, and lead us, 
in the true Paths of Chriſtianity; that thoſe 


which are regenerated by Chriſt, and initia- 


ted in his Faith, may know, what Vertues to 


follow, and what Vices to eſchew. Thus in 
the Firſt Part, we are to learn the Myſteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion : in the Second, we are to 
practiſe that which is agreable to the fame. For 
ſo it behoves us, not only to know that we 
have no orher Foundation of our Religion bur 
Chrift Jeſus, born, crucified, and riſen for us; 


but farther alſo to build upon this Foundation 
ſuch as a Life as he requires from us. And be- 
cauſe theFirſt Part ends with Pentecoft, the ing 


us a new Law in our Hearts; therefore the Se- 
cond is to begin with the practice of that Law: 
that as the Children of 1/raz! did paſs, thro' the 
Deſart, by the Direction of Moſes, 15 we may pals 
thro* this World, by the Guidance ofour Saviour, 
and overcoming, at laſt, our ſpiritual Enemies, 
we may come to our heavenly Dwelling-place 


aud there remain with him for ever. 


Q 2 | Thus 
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116 The Beauty of Holineſs 
Thus have we ſeen, at large, the wondrous Or- 
der, and Diipoſition, of the Epiſtles, and Goſpels, 


appointed for the Sundays. As to thoſe belonging 


to the Days of Caints, theſe are choſen out, and 


erder'd, ſo as to do honuur, indeed, directly to thoſe 


Naruto which they do, either by reciting their Wr 
tings, Or r 


4 
2g their Example. But foraſmuch as theſe Days 
4 | ? 


; 

* 

erive from Chr iſt, whois glorified in his Saints; there- 
Fire they do all ultimately reſpect, and {ome pay 
Wmedtate Honour to, the great Feſtivals of our 
Lord. Thus the Days of * St. Andrew, and St, 
oma, come before, and uſher in our Lord's Na- 
rivityz of f St. Stephen, St. John, and St. Innocent, 
imme- 


Or © WR — 


* St. Andrem is places firſt inthe Order of Saints, be- 
caulc he was hr calied by Chriſt. 


* gt. Sreplien ſcems to be placed firſt after Chriſtmas 
Day. bocauſe tio was the firit Martyr: St. Jobn next, de- 
cauf* it2 Diſciple whom Jeſus loved, and fo next him in 
&#-Hion, Thenike Ianocents, becauſe their Martyrdoin 
was the flett conſequent upon Chriſt's Birth, or Nativity. 
Some vie alfo this myitical Reaſon both for their Place, 
z Order; that Martyrdom, Love, and Innocence, are 
fir? be maprify'd, as wherein Chriſt it moſt glorified, 

Des ue the Sl its enter into Joy thro' Sufferings there- 
fore their Deyt ate uſher'd in with a Vigil, and Faſt, on 
their E:85; partly to prepare us for the more ſolemn 
Keeping of the Uay following ; and partly to ſignifie to 
ve, That we too, after a few Days of Mortifieation, and 
Scr, Tall paſs into a joyful Eterniiy. 

For ths Reaſos there is no igi! on the Eve of St. Mi. 
bat, Bets ale the Angels did not enter imoJoy thro Sut- 


fer in 85 3 


* 


in the Common - Prayer. 117 


immediately follow after. And the reſt are placed 


at regular Diſtances, not crouding together, that 
they may not confound nor injure each other's 


Luitre 5 but yet may all ſeverally keep up and ſet 


oft the Glory of the Lord. Theſe Days are pla- 
ced in our Calendar, as the Planets are in the Fir- 
mament. For as thoſe move round the Sun, bor- 
wou ing their Light from him, with which they 
lighten the Earth; ſo theſe attend upon and re- 
ive their Glory from the Sum of righteon/neſs, which 
Hey caſt round upon his Church. So then in the 
vicater Feſtivals Chriſt is glorify'd in his Perſon 
rectly; but on the lefler he is glorify'd in his 
Sac nuts by reflection. 55 
Thus then there is a Relation, and - mutual De- 
ndance in the whole Syſtem of the Epiſtles, and 
Goſpels, © uſed throughout the Year, Thus much 
25 to the Beauty of their Order, | 
As to the Excellency of their Matter, thoſe ap- 
pcinted for the Sundays, contain the moſt choice 
and principal Parts of the New Teftament, as the 
% Leſſons for the Sundays do thoſe of the Old. 
Now as the 1 Epiſtle was inſtituted, to W 
| the 


—— ._ cz 8 — — ——— —EU—j—ꝓã— — yada 
; a 6 


kerings, bur were placed there from their Creation. 
There is none likewiſe on the Eves of St. Mark, or of 
St. Philip, and St. Facoh ; becauſe theſe fall between 
Haſter, and Whitſuntide, upon which Joy ful Seaſon, all 
Faits wete forbidden. 


+ Note, That tho ſome of the Epiſtles be taken Out : 


or the Acta, and the Old Teſtament, yet they may be pro- 


prrly called Epiſtles, as taking their Denomination from 


the greater Part; this is a Figure often uſed in Scriprare 


it cif, Howeyer, to ſatisſie the Diſſenters even in this 


trifling 
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118 The Beauty of Holineſs 
the Law preceding the Goſpel, and is therefore 
read firit ; ſo the Matter ot it is generally Moral, 
or Preceptive; but the Subject of the Goſpel, 
which repreſents the whole Goſpel, or Preaching 
of Cbriſtianity, is both Hiſtorical and Preceptiye, 
relating what Chr it either did, or taught. 9 
And whereas the Law was but dark, and full of 
Terror, in proportion to the comfortable Light 
breaking forth in the Goſpel, therefore it was an 
univerial Cuſtom in the Eaftern Church, as 6 St. 
Jerome affirms, © at the reading of the Goſpel, to 
« ſet up 9 even at Mid Day, not with De. 
* i12n therefore, as he infers to, to diſpel the Dark, 
5% bur give a Teſtimony of Rejoicing. Beſides this 


fignificant Ceremony, there have been Two pecu- 


our Church to this Day. 

The Firj# is, That all the Congregation fand u 
at the reading of them, as being the Word of the 
Maſter ; whereas at the reading of the Epiſtles, 
theyare indulged the Poſture of 
the Words of the Servants, This Reverence the 
Catholick Church, throughout the Eat, and W:/t, 
hath always paid, to the Son of God, above all 
other Meſſengers. And our Church generally con- 
tinues the Practice of the ſame, tho* not mention- 


riding Objection, at the laſt Review taere were added 
in the Rubrick theſe Words, or Portion of Scriptur: 
appointed for the Epiſtles. | 


© Per torgs orients Keoleſias quando legendum eft E. 


non utique ad fupandas tencbras, ſed ad fſirnum lætitiæ 
gemonſirandum. Hieron. adv, Vigilant. F 
| c 


liar Honours paid to the Goſpels, which continue in 


hitting, as being 


— ——m 


vangelium, accenduntur luminaria, jam ſole rutilante: | 


* 
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in the C ommon- Prayer. 11 


ed in her Rubrick ; as being recommended by 5 An- 
:1quity, tho* not enjoined by Authority: A reveren- 
tial Cuſtom, ſurely very meet to be kept up every 
where, in Honour to the Sonof God, but eſpecial- 
iy in this, Church and Nation; ſince no leſs is 
paid to our King himſelf, at the reading of whoſe 
Commiſſions, the higheſt Court among us, even of 
gur Nobles, ſtand up, and uncover the Head. 
gecondly, The other Honour paid to the Goſpel was, 
nat after the naming of it, all the People Handing 
up, ſaid, * Glory be to thee, O Lord. This Uſage 
borrowed from ancient Liturgies our Reformers con- 
iinued in} Ours: and tho? afterwards difcontinu- 
ed in the Rubrick, yet Cuſtom till continues the 
i'e of it in moſt Cathedral and in many Parochiał 
Churches; and the Voice of Cuſtom, is, in many 
Caſes, the Voice of Law. 

The Rehearſal of the NICENE CREED, follows 
the Epiſtles, and Goſpels, as that of the Afoſtle's 
ed, followed the Leſſons; and this for the ſame 
Reaſons, namely, becauſe as Faith comes by hearing, ſo 
the Mouth the Confeſfon of it is made unto Salvation. 


Zur befides theſe general Reaſons, tne Rehearſal 


2 „ee. - . 


at 

$ *OJay avaſwwoxouior bayytatov, des 0 
eech, Go Atdxoron, d ads & Adds SUKETWonY 
4 Fans nov Mag. W hen the Golpel 18 read, ics all 
Pri{byrers, Lracons; and all the People ſtaud up with 
wech filence. Apoſt. Conſt. lib. 2. c. 57., 

„M irt a Sogpe © ayayriuoins dd d. He 
LS HE αο MHαιl; uss“ AOxXA EOL, KY'PIE- 
ben he, ( v3. ihe Deacon) begins to read the Golpel, 
wo ſtraitway tand up, ſaying, Glory be to chee, O Lords 
{Chryſolt. de Circo. | 
telt was in the Firſt Book of Ew. 6. 1 

| vs 


120 The Beauty of Holineſs 


ei our Faith before the receiving the Holy Com- 
munion, is founded on higher Ends. ff. It being | 
meet that all ſhould firſt profeſs the ſame Faith, 

who partake of the ſame Myſteries; for ſurely it 
10 Stranger, or uncircumciſed Perſon, could eat of the 
Paſſover, ( Exod. x1i:; 43, 48.) that typical Sacra« 
ment; much more, no Stranger to the Chriſtian | 
Faith, or Unbeliever, ſhould partake of the real | 
Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper. 2dly. As the 
Acknowledgment of the Articles of our Chriſtian 
Faith, is Part of the Vow made at our Baptiſm; 
ſo ought the ſame Acknowledgment to be repeated 
at the Lord's-Supper,wherein we renew that Vow, 
It is not my Buſineſs to conſider the Subſtance 
of this Creed neither, nor to run thro' its Articles; 

wherefore, I ſhall only here explain, and recom- 
mend, thoſe T'wo ancient Cuitoms, of turning to- 
wards the Altar, and of bowing at the Name of 
Jeſus, when we make theſe Conteſſions of our Faith. 

As to the Firſt, It was the Cuitom of the anci- 

ent Church, to turn to the Altar, or Eaſt, not only 

at the Confeſſions of Faith, but in all the publick 
Prayers. And therefore * Epiphanins, ſpeaking of 
the Madneſs of the Impoſtor Elxæus, counts this as 
one Inſtance of it, among other Things, that he 

forbad praying towards the Eaſt. Now this is the 
moſt honourable Place in the Houfe of God, and 
is therefore ſeparated from the lower and inferior 
Part of the Church, anſwering to the Holy of Hol:s, 
in the Jewiſoa Tabernacle, which was {evered by 4 
Veil from the Sanctuary; and the holy Table, or 
Altar, in the One, anſwers to the Mercy-Seat, in 


—— 2 


* Epip. I.. Her. 19. c. 19. 


the 


In the Cammom · Prayer. 1 21 
ihe Other. As then the f Jews worſhipp'd, lifring 


up their Hands towards the Mercy Seat, P{al. xxviii. 12. 
Fxod. xxv. 19. and even the Cherubims were for- 
med with their Faces looking towards it; ſo the 
-imitive Chriſtians did, in their Worſhip, look to- 
wards the Altar, of which the Mercy-Seat was a 
Type. And therefore the Altar was uſually called 
the Tabernacle of God's Glory, his Chair of State; 
the Throne of God, the Type of Heaven, Hea- 
ven it ſelf: For theſe Reaſons did they always, in 
praying look towards it. But in rehearſing our 
Oreeds this Cuſtom is fill more proper and figni- 
{icant ; for we are appointed to perform it. ſtanding, 
by this Poſture declaring our Reſolution to Rand 
i,y (or defend) that Faith, which we have pro- 
 {e(ſed; ſo that at theſe Times we reſemble nat ſo 
n.uch an Aſſembly, as an Army. As then in every 
v ell- marſhalled Army, all look and move one 
way; ſo ſhould we always do in a regular Aſſembly; 
bat eſpecially at the Confe/fon of Faith, all © Chriſt's 
tithful Soldiers ſhould ſhew, that they hold the 
i'nity of Faith, by this Uniformity of Geſture, _ 
Fhe other Uſage, of bowing at the Name of 
/:ſus, ſeems founded on that Scripture, where tis 
declared, that God hath given him a Name; which is 
ab ve every Name ʒ that at the Name of Jeſus every 
ine ſhould bow ; and every Tongue ſhould confeſs, that 
jus Chrift is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, 
ai. xlv. 23. Phil. ii. 9, Cc. Now tho' the Ru- 
nick be ſilent herein, yet the Canon of our Church 
thus enjoins: © That when in Time of Divine 
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12 The Beauty of Holinefi 


Service, the Lord Jeſus ſhall be mention'd, due 
« and lowly Reverence ſhall be done by all per- 
e ſons preſent, as hath been $ accuſtomed; teſti. 
* fying, by this outward Ceremony, and Geſture, 
„ their duc Acknowledgment, that the Lord Te. 
* {us Chriſt, the true and only Son of God, is the 
„ only Saviour of the World, in whom alone all 
« the Mercies, Graces, and Promiſes of God to 
« Mankind, for this Lite, and the Life to come, 
* are fully and wholly compriſed. Can. xviii. 1603. 

Now it {ſuch Reverence be due to that great 
and ever-bleſſed Name, when it is mention'd in 
the Leſſon, or Sermon, how much more in the Creed:, 
when we mention it with our own Lips, making 


Conteſſion of our Faith in it, adding the very Rea 


Ton given in the Canon, that we believe in him, as 
the onlpSon,vz only begorten Son of Gon: and when 


too we do this. ſtandiug, which is the proper Poſture 


for doing Reverence ? 


$ Which is thus explained hy the Injunfrons of Q. 


Elizabetb. Whenſocver the Name of Fejrs ſhall be in 


any Leflon, or Sermon, or other wiſe in the Church pro- 
nounced, that due Reverence he made by all Perſons, 
Young, and Old, with lowlin-fs of Courteſie, and un- 
covering the Heads of the Mankind, as thereunto doth 
neceſſarily belong, and hath heretofore been accuſtomed. 
Injunct. 52. 1559 

Biſhop Coſins ſaith, This ſhould be done principally at 
reading the Goſpel; becauſe then alſo we fand ap, in 
honour to Chriſt, and his Goſpel. 

This Caltom is veiy uſctul againſt the Arians, and o- 
ther Enemies of cur Lord's Divinity ; and therefore ne- 
ver more ſtrickly to be kept vp than in die ſe Days, wacre? 
in thoſe Enxmies abounds 

After 


GY 


in the Common Prayer. 123 


Alter the Creed, the SERMON is appointed. Now 
to the Preaching uſed in the Church of Eugland, 
we confider either the Excellency or Frequency 
„it, we may juſtly affirm, that if any Church 


under Heaven bath wherewithal to glory on this behalf, 


our Church hath much more. : 

As to the Excellency of it, this Praiſe hath been 
ng yielded to our Clergy, both at Home, and 
broad; by the univerſal Voice, both ot Frot.- 
n and Papſts. And the Reaſons of it is appa- 
en; for no Nation under Heaven hath ſuch Sc- 
1:naries of Learning, in all Kinds, as this Na- 
uon hath, or any Thing like them; I mean, our 
v0 Renowned UNIVERSITIES. And it ever the 


Lnzemy would come up againft our Church, this 


of our Sion, to take and to deſtroy her, that 


cy of Holofernes againſt Bethulia will be moſt ef- 


ul, toſeize upon theſe Fountains of ber Waters. 
And as the Frequency or Plenty of the Word 
jrcached, which continally flows from theſe Foun- 
ns, this Provifton of our Church, which ap- 
wints a Sermon once on the Lord's-Day, muſt 
appear {uficient, yea abundant; if we look back 
the Scarcity of it in the Days of the Reformation, 
den the Proviſion of a Sermon was but * Quar- 
t::1y ; and for many Years after but f Monthly, 
\vnerefore this preſent Proviſion of our Church, 


* — 


— — 


* That all Parſons, and Vicars, ſhall make, or cauſe 


he made, in their Churches, one Sermon every Quarter 


Ja the Tear. ipjunct, Edw. 6. 1 547. 
hat the Parſons ſhall preach, in their Churches, one 
5: -20n, every Month of the Tear, &c, Ipjunct. Q El7 
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In appointing one Sermon on the Sundays, ought 
to be accepted with all Thankfulneſs. And, in 
truth, a greater Plenty than this, turns not to our 
Nouriſment, but only creates in us a Waſte, and 
a Wantonneſs; that Appetite in many, after a mul- 
titude of Sermons, is no other, than that of the 
Ifraclites, when not content with the regular Pro- 
- viſion of the daily Manna, they requrrea Meat for their 
Lyufts, Far be it from me, that I ſhould diſcou- 
rage, or ſtraiten the Ordinance of Preaching ; but 
God forbid, that the eniarging of thas, ſhould ever 
ſtraiten the Ordinances of Divine Worſhip, or be 
eſteemed before them; God torbid, that ever in 
the Church of Hug and, the Sermon, how excellent 
loever, ſhould be valued before the Service, which 
is incomparabie. For to waat end do we come to 
the Houſe of Prayer? Is 1t to adore God, or to 
admire Men? Is it to praiſe him, {or the Excel- 
lency of his Greatneſs, or them, for the Excel- 
lency of their Talents? Should this plenteous 
Provifion, of Preaching, be ever again exalted, 
and abuſed, to the neglecting, deſpiſing, and diſ- 
Paraging, of our publick Worſhip, as it was be- 
ore the Great Rebellion, it might well provoke God 
to take it again from us; and inſtead thereof, to 
feed our Luſts with Preaching, as he did the Ira. 
eliteg with Quails, till it came out of thar Noſtrils, 
and became loathſeme unto them, Numb. xx, It was 
a remarkable Saving, founded on the Reaſon of 
Things, That a Preaching Church cannot ſtaud; and 
it is alto founded on the Judgments of God, that 
a Church, which places its Religion in Preaching, 


Mall never ſtand. 
5 | After 
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After the Sermon, the „ tho' there 


be no Communion, yet is not 
2:avers, and the Bleſſing. 
The Prayer for the CHURCH MILITANT, con- 
:$4ins in it, Supplications, Prayers, and Interceſfrons, 
ard giving Thanks Fad all Men, * Kirge, and all in 
authority, as the Apoſtle directs. Which Expreſ- 
on, of our univerſal Charity, is highly neceſſa- 
y when there is a Celebration of the Lord's- 
Zupper: But, when there is none; yet, being 3 
general Interceſſion, it is neceſſary to fill up, and 
m pleat the Second Service, which is a diſtinct Ser- 
de, and in the firſt Inſtitution, was performed 
ac different Times F. | 
Laſt of all comes the * BLESSING to be given 
by the Prizj?, or Biſbob, if preſent. This was ſo 
highly eſteemed, in the Primitive Times, that 
one durſt go out of the Church, till they had re- 


r —£ Aer * —— — 2 


if] miſſed without 


_— 


$ This Friver is an Abſtract of the Litamy. and is the 
ane in Subttance, as to the chief Materials, tho con- 
ace d into a Hollect; which in ancient Liturgies was 
called Turai ka, or Catholick Collect. 

Note, That the Form of this Chriſtian Bleſſing runs 
in ihe Name of Three Perſons. Father, Son, and Ho- 
iy Ghott, into which we are Baptized; and therefore 
demingly moit proper for the uſe of the Chriſtian 


Church ; however the Calvinss chuſe to make uſe of 


tne Jewiſh Form. | 
Note alſo, That the Rebrich orders this Bleſſing to he 
ven by the Prieſt, or Biſhop ; and therefore it ought 
t to be pronounced by a Deacon; much leſs by the 
Veople : ard therefore their repeating it aſter the Prieſt, 
not Only a Token of graſs Ignorance, but an unjuſt 
urpation upon the Prieftly Office. 1 
„ OTH . ceived 
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ceived it, as was enjoined by ſeveral Councils, 
And when they received it, they did it Kneeling, 
or Bowing dewn their Heads. And this was done 
in Imitation of the Jewiſh manner, which is thus 
deſcribed. When the Service was finiſhed, the High- 
Preeft lifted up bis Hands over the Congregation, to give 
the Bleſſing of the Lord with bis Lips, and they bowed 
themſelves to worſnip the Lord, that they might receive 
the Bleſing from the Lord the Moft-high, Ecclus, I. 21. 
Thus did the Jews; for they confidered it as the 
Bleſſing, not of Man, but of God. They had in- 
deed his expreſs Promiſe for it, when given in the 
publick Worſhip. And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, 
ſaying, Speak to Aaron, ana bis Sons, ſaying, On this 
wiſe ſball ye bleſs the Children of iſrael: The Lord bleſs 
thee, and ſo on: and they ſhall put my Name upon the 
Children Iſrael, and I will bleſs them, Numb. vi. 
22, 253 &c P 

The tame Authority to Bleſs, yea and greater 
Authority than this, ſeems to be given to the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel. For into whatever Houſe the 
fall enter, and fall jay, Peace be to this Houſe ; Bu 
Son of Peace be there, Luke x. C. that is, according 
to Interpretation, if he that dwells rhere, do not 
hinder it by his Wickedneſs, or reject it by Un- 
belief, ehen their Peace ſhall be upon bim. It not, if 
he be not capable nor worthy of their Bleſſing, 
it ſhall turn to them again. And if this Vertue be 
annexed to the Blefling of the Biſhop, or Prieſt, 
ſo as to go and come with it, when beſtowed up- 
on a private Houſe; how much more, when diſ- 

enſed in the Houle of God, in his Name, and 
78 his Command, over the holy Congregation. 
As many of them doubtleſs as are Sons of Peace, 


AS 
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are capable and deſirous thereof, upon them 

hall che Bleſſing of the Miniſter reſt; but from 

hem that are not, that either neglect, or reject it, 

bs Bleſfing ſpall turn to him again. * 

i have now gone thro' the Deſign I propoſed ; a 
Work, if leis entertaining, yet I hope the more 
difying; a Work, Lam ſure, at no Time unſer 
zceable, in theſe Times not unſeaſonable. We 
chold then our publick Service, from One End 
:o the Other, from the Exhortation to the Bleſſ- 
; and tho” it be laid out in to narrow and im- 
erfect a Delineation, yet, upon the Whole, we 
may well cloſe with that Exclamation of the Pro- 
phet, concerning Sion, how great is its Goodneſs, and 

nn great is its Beauty! \ 

9 And I ought not to omit that memorable Te- 

= iimony, worthy not only to be fixed upon Re- 

aid, but to be engraven upon the Horns of the Altar, 
= hich was given our Common- Prayer, by the King, 
aud Parliament, in that ACT, which eſtabliſhed the 
aſc of it. That it was © BY THE AID OF THE 

Holy GHOST, with uniform Agreement cencluaed, 

and ſet forth, cc.” May it ever enjoy the ſame 

{eftimeny from their Succeſſors; and may they 

er ſupport, ſtrengthen, and invigorate thoſe 

Laws, which have been placed as a Fence about 

it; that no Perſons whatſoever preſume under the 

h15heſt + Penalties, TO PREACH, DECLARE, 

OR SPEAK ANY THING IN DEROGATE 

ON, DEPRAVING, OR DESPISING, OF 

THE SAID BOOK, OR ANY THING - 

HEREIN CONTAINED, OR ANY PART 

THEREOF. | 
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I ſhall now make ſome general Obſervations upon 
our Liturgy And, 

Firſt, From the Perfection of it, J obſerve; That 
the Torm of bidding Prayer, is not it ſelf a Prayer, 
nor could be ſuch in the Intention of the Church: 
For, 

Iſt. Such a Prayer in the Pulpit is wholly ſuper- 
fuous. For the Comman-Prayer is perfect in its Ex- 
tent; therein we have already pray'd for ALI. 
THINGS NECESSARY FOR THE SOUL, 
AND BODY. What need therefore of this Ad- 
dition, where there is no Defect? This Prayer 
then, of the Miniſter, be it ever ſo excellent, can 
be but Repetition ; this Supply can be but Super- 
fluiry. But, alas! 5 | 

2d /. It muſt be far inferior alfo to the Commen 
Prayer. For this is perfect in its Form, as well as 
Extent : As therein we pray for all Things, ſo we 
pe for them in the beſt manner; even, (as we 

ave ſleen) in the Beauty of Holineſs, And whatever 
fome ignorant and conceited People may imagine, 
yet God forbid that any Miniſter of our Church. 
mould he either ſo conceired, or ignorant, as to 
bi ing his own Compoſures into comparifon with 
the Prayers of the Church,which, let fuck know, 
(if ſuch there be) the finer they are, are the more 
improper; and the more delicate, itill the more 
nauſeous. | 

As this Pulpit-Prayer would be but an inferior 

nd ſuperfluous Addition to our Service; fo the 
Church, which does nothing in vain, de ſigu'd ft 
to be, not a Prayer, but a Direction, or Exhorta- 
tion, to the People; © telling them before-hand, 
** what they are at that Time more eſvecially to 
| * pray 


” . * — £47 — — 3 4 PT. * — > 
r rd rr CE 5 
8 c IT I EA ET Os 3 L 


4 Kneeling, were it a Prayer; and therefore when 
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pray for inthe Lord's-Prayer. | Asthe judicious 
SFurrou explains it. 2 | | Li n | 5:48 

Now the very Form of it declareg thus much ; 
ter were it à Prayer, it would be addreſſed to 

God; whereas it is directed to the People. Thus 
it begins: ** Ye ſhall pray for Chriſt's Holy Catholick, 
&c. and ſo runs all along; * ye all alſo pray, &c. 
and in the Body of it the Miniſter faith, and 
* perein I require you moſt eſpecially to pray for the King's. 
"© noft excellent Majeſty, without doubt {peaking to 
the People, not to God. Then he recites all the 
King's Titles at length, which, were it a Prayer, 


< 


would be neither neceſſary nor proper; otherwiſe. 
te Church had doubtleſs inſerted them in all, at 
leaſt in ſome One of, the Prayers for the King. 
Laſtly, As the Form it ſelf, ſo. the Poſture of 
the Miniſter, in delivering it, which is ſtanding, 
Tews it to be an Exhortation; which would be 


de hath, in this Exhortation, recited the ſeveral 
Heads of Prayer, for which the People are to join 
witn him ſummarily in the Lord's-Prayer, he then; 
together with the People, kneeleth down, and pray- 
eth, ſaying the Lord's-Prayer, wherein the Peo- 
ple ought to accompany him. TEE 


„ 


FI grant, as ſome object That the Miniſter may ſtand, 
4s well as kneel, in Prayer; but tben he never does 
bota, or changes his Foifuce, in the ſame Prayer; which 
he does in the preſent Caſe, if the whole be a Prayer. Uh 


Note, Tho! the Title be, 4 Form of Prayer, yet a | 
Tit)» cannot over-rule the Senſe, much leſs alter the 1 
Lerter of a Canon, any more than of 2 Scatute. 
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130 The Beauty of Holineſs 
But farther, If this Form of bidding Prayer 
were changed into an actual Prayer, it would be 
the very ſame; in Subſtance, as the Prayer for the 
Church Militant; and if it were drawn up, 45 brief- 
y as conventently may be, it would be nearly the. 
tame in the Expreſſions. If then this be uſed be- 
tore-the Sermon, the other coming after it, would 
be but Repetition, But, alas! theſe Prayers, as 
they break thro? the Intention of the Church, ſo | 
commonly go-beyond the Extent of her Dire&i- 
ons: For they are fo far from being drawn up, | f 
4 briefly as conveniently may be, that 1 do affirm, that 
they generally equal, in Length, all the Prayers { 
of che foregoing Service, (excluſive of the Lita- { 
ny) put together. 1 
This Prayer of the Minifter, before the Sermon, Wl * 
be it of what Sort at Size it will, is not only con- WM 2 
trary to the Intention of the Church, but alſo to 
the Law of the Land; which, in the {ſame * Ka- 3 
te, wherein it eſtabliſhes the Book of Common- © 
Prayer, enacts,“ That if any Minifter whas/oever, ſpall WI © 
* uſe any other open Prayer, than is mention d, ana ſt 
% forth in the ſa:d Book, he fhall be ſubje& to De- 
privation, and Imprifonment. * By open Prayer is h 
„meant, {aith the Act, that Prayer, which others are 1 
to come unto, and hear, in common Churches, and pri- . 
% vate Chapels. 5 i 
Now theſe Conſtitutions, and Laws, were foun- WI '' 
ded on the higheit Reaſons. For when before the ne 
great Rebellion, Men began to tranſgreſs thoſe 
Bounds, changing this Form of bidding Prayer, '* 
into an actual Prayer, and therein venting their 
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own Enthufiaſtical Effuſions, they quickly bro't 
WW thc Common-Praver into contempt, and thereby 
che Church and State into ruin. Hebold then what a 
2 great Fire a little Matter hindleth, The Abuſe of this 
C:non, as inconſidera ble as it may ſeem to ſome, 
was one main Caiiſe, and Engine, 'that bro't on 
the Rebellion; thoſe wicked Miniſters making the 
Pulpit the Trumpet of Sedition, more by this Li- 
cenie of Praying in it, than of Preaching from it. 
Since then this private Prayer of rhe Miniſter, 
before the Sermon, is an Innovation, contrary to the 
Intention of tne Church, and Law of the Land ; 
ſince it muſt be in it ſelf wholly ſuperfluous, and 
{ir inferior to the Common-Prayer ; and fince in 
itz Conſequences it tends directly to the Derogart- 
on, and Deſpiſing, if not Depraving of it; and hath 
once proved actually Deſtructi ve to it, and thereby 
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our Church it felf; we hope that the Friends 
boch of our Church, and Liturgy, will approve 


tre Reſolution of thoſe, who, purſuant to tkelats |} 3 
I |: JUNCTIONS, chuſe rather to return to the former q 
WM Uige, enatted by Authority; than to go on in | 
an Error, crept in only by Connivance. q | 
S-condly, I obſerve, in favour of our Liturgy, 14 
hat it ſets a firm Guard to the Doctrine of the ever | | 
"leiſed Trinity, and fences it in on every Side. i 
The frequent Rehearſals of the Doxology are ſo 1 
many Witneſſes to it, The ſeveral Creeds re- 14 
nc arſed at their appointed Times, the Apoſtles dai- | 


X TY Mt 2 * * LET 
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8 2 The 


Iv. the Nicene Weekly, the Atbanaſian Monthly, are | [ 
placed, (as it were) at {ſeveral Stations to 2 1 
it. The Invocations in the Litany, addreſſed to 1 
each Perſon ſeparately, and then to all jointly, tho 
+: accidental, are an immoveable Defence to it. ö 
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132 The Beauty of Holineſs 5 
The Feaſt of T. rinity is the appointed Anniverſary, 
fixed in our Calendar, not only to be a Guard, but 
to give Glory to it. And as if all this Cate were 
not enough, as none can be too much, | cannot 
but remark, that on the Three Great Feſtivals, 
and their Orte, Clriſimas, Eaſter, and hit ſontiq e, 
the Collects, at the Concluſion, give equal Glory 
to the Three Perſons, running thus, III RO' IE- 
SUS CHRIST OUR LORD, WHO LIVE TH 
AND REIGNETH WITH THEE AND 
THE SAME SPIRIT, or, iN IHE UNITY 
OF THE SAME SPIRIT, EVER CNE GOD, BB 
VOF. LD VMIIIH OUT END. And leſt the Con- 
cluſions, in the other Collects, generally running 


in the Name of JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, 
ſhould imply any Inferiority in the Son, as touch- 
ing his Gudhead, and ſo not the proper Object of 
Worſhip with the Father. there is One itanding 
Collect, in the Morning, and Evening Service, 
that is directed to the f Son; and that it may be 
the more remarkable, it is that Prayer, which | 
ſumms up, and reinforces all the reſt, I mean, the 
Prayer of Ciryſoftome, V 

Thus is our Liturgy a faithful Guardian of this 
Fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Religion, 
upon which all gur Orthodoxy in the leſſer Points 
depends, and from the Corruption of which all 
Heterodoxy, Scepticiſm, and Error naturally ſpring. | 
Hence it was a general Obſervation, to the eternal 
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I Which appears from this Expreffion, gathered c- 
et ber in thy Name; and therefore u concludes not 2 
tho other ColcFs, in the Name of Je/w, becauſe direct» 
£6 to him, ; | 
| Renown 
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oeets, new Species, and Spawnsot Religions grew 


up, and covered the Land. When this, with the 
Prieſthood, was driven out of the Sanctuary, it 
came to paſs, that the Cormorant and Bittern poſſe{Jed 


it, the Owl alſo, and the Raven, dwelt in it; there the 
Fulturs alſo were gathered, every one with his Mate. 


Thirdly, I obſerve, in behalf of our Liturgy, that 


as it promotes Orthodoxy in us, as Chriſtians ſo 
doth it Loyalty in us, as Subjects: A Duty, which 


vur Church binds upon our Conſciences in her 


Articles, Homilies, and Conſtitutiens, but in her Li- 


turgy puts into our Mouths, and confirms and ſauc- 
fies by Prayer. This ſhe doth in every Diviſion 
of her Service. Firſt in that Ejaculation, © Loꝛd. 
fave the King: then in a full diſtinct Prayer for the 
ing, another for the Raya! Family, both together 
-xcceding in length even the Interceſſional Prayer 


for all Conditions of Men: In the Litany are 


Three diſtinct Petitions for the King, and One for 
the Royal Family: In the Communion- Service, 
which confifts but of few Prayers, there are Two 
provided for the King; and laſtly, in the Prayer tor 
the Church Militant, there is again an expreſs In- 
terceſſion for him. Thus in the daily Service there 
is a Double, but on the Sundays, and Holy-Days, 


there is a Fourfold Supplication for him. An 


that excellent King, and Martyr, whody'd for and 


with this excellent Church, was ſo ſenſible of her 
abundant Loyalty teftify'd in her publick Wor- 
hip, that he thus declares in that memorable Ob- 
iervation of his, One of the greateſt Faults ſome 

; ( Men 
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Renown of our Liturgy, that when it was ſwept 


away in the Torrent of the Rebellion, many 
damnable Doctrines, ſtrange Hereſies, and ſtrange 
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134 The Beauty of Holineſs 
Men found with the Common-Prayer-Book, 
* was this, that it taught them to pray ſo oft for 
* him, 9 | 
Yer it teaches and obliges her Members to pray 
as of: for every One, that ſitteth on this Throne, 
And, after all this, ſhall the Imputation of Diſ- 
loyalty be ever charged upon the Church? Is this 
the Return to her repeated Supplications? Nay, 
Mall her Loyalty be thought N to, or even 
compared with that of the Sectariſts; who, what 
ever they do in their Prayer, yet in their Princi- 
ples diſown the King to be ſupbream Head of the 
Church; nay, whodiſown the King's Supremacy, 
not only as we hold, in oppoſition jo the Pope, but 
alſo his Supremacy in oppoſition to the People; 
tor whom, as they aſſert, Kings are ordained, and 
by whom rhey may be reſiſted? Shall her Subjec- 
tion be lels ſecure, who acknowledges before the 
Altar, that God 1s the ont p ruler of Dainccs, and 
that we ohey them in him and kor him, and that 
this is ACCORDING TO HIS BLESSED 
WORD AND ORDINANCE; ſhall, I fay, her 
ſubjection be leſs ſecure, then that of Thoſe, who 
aſſert that Kings are accountable to their People, 
and that Refiitance is the Right and Qrdinance 0 
Nature? My Brethren, ſhould we in vindicating 
yea commending our Church on this behalt, bold 
our Peace, the very Stones of the Sanctuary, where 
theſe Prayers arc daily made, might cry but againſt 
us. If her Children be at any Time ſeduced inta 
Difloyalty, let them anſwer for it in their own Per- 
ſons : but tis Injuitice as well as Ingratitude, to 
— —— — — . — 
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rer 


quity 
of the Children. 1 
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charge it upon the Church: for 'twas never Law, 
with God or Man, that the Parent ſpould bear the lu 


Fourthly, 1 obſerve of our Liturgy, that as it e- 
minently promotes Loyalty in us, as Subjects; ſo 
doth it mutual Charity in us, as Neighbours. 

Now this it doth, both in the People towards 
dach Other, and in them all towards the Miniſter, 
and in the Miniſter towards them: Between 
whom, (as Biſhop Sparrow's Words are) there 
daily and interchangeably pals, in the Hearing 
of God, and in the Pans of hisholy Angels, 
% ſo many heavenly Acclamations, mutual Provo- 
cations, joint Petitions, Songs of Praiſe, Con- 
® feſſions ot one Faith. As for Inſtance, when 


* the Prieſt makes their Suits, and they with one 


Voice ſay, Amen; or when he joyfully begins, 
and they with like Alacrity follow, dividing be- 
twixt them the Sentences, each ſtriving to ſhew 
his own, and to ſtir up others Zeal, to the Glo- 
„ xy of God, as in the Pſalms, and Hymns; or 
* when they mutually pray for each other, the 


4. Prieſt for the People, and the People for him, 


cas in the Sentences before the Morning: Colle&s; 
or when the Prieſt propoſes to God the People's 
Neceſſities, and they their own Requeſts, for 
% Relief in each of them, as in the Litany ; or 
** when he proclaims the Law of God to them, as 
in the Commandments; they ſubjoining their 
„ Acknowledgment of their Tranſgreſſion, and 
* Supplication for Grace to perform them: All 
theſe interlocurory Forms of Adoration muit of 
neceſſity beget and inflame a mutual Love of the 
People to each other, and a joint Love of all to the 


Prieſt, 
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Prieſt. For where there is ſuch an Union in Wor- 
ſhip, there cannot be much Diſſenſion in Life: 
where the People offer up ſo many Prayers and In- 
terceſſions for each other, they cannot entertain 
Tho'rs, or Meaſures, to revenge, bite, and "devour 
one another. Again, it unites the Affections of the 
People to their Miniſter, by whom, with whom, 
and for whom they pray daily unto God. From 
his Lips they receive Abſolution ; and who is he, 
that will requite with an Accuſation? By him 
they are diſmiſſed the Sanctuary with a Bleſſing ; 
and what is he, that can at the Door return it with 
Curfing, by ſaying, or doing, any manner of Evil 
againit him? | | 58 
What then can be ſaid more to the Advantage 
of our Liturgy, than that it makes Men good 
Chriſtians, living © in the true Faith and Fear of 
« God; good Subjects, living“ in humble Obe- 
&* dience to the King; and good Neighbours, liv- 
ing in brotherly Love and Charity one to ano- 

„ ther? HS: 1 

Fitfly, The yaſt Obſervation, which I would 
make upon our Liturgy, and which 1 would fix 
upon Mens Minds, as worthy Obſervation, is this; 
That our Church hath had great Regard to the 
Honour and Comfort of the People, in that they 
arc: appointed either jointly to accompany the Mi- 
niiter, or to bear a ſeparate Part, in almoſt all the 
whole Compaſs of the Service; which therefore 
juſtly claims an equal Regard, Eſteem, and Ho- 
nour from them, eſpecially in comvariſon of, and 
before the Wav of the Dz/Jenters, For amongthem 
the People are wholly excluded; they are not ap- 
pointed, nor allowed to join in any Part, not o 
* much 


much as in the Confeſſion bf din Hor in the Cohi 
feſſion of Faith, not in the Lord's Prayer; not al- 
lowed to offer up the leaſt Ejaculation, not even to 
lan, Amen, Whereas, in our gervice, the People, ks 
is ſhewn in the fotesvirig Obſervation, are all as 
long appointed, called upon, to join witk theis 
Voices ; neither ate they any where excluded, but 
where *tis impropet for them to be admitted. 
Wherefore let the SeFarrſts detide our Commons 
Prayer as an Idol, and the Frequenters of it as 
Zuperſtitious; let them mock, asof Old, at out 
People ſaying * That pleafirig themſelves with 
* their Preſence at that Service, and their Lip-la- 
bour in bearing a Part in it, they harden them 
* ſelves in their Ignorance ; yet let our People 
zemſelves glory in it as their High Privilege; and 
hold it faſt as their bleſſed Advantage; and it in 
this Thing be their Ignorance, may they be mote 
and more harden'd in their Ignorance. However 
let thoſe Inſtructors of the Ignotant be inſttucted 
in one Thing ; that this Way of the Peoples bear- 
ing 4 Part in the Service was not-unly uſed by the 
+ Ancients, but that for this very Reaſon the Service 
it ſelf was called Common-Prayer, © © 
Bur then, my Brethren, ſinct ye are ſo highly 
:1vouted, and Honoured, in out publick Worſhip, 
furely as this ſhould induce you"tsLove, Hohour, 
and Efteem it; ſo ſhould you ſtudy to exprefs 
thts your Acknowledgment, by joining only in thefe 
Parts, which are appointed you; and by no means 
intrenching upon the Parts appropriated to the 
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138 The. Beeuty of Holinef 
Miniſter ; which I ſhall again recite to you, to 
fix them upon your Memories. 1 


Firſt, Such are the pronouncing the ABSOLUTION, 
and the BLESSING; theſe belong to the Prieſt alone; 
they are eſſential to his Office: and no Man can 
take to himſelf the Honour of pronouncing theſe, 
any more than of the Office it ſelf, Wherefore when 
the Prieſt ſtanding up pronounces theſe, I entreat, 
above all Things, that the whole Congregation, 
being upon their Knees, would attend, and receive 
them, with ſilence; and not declare the groſs Ig- 
_ of the Heart, by the leaſt Motion of the 

1 0 . . | 4 
to like manner when he readeth the EXYHORTA- 

TION, what an Abſurdity is it for the People to re- 
peat it after him? For are all Prieſt's? Where then 
is the Congregation ? Or do all Exhort? Who 
then are to liſten to the Exhortation? "A 

It were much to be wiſhed, that not only in theſe 

Caſes of Abſurdity ; but that even in the Prayers, 
where the People are bound to accompany the Mi- 
niſter with, the Heart, they would not do it allo 
with the Lips; and this not becauſe of any Car- 
ruption, but only becauſe it breeds Confuſion, For 
this Reaſon, in the Confeſſion of Sin, were they 
are to accompany the Miniſter, the Rabrick directs 
them to do it only with an bumble Voice: Why? left 
the Sound of all ſhould turn it into the Noiſe of 
a Multitude, and not the Voice of a Congregati- 
on. Tis evident from the Rubrich, that ee 
never intended, that the People ſhould repeat the 

Words of the Prayers after the Miniſter, but only 

as ſhe directs, that at the end of each, they ſhould 
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+ ANSWER, and ſay * Aen. Nou to whom ſhould 
the People anſwer? Not to themſelves; for that 


is an Abſurdity: No, but to the Minitter, who 


nath alone offer'd up the Prayer for them, and 
which they make their own by lealing it with an 
Amen. If they {ſay Amen, they have no need to re- 


peat the Prayer ; or, if they will repeat the Pray. 


er, they have no need to ſay Amen; for what is this, 
but to make Anſwer to themſelves ? 


This too general Cuſtom of 1 the Pray- 


-rs, after the Miniſter, hath not the leaſt Apology 


for it ſelf, but that it is a Cuſtom : It is doubtleſs 
2 Difſervice to the Worſhiper, as well as a Diſorder 


—V——— — —— — 


— 2 2 


7 Rubrick after Abſolution. 


* Amen is uſed at the end of the Prayers, Creeds, and 

ic the Commination; and has accerdingly different Senſes. 
After a Prayer it is requeſting, So by it, or this is my 
„ with Con- 


Deſire. After the Creed it 18 4 | 
ſelſion; 8So it is, or this 13 my Belief. Atter the Curſes, 
n the Commination, it is barely fir ming, namely, that 
eſe Curſes are due co ſuch Tranigreſſors; but without 
y Act of wiſhing, or requeſting, that it may fall upon 
them. The Words are, Curſed is be that, Ce. and 
not curſed be he. 


It is to be ſaid by the People, (not the Clerk alone) 


23 the RUBRICK after the 4BSOLU- 


TION dirrcts. * St. Jerome ſays, that * Hieron, in 2 
ir was pronounced, in ſuch a manner, by — 3 Com- 
z the People, that it reſembled the found i 

of Thunder. In the F African Church, f Clem. Alex. 
where they prayed ſtanding, at pronoutrie 25 Stromat. 
ing Amen, they raiſed themſelves on tip - 5 


toe, to expreſs their Earneſtneſs. But whatever our 
otture, ot Voice be, let it be always ſaid with an ear- 


nelt Heart, and that by all. | | 
2 | f to 
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to the Worſhip, Sure I am, it rather weakens 
than helps the enn of the Mind; it runs out 
ſometimes into a Work of the Lips, (as ' tis ob- 
jected) and not ot the Heart, too viſible amen 
the ignorant Sort, and therefore more excuſable; 
Lwiſh it were only among them, ſome haſtening 
on before, ſome coming after, others fall ing in to- 
gether, with a promiſcuous Uncertainty ; inſo- 
much that St. Paul's Reproof to the Corinthians, in 
a like Diſorder, might be very applicable to many 
of our Congregations; po. 0 come in, that are 
unleurned, ur unbeli ers, hearing all {peak together, 
world they not ſay that ye are mad? The Complaint 
af this Diſorder being often made by you your 
ſelves, may the better be born from us, For we 
do not lay theſe Tbings 10 cait « Snare? upon any, 
nor to entangle, orhinder, any Perſon's Devotion; 
bur. only for that which is comely, ard that you may «t- 
tend ufdu the Lord without this uluat Diſtrachen. What 
Rule then, my Beloved, would you defire for your 
Behaviour in the Church? The bei?, the only 
Rule is, to obſcr ve the Rules laid down in her Ru- 
Eric ke, not to go beyond chem, in doing more, or 
leſs, not to intrench upon the Prieſt's Office, by 
improper Repetitions, nor to neglect your own, 
by a tlothful Silence; but conforming, in all 
Fbings, to her Orders, In Time, in Voice, aud 
in Geſturcs, ye ſhall not fail to worſhip the Lord in 

e Beauty of Holineſs. | 


And now, what remains, but that we rejoice, and 


joy together, in our exceeding great Happinels, 


and that in the beſt of Things, our Religious Wor- 
ſnip; an Happineſs far ſuperior to what other 


Churches, or Sects, enjoy, or rather fancy they 
8 enjoy. 


222 ͤĩ ꝰꝗ 3 NS AR 3 


5 2 7 785 Ae bins NOT; WP (Beet Nt rats Z 20 5 FEY 
Eo ens eo Wed Rn Rs 


4 5 * er ta he a * 9 . * 9 
* . * Þ * Nee 8 7 «Y N e a 
lol of - ON 20 * LA SEED aww, + x RN Std : 5 ; G 
NE « ts For, * 5 27 Sap F r Ot BEE EE: * e r * 2 9 Aa 8k” of 
I OA #2 T7... ˙ 2 LEI „ 2 e 2 IS, 28 VVVSF LEE IH LI IN 
a TG. e e r 22 ͤ ᷣ Ap EO IL LY ue ws C 
NE: "0 CR So RI TA 3 n 1 AE 1 2 3 ha R 


EIN . war 73 Kd ; * * s EM 2 7 Y 655 ö d 
. A OS LIENS 3 n 
Ct!!! EE ee ; 


ITE 


In the Common-Prayer, 141 


enjoy. As to Popery, from which we reformed, 


cho? its Worſhip be ſo adorned and beautify'd with 
Variety, yet it is {adly ſtain'd with Errors, and 
idolatry ; befides, it is {aid in an unkwown Tongue: 
But, however, were it cleat'd from theſe Objecti- 
ons, yet the Frame of it, as laid out in the Rowan 
Bre viary, is ſo broken, perplexed, and ubſcured, 
that it is ſcarce an intellig:ble, how then a reaſonably 
Srvice? And as to the whole Body of the Diſſen- 


ters among us, beſides their Foundation in chin, 


no trivial Sin, what can be faid in Vindication o 

Their Worſhip, when conſidered in its own Mean- 
neſs; much leſs when compared with the Excel- 
lency of Ours? Wherein there is no Confeſſion of 
Sin, made by the People; no Abfoluion given by 
che Miniſter; no Appointment of Pſalms; no 
Choice of Leſſons; no Rehearſal of the Creeds; 
no Variety of Collects ; no Litany ; vo Command- 
ments; ſeldom the Lord's-Supper ; ſeldomer, if 
ever, the Lord's- Prayer; wherein, alſo. there are. 
no Solemn Feſtivals obſerved, ar from it, that: 
not only the, Leſſer, ſet apart in Memory of the A- 
poſtles, and Saints, but allo the Greater, hallow'd 
to the Honour of our Lord himſelf, viz. of his. 
Nativity, his Reſurrection, and ſending the Holy 
Ghoſt ; Feſtivals which the Catholick Church, 
hath ever celebrated, are had in Derfiion. Inſo- 
much, that if I would ſet the Compariſon, between, 

Them and Us in a true Light, there is the ſame 
Diſproportion between Ther Worſhip, thus un- 
torm'd, aud indigeſted, and, Ours, appearing in its 


_ daily Beauty, and moving round, in its annual 


Courſe, as. there was between the Face of this 
* orld, when it was 4 Chaos, wihour Form, and 
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void ; and when after the Six Days Work, it was 
finiſhed, enjoying all the Form and Motions of the 
preſent Creation. . 

And yet ſuperior as our Form of Worſhip is to 
them both, it has been ſuccefliyely deſtroyed by 
both; by Pofery, when in its infant Eſtate; by the 
Diſſenters, when come to its full. Strength. And 
at both Times it was ſealed with Blood; under 
Popery, with the Blood of its Compilers, under the 
_ Diffenters, with the Blood of its Royal Defender. And 
having been Twice thus glariouſly ſealed, Twice 
as miraculouſly reſtored, and that even outof the 
laſt great Deluge, God ſeems to have eſtabliſhed 
an eyerlaiting Covenant with it, that there He not 
any move be the lille Flood to geftroy it. And there 
ſeems many bleſſed Omene, that it ſhall Rtand 
faſt and flouriſh, For befides the many gracious 
Aſſurances of Protection from the THRONE, the 
People likewife ſeem uniyerſally ſet in its De- 
fence. The Church with ifs Prieſthood was ne- 
ver more generally beloved, its Worſhip never more 
. eee its Altars never more crouded, than at 
this Day. And no wonder; for to all the middle 
Ranks of Mankind it is the chief Delight, and to 
the poorer Sort it is the only Comfort they have in 
this World; the only Refreſhment they have after 
their Weekly Labours, is to bebold the fair Beautyof 
the Lord, and to viſit bis Temple; whoſe Houle is o- 
pen to the Poor as well as the Rich, and at whoſe 
Altars the Hireling is as welcome as his Lord; 
Whereas the great Men, the Wealthy, and the 
Mighty, have a n rin other Ways, and Places 
of Delight, and Amuſement; they can frequent 
the Theatres Day after Day, where no Time is too 


tedious, 
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tedious, nor Expence too great. But to the mid- 
dle Ranks of the World, and to the lower and poor- 
er Sort, which together make up the Bulk of Man- 
kind, to theſe, I ſay, the Houſes of God, are the 
only Places of Reſort, of Comfort, and Delight. 
No wonder therefore, that they generally love a- 
bove all Things the Church, with its Worſhip, and 
Miniſtry, whilſt the other are apt to neglect, and 
to treat them with Deriſion. Thus it was with 
Chriſt, the Maſter, and thus it will always be 
with his Servants; that the Elders, and the chief 
among Men, ſet them at noug ht, but the common Pe- 
ple hear them. glaaly , „ i 
Let us then rejoice together, Miniſters, and 
People, in our mutual Happineſs; that we are born 
and. bred up in the Boſom of this Church; where 
we are Enter'd by Baptiſm, Inſtructed in her Ca- 
techiſm, Seal'd by Confirmation, Nouriſh'd by the 
Sacrament, Taught. by the Preaching of the Word, 
Honoured, and — — by ber Publick Wor- 
ſhip. But what Returns can we make to our Holy 
Mother, for all theſe Benefits ſhe bath done unto us? 
What but to love, honour, and obey, and to 
defend her againſt all her Enemies. In the 
Camp of Iſrael, the Tabernacle, with the Tribe of 
Lew: vas placed in the middle of the Encampment, 
and all other Tribes encamped round about: 
Numb, 1, 2. And thus, in our Iſrael, all Orders, 
Profeflions, and Ranks of Men, reſembling the ſe+ 
veral FPribes, ſhould, in their proper Stations, en- 
camp about the Church, with the Sons of Levi 
the Mares to guard them from the Adverſary. 
We who wait ar her Altars, befides the common 
T'yes of other Chriſtans, have peculiar Obligati- 


ons 


. 
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ons #s Miniſters, to love, and to defend her, t6 the! 
uttermoſt. As for my ſelf, 1 believe, and amm 
perſwaded, that ſhe is the bell Church now in the 
whole World: that her Worſhip is the neateſt to 
the Primitive Form, in as great Purity, and Ban 
ty of Holineſs, as ſhe is well. capable of, in this 
tate of Imperfection. firmly believe, that the 
Government, in | Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacon, oſta. 
bliſhed in her, in which other Proteſt#ht Churches 
are deficient, 1 believe, that this Government (as 
I ſaid before) was appointed by Chriſt, and eve“ 
ry where planted by his Apoſtles. And I treff 
every true Member, much more every true Mit 
niſter of this C butch, is ready and willing i» Joly 
with me in this Perſuaſion ; and being thus 
fuaded, to join with me alſo in this Profeſſlen, Loy 
ard to our Eftabli{h'd Chureh; that, by G0 
Affiſtance, (for without that, all our Profe ſſions ate 
but Preſumptions) by GOD's Aſſiſtance, FL Jos 
die with it, 1 wor! not deny i it in 122 1 wife, | 


Now to GOD the. FATHER, GO the SON; avid 
GOD the HULY GHOST, be aſoribed all Humour, 
aud Gloy 7 17 10 and ts. Amen. 1 3 
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